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Soil Cultivation in the West

By E. Hughes

From the valley of the Red River to the
foot of the Rocky Mountains stretches an
. area of country which, thirty years ago,
was as little known, to the world at large,
as the remote parts of China are to-day.
To the world at large it was a barren, in-
hospitable waste, the greater part desig-
nated on our maps treeless, arid desert. It
is true some travellers "brought back
stories that seemed to point to some vari-
ations from the general classification gen-
erally accepted. These stories came from
enthusiasts and were accepted with so
‘much salt that the whole mass was unfit
for human assimilation. By degrees spots
were discovered where the general desig-
nation of desert was {)alpably inappropri-
ate, but when such places were looked up
on the map, they appearcd as mere specks
in the wide expanse geners}r' zed. Though
few of those who came to spy out the land
had ever set foot in the commonwealth of
Missouri. it took a lot of showing to make
them believe there was a country here fit to
live in.

demned by some authorities but it has the
advantage of getting a crop the first year
and the second crop without much work.
However, in some localities with a good top
soil that is shallow it would not do, as the
seed would be laid in subsoil and would
not grow.

With a friable, sharp loam of good depth
success has been attained by simply
breaking rather deep, say four inches, and
putting on discs and harrows till the sod is
thoroughly pulverized. The advocates of
this System claim that breaking and back-
setting such land involves loss of too much
soil moisture, but by discing, harrowing
and packing at once this moisture is held,
1t is, however, impracticable with a
heavy, strong sod. ’

When a crop has been drilled in, fre-
quent harrowings, especially after rain,
hold moisture and kill sprouting weeds.
This should continue till growing crop is
covering the ground well.

Strange as it may seem, much the same

‘general principles of eultivation apply in

Tomrﬁy Atkins Salvages Contents of Ruined Farm House.

British soldiers removing stores from a damgaed farm house in the north of France

It took a long time to show people that
there were different kinds of soil and differ-
ent climates in this great area. As cli-
mates and soils varied, so have the pursuits
of the settlers. Towards the Rocky
Mountains, where winters were mild and
cattle could get a living outside for most
of the year, stock-raising or ranching was
followed almost entirely.

eat raising belonged to Manitoba,
the Red River valley, where the soil is a
heavy, black clay loam but, going west,
one encounters all admixtures from the
heaviest clay to gravels, even to drifting
sand. As a rule, as elsewhere, the more
clayey soils last the longest under bad
farming methods and they need more mo-
1ve power in cultivation.

For general rules, the land should be
broken as shallow as possible when the
grass has made a good start, thus dividing
root and crown so that the sod will die as
quickly as possible. A month to six weeks
later backsetting, or plowing the same land
about double the depth after breaking,
commences. Broken land-is the better for
being rolled or packed after breaking so
that the least possible moisture may be
lost and the sod rotted with all possible
Speed.  Discing should follow backsetting
and harrowing be done in the fall. This
should muke a model seed bed for the fol-
OWIng <pring,

€ concensus of opinion among the
best a:1ihorities favors the breaking and
acksetting system for nearly all soils. A
blan foliowed in Dakota and practised by
akotans who come to this country, is to
low decp in breaking the sod, disc well,
arrow und sow a crop of flax the first
§ ‘The second year the stubble is
gixsced: nirrowed and seeded without plow-

Ing. The third year the land is plowed
our inches deep, and not until the fifth
year 1= the original top of the sod brought
Up to e wivgain,  This system is con-

the cases of very diverse qualities of soil.
The reason is that good tilth, conservation
of moisture and weed killing are as neces-
sary in one soil as another and rainfall is
light over all the country. The same de-
gree of good tilth, or other requisites are
not attained in a stiff, clay soil with the
same power or in the same time ‘s with a
friable soil that pulverizes easily.

In the handling of stubble land much ad-
vance has been made in the last few years.
Discing after the crop is cut is a good plan,
for the process buries weed seeds, which
start growing at once. These are killed
by frost beforesthey ripen a second crop
and fall or spring plowing turns over a
clean slice. Some good farmers have a
disc following the binder continuously
with splendid results. “When fall plowing,
or in plowing stubble in the spring, a gang
plow with a light disc harrow attached does
very good work in fining down lumps that
would otherwise dry out quickly.

In calculating the power necessary to
perform any of the different portions of the
work on the lands of the Canadian North-
West provinces, it is pretty certain that
some land will take as much power as
would be needed anywhere. In other
places but a minimum is sufficient. I'our
1,400 pound horses will be kept warm
with a 14 in. breaker in some soils, while
in others two lighter horses will cover the
same ground in a day.

Though the above rules of cultivation
hold good-generally, anyone going into the
south part of Alberta, which has been
termed semi-arid till of late years, should
observe ‘the system of neighbors and pro-
cure a copy of the reports of the dry farm-
ing conventions. Much of Southern
Alberta is irrigated and extensive systems
have been instituted for distributing water,
but in the same localities fall wheat was
raised by dry farming methods and cap-
tured first prize at the great exhibition at
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Farmers and Merchants of Western Canada_

Spot wheat at Fort William and Port Arthur during the last-few.
weeks has been selling up around the dollar mark for 1 Northern, and

_ these prices and even higher are likely to be maintained throughout

October and November. There never was such an acute position in
wheat and wheat products in the United States. The visible supply of

wheat and flour there at the present time is the lowest on record and .

they will need nearly every bushel of their hard spring wheat for’
mixing with the soft winter wheat for milling purposes, and this
means that Western Canada will have' to fill the hard spring
wheat requirements of Kurope 'for mixing purposes for all this
season. It will take the United States flour mills grinding at
full capacity several months to fill the sales already made and get
stocks back near normal conditions, as their stocks are now right down
to the boards. The deterioration through excessive rains in the winter
wheat states is, we understand, considerably larger than reported, and
we claim there is no reason whatever for farmers here sacrificing their
wheat at ridiculously low prices, and every bushel of our wheat should
be sold at not less than $1.00 per bu#hel in store Fort William or Port
Arthur basis 1 Northern, and we may easily get higher than this before
the close of navigation. We are satisfied that every bushel of our
wheat that can be got to Fort William and Port Arthur before naviga-
tion closes will be badly wanted and we advise all farmers not to sell
a bushel of wheat at track prices as there will likely be big premiums
paid for spot wheat up to the close of'navigation. The farmers who
have been selling at track prices up to this date have been losers of
from 5ec. to 10c./per bushel, and we urge them not to sell a bushel until
the grain is unloaded at Fort William or Port Arthur. We have figured
this out carefully for years and find the only profitable way is for
farmers to sell their grain after it is unloaded, never at track prices.
We claim that le. per bushel is sufficient for handling grain, therefore
do not give away 5c. or 10c. per bushel by selling at track prices. You
cannot afford it. Don’t get scared that prices, will go to pieces all at
once because we have a big crop. Every bushel will be badly wanted.

Oats and barley will also be in good demand and prices are likely
to go higher, '

We have nothing more to say about flaxseed. Hold it back in the
granaries. You will get big prices for it—considerably over $2.00.

We are grain commission merchants and would appreciate a share
of your carlot consignments. If you have your car loaded and it is on
the C.P.R. or G.T.P,, bill it to Fort William, and if on the CNR, to
Port Arthur, and write on your shipping bill “Advise McBean Bros.,
Winnipeg, Man.,” so we can check up the inspection and weighing when
the car arrives, which insures the grain being graded as high as it will
stand.

We make big advances against carlots of grain, and when the grain
is sold and we have the outturns, settlement is made promptly, This
usually means a big convenience to the shipper.

McBEAN BROS.

GRAIN EXCHANGE " WINNIPEG, MAN.

Sept. 24, 1915. :
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Advice from McBean Bros. to the

VTR

i

LI T

=
=
=
=
==
-]
=

1
i

1
i

T

|
g
it

Buy Reliable Plow Shares

OUR SHARES ARE GUAR-
ANTEED TO GIVE PER-
FECT SATISFACTION

12in.$2.00 each 15in.$3.80 each

.80 each
.76 each

Order from this advertisement
Give number
= stamped on back of old share.

WALLACE-McCORMACK & CO. = st ricr war

13in.$2.60 each 16in.
14in.$2.26 each 18in,

and save time,

(

237 Main St.

Official Tazidermist To Manitoba Government

Western Canada’s
Leading Taxidermist

Send us your
Game Birds to
Mount.

Wholesale and
Retail Decalers in
Indian Curios,
Game Heads, Elk
Tusks, and Live
Wild Animals,

where.
able, powerful

r . vill
A full line of taxi- iv;ldxmy yosition,

dermist’s supplies.

We buy all kinds of
Rare Birds and

Mammals few seconds if necessary.:
Write for Price Lists. ' Equipped with auto-
matic tip cleaner, which
E. W. DARBEY prevents clogging,
. Holds one quart gaso-
Winnipeg line and burns 15 hours

on one filling.

Storm and Rain Proof

The Acorn Iantern
is invaluable tp Camp- §
ers, Hunters, Railrcad
Men, Soldiers, Farmers .
and househoiders every-

The Acorn Lantern is_
an_ efficient, safe, reli-
and
economical light, abso-
luteler storm proof and’

ourn anywhere and’

Simple in construction
and in operation. Easy

to light and extinguish.:
Can be taken apart in a°

Agents Wanted. Write for terms and territory

Winnipeg

o L United Manufacturers
Fine Camera and out-
0, Beautiful Post Cards at 10cents each. Satisfaction

S S S 8 5
\ Galt Building
g FRE fit for selling 20 Large Colored
Art & Religious Pictures or zoakgu.
uar
1 d. hoice today.
GATES MFG. CO., Dept. 341. CHICAGO The Western Home Monthly.

When writing advertisers pleass mention




