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Irrigation Dam and Ditch'made by the Mormons at Kimbali, Alberta.

HAS ALBERTrA GOT POLYGAMY
If so, the Church A uthorities -do not A dvocate the Practice,
which is against the laW of Canada; but in the _Colle ges theyV
systematically teach the Principle of Plural Wives vhich is- a
Ch-urch Doctrine.

By NAN MOTJLTON
"In the heavens are parents single?

No!1 The thouglit makes reason sture.
Trutli is reasan.
Truth eternal,

Tells me I've a mother there."
-Eliza R. Snow.FATHERHOOD 'implies motlierhaod. A f ather

God, then, may not be xvîthout a mother Gad.
And so, frons thebeginning, children of this
father Gad and mother God are nascent in-

telligences, littie unfinislied, fluttering spirits xvaiting
anxiously ta be born of the body in order that they
may become perfect souls. Even as Jesuis, born once
of celestial parents, xvas again barn of a xvoman,
ail these spirits must have bodily existence ta attuin
spiritual perfection. There, for your orthodax
Latter-Day Suint, is enough reusan for plural mur-
riage--enougli and ta spare.

A man's children are lis attainment, lis wealth,
aIl that xvill helong ta him hereafter, and, as lie has
given the more spirits the chance ta become perfect

if e, and sealed by the Temple mysteries, are ma
ried for all eternity. The family relationships w
continue in eternity, marriage and propagation
on, witli everyone growing more God-like alwa~
for God was once man, you know, and is not y
perfect, but growing into greater God-head alwaj
even as man grows into god-head. Ail this, thoug
if tlie men and xvamen are true ta, the marnia
voxvs. For there is divorce in ýthe Mormon Chiurc
lMr. Bramxvell told me, difficult ta, attain, and of ra
accurning, but granted for the shedding of blood
a broken marriage-vaw.

Sa much for the principle. Now for the practi
Plural marriage was not oniginally one of the ten
of the Mormon faith, but a luter revelation ta Jase
Smith; and everyane knaws, I presumne, of the ai
cry against the sect that drove them but of N<
York ta make thut xvonderful hand-cast jaurfi
across a continent and ta re-establish themselv
ufresh in the desert, of the edmunds Lawv of, 18
âgainst polygamy and the Edmunds-'Pucker Law
1887, requining a certificate of marriage ta be fil
in the offices of the probate court, of the promis
when Utahwas udmitted to Stuteliood, and of *hi
they' terni "the cruel legal persecution that dro
hundreds into exile and retirement."

Said "exile and retiremient" purtly took place ir
Alberta, Canada. It seemis the usual thing in Ut
ta refer casually ta "a polygaus Mormon sett
ment in Alberta." Mr. Camion says John W. Taylcaehr oecp umn oWsigo

the time of the Smoat investigation, and that, wh
ostensibly depased fromn the Apostolate, lie continu
lis ministratians in the church and remnained hi
in favour in the hierurchy. One wonders if lis
commendution a f ew xveeks ugo is a repetitian of
only apparent degradatian. The second Stake
Zion ini Alberta is called the Taylor Stake, xvhi
shows sufficiently his then position ini the rega
of the Church. And I knaw a lady who cal!
pleasantly upon Mrs. Apastle Taylor, and, desiri
a f ew months later ta renexv the former pleasu
was ushered into thie presence of Mrs. Apos
Taylor, but this Mrs. Apostle was not the saie ao

When in doubt, play trumps. Sa I went strai~
ta the Mormons theniselves and asked theni abx
polygamy ini Canada. 1 was umazed ta find thens
willing ta talk. But they xvere glud thut 1 bud co~
ta theniselves, they said, they were tired of bei
mîsrepresented and they hoped I would tell thir
fram their side. Writing as a scribe, I told then
wanted ta get every side, but 1 would tell truly wv
the~y said ta, me.

"Bishop Hantuer," I asked, "Is poîygarny abolisl
in the Churdli of Latter-Day Saints ?" They dc
like the word "polygamy," and change it ta "plu
murriage."

"No," hie said, "not abolished, but suspended.
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"Do you teacli your children that plural marriage
is wrong ?"

"We do not. We teach them it is against the law
of Canada or the United States, as the case may 7.

"Then, if by any chance, you were in a country
that did not definitely forbid its practice, or if the
governments should absolve you f rom your pledge.
what would be your attitude towards plural miar-
niage ?"

"We would practise it again," lie said. "Yes
ma'am! Sure!1 We believe it to bie a revelatiorf
from the Lord. We counit it the only correct prinl
ciple to salve the social evil."

"Then is polygamny not practised in Canada ai
ail?"

"'Not with the knowledge and consent of th(
Church, no, ma'am! Not since the manifesta ai
1890. There are survivais of plural marriages be
fore 1890, a man might flot desert a woman marrie(
in all good faith, and some of the older men-hi
gave a namne or two-have two wives liere in AI
berta, one in Stirling and one in Raymond, or Ma
grath and Raymond, as the case may be, one bis wi fi
keeping his home, the other a wif e no longer, bu
within supporting distance."

"Then since the manif esto," 1 persisted, "have ni
plural marriages been solemnized in Canada ?"

"Well," lie admitted slowly, "I have heard of sonie
you have likely heard of the same cases, it is commol
talk, but we do not know, and neyer lias there'beel
the sanction of the Churcli. If the case has bee,

?proven, the Churcli punishes. "We are n~o
all good, you know," and lie smiled at meý be

? hind bis earnestness, "and a law does flot stifle polY
- gamy any more than it stamps out drinking. YOI

have laws against stealing, but thieves are put il

gaol, and you have laws against the shiedding 0
blood, but murder is done. We try to have oui
people keep a law, that to, us is not the law of GOiý
just because it is the laxv of your country. Whie.
they do flot keep it, believe me, the Churcli
grieved. Yes, ma'am !"'

There is a quality of malice about the wind dia
inhabits that Southern Alberta plain maniy days il

r-the year, and, beating my way up to the Knigh
ilI Academy in Raymond, an eerie yellow dust stainii1
go the horizon's edge, thougli tbick mud had obtaine
is, an hour before, I felt, for the first time, a quec
'et hostility in the atmosphere. But Mr. Wramnwell, th
7s, Principal, soan dispelled that, being of a sunny cour
hl, tesy and interesting in conversation. He is an eagei
ge busy man, and teachers and pupils rame and weIl

1,as we talked. Later on l'Il tell about the Acaderml
re Now, this man had been educated broadly, is plan
or ning to take bis Ph.D. degree at Chicago Universit

this summiner, but in alI soberness and apparent slir
ce. cerity hie, too, put up a case for the principle 0
>ts plural marriage. It was lie who told of the dil
ph f erence of opinion ini regard to the pledge give
't- that polygamny should be discontinued, xvhich W0~
>w first cause of the exodus to Alberta. And hie sai

ey that it was not tili 1904 that the Church's comma0"l
esagainst polygamy became of world-wide applicatiol

82 "Are you teaching plural marriage in this Ac2
of demny?" I asked him.
ed "The principle, yes !" hie said. "I wish yau ha
es been here a haîf-hour ugo. It was our class 1
iat theol, and I said to the boys, 'Boys, neyer go bac
ve o n that principl But keep the law in Canada.'W

have theolog classes f rom tliree to five tiînes
Lto week, regular recitation perioris of fortv-fiV
ah minutes. And we have sex meetings once a monlt]
le- when we teach our young people haw ta live, teac
or them the very vitals of life."
at "But," 1 wondered,' "if your commiand is ofGO
fie ouglit you flot to obey it, rather than the law o
ed
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