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A Toronto physician, who has volunteered for the war,
She is only one of several who have done so.

the applicants the first evening on “Medical Arrange-
ments in the Field,” are vitally utilitarian in nature
and only incidentally picturesque. First, last, al-
ways, must the military nurse be useful. She must
know, act promptly, and endure like a very soldier,
if she is to be looked upon as a help and not a
hindrance.

There is no place for the latter at the front, as
the speaker showed by the use of charts which
demonstrated the work of the stretcher-bearers.
They march at the rear of the hollow square patching
up men who are slightly wounded and sending them
back at once to the fighting line, keeping the line
clean of the fallen, who are sorted out at the clear-
ing-tent and despatched, according to damage sus-
tained, to rest, stationary, military or general hos-
pital. The point is to keep
the army unencumbered.

The hardest work of the
nursing sister is naturally
at the “clearing” station,
the nearest she ever gets
to the actual front.
Here, only the strongest
physique can stand the de-
mands.

For the preparation of
volunteer nurses in To-
ronto whose training is in-
complete, or who are be-
ginners, first aid classes
have been instituted by
the - St. John’s Ambulance
Association and are being
conducted twice a week
by Mrs. G. R. N. Collins,
lady  superintendent of
the local division of St.
John’s Ambulance Bri-
gade nursing corps. For
this purpose, the Georgina
House has extended the
accommodation of a room,
through the kindness of
Miss Hepper, the superin-
tendent. The keenest in-
terest is being manifested
by splendid young women
of all classes who are
availing themselves of the
lessons in relief work.

HE _St. John’s Am-
bulance Brigade in
Canada has divisions

with regular nursing corps

tice for actual field work, on the part of both volun-
tary aid and Red Cross forces.

In Canada, it is the graduate nurses who are likely
to be called first to the scene of conflict. Already a
reply has been received by Miss Gunn, Secretary of
the Canadian National Association of Trained
Nurses, from Sir Robert Borden, in acknowledgment
of her offer of trained nursing service for the army.
The Premier expressed his personal gratification and
announced that he had placed the communication
before the Department of Militia for consideration.

Among the women who have volunteered aid are
Dr. Margaret Wallace, of the Women’s Hospital,
Ludhiana, India, at present on furlough in Toronto,
who saw service during the Boxer trouble; Mrs.
Browning, who trained at the Greenwich Hospital,

England’s great naval relief headquarters; and Dr.
Caroline Brown, a local physician.

If the war continues, it is not unlikely, according
to the view of Captain Collins, that Canada may be
used by England as a base hospital, where serious
cases and convalescent soldiers could be treated an
nursed. This would relieve England immensely alt
at the same time provide an outlet for the energi€
of Canadian sympathizers. The making of bandages
and clothing for supplies would be a congenial task
for Canadian women. Indeed, many are at it alreadys
including classes composed of the Girl Guides.

Altogether, the Florence Nightingale spirit is
abroad in this mightily filial country and the moder?
angels (if you like) of war-time are as keen as the
great pioneer could wish on “service.”

As Woman Sees the War

A Miscellany

Cassandra in Muskoka

“HERE is a woman up in Muskoka just now, the

Austrian wife of a Toronto citizen. And this

% is how she expressed herself in a letter to her
husband in the city, a few days since:

“] have just come upstairs. It is early yet, but
I feel the war in my limbs. It seems to me as if the
whole world should cry.”

The chances are that the whole world will. The
foundations of it are ripe for shaking. And when
the convulsion has left it spent and conviction has
taken the place of foreboding, unless the wells are
dry there will be weeping. The whole world that
must cry, shall cry. It shouts now because its mind
is muddled.

Were the limbs of the agitators marble, that they
were free from the paralysis of dread that the whole
world  felt which heard the war news. Would that
they had been statuary merely! No, the Austrian
wife in Canada must feel it, the peace-prophets who
are made a mock, the children who must give so
many fathers! Race against race, then what is in-
termarriage? Man against man—how mighty, then,

is the advocate of quiet? A Kaiser’s glory—what are

little children? Last, what is the caution “Lest we
forget” when the kings of the earth have set them-
selves and the rule of the Prince of Peace is as a
fable?

So the war cloud lowers despite Cassandra, the

Austrian lady up in Muskoka, who looks forth upon

Christmas—which it isn’t, but quite the contrarys
war-time—and the great demand is for flour, sugaf
and other essentials, instead of nuts and raisins.

In the United States that resistive body known as
the National Housewives’ League has recently seln
notice throughout the Union calling upon member
to get together to safeguard the interests of it8
households against any such avaricious merchants 8
will seek to profit unduly from the present crisis.

It is the conviction of the League that few mel”
chants will be likely at such a tide in affairs to take
dishonest advantage of consumers’ straits.
notice is purely precautionary, therefore. The
League have command of its subject before taking
action whatsoever. Meanwhile, it will watch priceﬂ
and report to the National Committee in New York:
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in Hamilton, Cobourg,
Muskoka, London, Wel-
land, Winnipeg and other
posts, in addition to To-
ronto, and has to its credit
a life-saving record of which even so ancient an
Order as this, which dates its origin from the time
of the Crusaders, may be proud.

The Brigade in England is able to muster an army
of eight thousand nurses, if need be; the men of
it number twenty thousand.

Of the preparation of the English nurses, Mrs.
Collins has word in a letter from Miss Wharton, a
Canadian nurse graduated from the Lyndhurst Hos-
pital. Miss Wharton states that the downs of Kent
are the scene of mimic work in relief, serious prac-

The central nursing division in Toronto, of which the lady superintendent,

ST. JOHN’S AMBULANCE BRIGADE NURSES
applicant nurses for field wars.

summer islands and feels in her soul the woe " of
premonition.

The Housewife Bellicose

HE housewife at present is arming herself against
the immediate tendency of prices to soar into
the realms of aviation. Grocery departments

in the big stores are a crush of eager, provident
women, who are purchasing supplies against the
day of want. Grocers are rushed as though it were

Mrs.. Collins,
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