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Protestant Commitiee of the Council of Public Instruction.

Rerogy of Snb-Committee on the relation of the Protestant Universities and Protes-
tant Superior Schools to the Professions and Professional Examinations :—

. Complaint is made that the Bar Act of the last Session has infringed on the
1ghts and privileges of the Protestant minority in this Province, as regards educa-
0‘3“‘ By that Act both the general system of education, regulated by the Protestant
foummlttep of the Council of Pablic Instruction, and the general course of study
w ;’Wed in the Protestant Universities (McGill College and Bishop’s College), as
re Las the special law course of these institutions, have been interfered with, and
€ Dow endangered.
w In order to attain to a clear understanding of the question raised, it will be as
ell te consider :—
Co 1. What are the rights and privileges secured to the Protestant minority by the
federation Aect (The British North Amerjca Act, 1867) ?

asig 2.‘; In what respects have these rights and privileges been infringed upon or set
o

Yef The following extract from the Confederation Act gives in full the clauses
eITing to education :—
law “8ec, 93, In and for each Province the Legislature may exclusively make

8‘}n relation to education, subject and according to the followiag provisions :
res 1. Nothing in any such law shall prejudicaily affect any right or privilege with
P Pect to denominational schools, which any class of persons have, by law, in the

fovince at the Union.
im 2, All the powers, privileges and duties of the Union, by law conferred and
ROPOSed in Upper Canada on the separate schools and school trustees of the Queen’s
sghman Catholic subjects, shall be and the same aro hereby extended to the dissentient

O?}S of the Queen’s Protestant and Roman Catholic subjects in Quebec,
law 3. Where in any Province a system of separate or dissentient schools exists by
ap at the Union, or is thereafter established by the Legislature of the Province, an
Prpea_al shall Jie to the Governor General in Council from any act or decision of any

OVincial authority affecting auy right or privilege of the Protestant or Roman

211@ minority of the Queen’s subjects in relation to education.

on 1n case any such Provincial law, as from time to tim_e. seems t0 thq Governor
is n0!‘al in Council requisite for the due execution of the provisions of this section,
un ot made, or in case any decision of the Governor General in Couneil on any appeal
or this gection is not duly executed by the proper Provincial authority in that
alf, then and in every such case, and as far only as the circumstances of each case
lre, the Parliament of Canada may make remedial laws for the due execution of
un deOVI_sions of this section, and of any decision of the Governor General in Council

r this section.”

vI.t 13 clear from these provisions that thedifferences known to exist in the severalk
to ¢, "‘CC? on the subject of education were recognized, and that while granting power
it,ie,"ch Province to make its own laws in relation to education, the rights of minor-

® vere to be respected and maintaived.

4use 1 guards denominational schools establisbed in the Province at the Union.
at ¢ ‘a‘m? 2 provides that the powers, privileges and duties conferred and imposed
issee Vnion in Upper Canada on Roman Catholics, shall be and are extended to
Ntient schools, Roman Catholic or Protestant, in Quebec.
W), 2U8es 3 and 4 give the right of appeal to the Governor General, and power to
¢ remedial laws to the Parliament of Canada in case of need.
IQW. under Clause i, the Universities must be classed :
E!lgl . B{ﬂhOp’s College is an institation founded and governed by the Church of
And in Canada.
« McGill College is essentially Protestant.
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