
mccl the wholc family, and we enjoyed many visits with
lii. Mis English was picturesque but adequate and
he carricd a dictionary wo be used in case of a deadlock.

Me gave me the first book on Finland that 1 hiad accu,
-Tbrough Finland in Carts," by Mns. Alec Tweedie, and
from it 1 got a fascinating picture of the Finma with thcir
sog and sports and their hcroic struggle for existence
as a nation. The book was written in 1913 andit k stilI
inteweating reading. I wonder if the countrywomen adnl
wa.sh tlieir clothes in the streams and if they stili thiuk
kt qucer to sec people cat jamn with dicir bread?

In Mn. Twcedie's book 1 got iny first taite of their
epic pocm, the "Kalevala," which was published in 1835,
but was centuries in the making. 1 scourcd the libraries
for further information on it and found it had been gath-
crd up bit by bit by a Doctor Lonnrat as lic went on hi,
rounds picking up bits cf folklore, and kt became a grat
factor ini preserving their native language apinst the
inroads of Swvedish. For the native authora had dW
covered that the wellito<Io people, the intelligentsia who
couJl afford wo buy bocks, spoke Swedish and their books
would have more buyers if written in the more genteel
language, anmd for that reason the native tongue ims
nelected by native writers.

The «*Kalevala," unlike many other antique epics, ia
diaracteristically gendle andi domestkc delighting in situ-
atis of moral beauty. Dr. Lonnrat ws aucceaful in
cllecting twelve thousand lines. These lie amrngd iut»
thfrty-two runes. A more complete text wa publisheti
in 1887 by A. V. Forsam and the importance of thi
pocm was ai once recognized in Europe, andi translationsa
wcre matie. It was translaied into Engiah ly j, m.
Cnawford lu 1888. An 1<1cm of its style mmy be olitainet
frt ogelws"iwta"wihwswitni
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