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he said quietiy. "I arn giad to be able
to heip you to find it."

"I ýcannot tell you how grateful 1
arn," Hugh answered, ail of a tremble
With excitement. "I believe this let-
ter is ail important to someone very
dear to me. No tee can hait repay
You for what you have done for me,
but--"

"YOU must pay me none. My dear
feliow, I couid nlot take it if 1 wanted
to. The iaws of the Medes and Per-
sians are flot more stringent than
doctors' etiquette. The littie I have
done for you 1 have done as a friend
of McCarver's, and I hope some Urne
You wili let me say a friend of your
own. An adventure like this helps
to make friends."

W HILE he was speaking Hugh was
writing a choque. He biotted It
and handed it to Dr. Ailman.

"'For any hospital you choose."
"A thousand guineas," crîed the

doctor lu utter amazement, "Ithis is
absurd."

"Not in the Ieast. I amn a rich man
doctor. I may say a very rich man,
Who has made his money easily. I
have aiways thought an hospital the
greatest charity in the world. Once
on a tîme I tried to be a doctor my-
self. You can't refuse to heip your
hospital."

"Weil, if I must-and a thousand
tbanks. Now 1 wiii pack up and get
out of the way, for I can see you are
dying to read your letter."

To this Hugh lad no objection, so
he heiped hlm to ýcarry bis apparatus
downstairs and pack It sateiy Into a
cab. Lt was not tili lie got back to
bis studio and had locked the door
behlnd hlm that he took the letter
tram bis pocket and examined the
seai and address. Lt was the seal of
the Sternhoits clearly impressed on
red wax-a hand grasping a thunder-
boit, with the motto, "quod volo Id
faclo." The address was to "My dear
wife, Margaret Dariýey," and on the
ieft hand corner, three times under-
lined, the Word "UTrgent."

At this Hugh was soreiy perplexed.
Shouid le open the letter? Had ho
the right to open It?

His instinct, bred by the convention
of honour, revolted against the unpar-
donabie sin o! breaking the seai or a
letter addressed to another, espectaiiy
the letter of a husband to lis wife.
But common sense urged him to put
foolleli scrupies aside and open It at
once.

The letter was urgent, more urgent
than ever, <ioubtiess by reason of the
long delay. Mrs. Dariey was flot
to be found. Further delay migbt be
disastrous to her. Above al, he bad
the conviction that If she c-ould be
consuited she would trust hlm to open
it.

He took the plunge, not breaking
the seal, but siitting the top of the
envelope witb a penknlfe, and many a
time afterwards lie rejoiced that com-
mon sense lad conquered bis
scrupies.

There were two enclosures ln tbe
enveiope-both written ln a clear, bold
hand on the thin paper typewriters
use. Hugb saw et a giance tbat one
was a short wIl; the other was a let-
ter. H1e put the wIll asIde and read
the letter fIrst.

'«My very dear wife," It rau, "I hope
you wIlI know the secret this letter
bolds wblle 1 amn alive to explain it.
If not, i belleve you wiii understand
and forgive. Lt le the one, dearest, I
have kept from you, and It was for
your sake I kept It. I feared to trans-
plant xny sweet country flower from
the quiet home, the seciuded life sbe
ioved. I doubted-forgive me If I was
wrong-but I doubted If you could
love tbe Earl of igternholt, as I knew
you loved Vinceut Darley. I remem-
bered the poem you read that day, and
what came to the Lord of Burligh,
se I led a double lfe. To the worid
I was the Earl of iSteruhoit, to you I
was a husband. But our daugbter,
Sybil, must not be defrauded of ber
birtbright It le for this reason that
I have put the letter wbere It Is not
Ilkeiy to be loat or stolen. You alone
shahl know the secret of Its hldlng-
place. I bave had a curlous feeling
of late, dearest, that 1 bave nlot long
to iive-a feeling that 1 trust we may
laugh at lit a littie whlle wben we read
this botter together. , But If you read
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