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finest men ever produced on the face of the
earth—the fineat statesmen ever known—
every one of them as fine an orator and as

rofound o politician as the hon. member for

nverness—their arguments would not stop
the taxation of Nova Scotia ag long as they
would be talking  That 18 the way 1p which
we are represented, and this 18 the coosatu-
tion which the hon. member for Inverness
has been laboring to defend. The people of
Nova Scotis, 1f they accepted such a conptitu-
tion, would be as abject siaves as the people
of Tarkey, the serfs of Russia, the fellahs of
Egypt—the most degraded people on the face
of the earth  Doee tho hon. member suppose
that the people of frec Nova Scotin will sub-
mit with the certain knowledge that the Sta-
tute is vord Why 18 the Imperal Statute
void? Simply becausce its preamble is false.
If that preamble were true, no man would be
inssne enough to dispute 1ts validity. If the
people of Nova Scotis demred Confederation
with Canads on the conditions mmposed by
that Act, and the Queen of England were
willing to confederate us, there would have
been nothing improper or unconstitutional
inthe Act It would not then have required
the intorference of the Lords and Commons,
because the Sovereign, as I have shewn, was
the original legisiator of Nova Sootia. If
the Queen then had expreesed s wish to the
people of Nova Scotia that they should join
in a confederation with Canada, and the peo-
ple of Canada had assented, and the people
of Nova Scotia, on being consulted at the
polls, had sent to this House a majority of
representatives willing and anxious for the
federal union, snd a Provincial Statute had
confirmed 1t, the British Statute would have
been sound end conetitutional

But that has not been the case,—tho Act
passed against the will of the people of Nova
Scotia. It was not simply passed without
coneunlting them, but paesed after nsulting
them, fraudulently,dishonestly, by falsehood,
by misrepresentation, by intrigue, by decep-
tion, by every species of crimipality, which
politicians could commit against a country
1t was known to the men who went to Eng-
land on the delegation, that the people did
not want Confederation, and that the major-
ity of them were opposed to it. Corruptly
undertaking to biud the people of Nova
Scotia {in that Confederation they went to
England and falsely informed the Qucen, the
Government snd the Parlisment of that coun~
try that the people desired Confederation A
fraud wes practised on the people and legie-
Iature of England to obtain the parsage of
the Act, and wo know that 1n law thereis a
very wholesome priuciple, that ‘fraud vi-
tiates all thinge.”’> Ever since the comn»
mencement of the world frasud has vitiated
every human contract and transaction 1uto
which 1t entercd 'There never has been a
mean who, having been defranded out of his
rights, would not at the first opportunity 1es
1avest himself with those rights, because ao-
cording to the laws of nature and reason, ac-
cording to natural justice fraud vitiates every
transaction. A statute 18 not exempt from
this allwpervading (principle of equity. A
statute, powerful as it isin England, 18 not,
I say, exempt from that principle, and the

people of this continent and of the whole ¢civ-
1lized world will instantly joim in one loud
chorug to pronounce that a statute obtained
by fraud to be vord The advocates of Con~
federation will soon find the truth of the old
saying “‘honesty is the beat policy,”’—1t
would have been wiser 1in them, 1f they ex-
pected to gain anything by Confederation, to
have submitted the question to the people at
once, 1nstead of trusting to force it on us by
fraud, deception snd misrepresentation —
These men, however, performed an act of po-
htioal sessesination, and deliberately, in
Canada and with Canadmn sharpers, con
cooted a sct.eme to rob Nova Scotia of her
independence These statements are all true,
snd I am not ashamed of the truth I know
certain classes in Nova Scotis who are
ashamed of the trutn,—who have a strong
aversion toit, who love the opposite of trath
for 1ts own sake and the sake of ita expected
fruits, but T am not afraid of the truth, and 1
eay here, that these men wickedly, malicious-
ly and dishonestly conspired to destroy the
constitution of Nova Scotia, which the people
rightfully prize above all things  If they
had not been fools as well as Eomething
worge we would have been in an unpleasant
condition to-day, but it has been wisely or«
dained that the rogue 18 alwaysa fool  If 1t
were not for the folly of the knave he would
never be detected, and therefore it is that the
maxim has srisen *‘honesty is the best poli-
cy.”” If heaven had not affected those men
with judicial blindness, our Liberties would
have been lost, but we owe our ealvation and
the salvation of the constitution to the exces-
stve weakness of themen who having banded
themselves together for the purpose of aiding
the conspirators in Canada in the destruc-
tion of Nova Scotis, were so slly, such in-
concervable political nincompoops, as not to
perceive that 1t required a statute of Nova
Scotia to bind the'people of Nova Scotia
The same men are unable to rake up a single
constitutional argument 1n support of their
postion To this utter ignorance of every
principle of constitutional law Nova Scotia
must ascribe her safety

The gentlemen who did us this favor choge
the Imah jobas thewr model, they have not
even the ment of origmality, for thewr plot
18 & mere 1mitation of the other They had
not the wit to concerve & plot of their own,
but borrowed from Pitt and Castlercagh
There was, however, only s certsin portion
which they were capable of borrowing, they
could not borrow therr wisdom, for as is
geperally the case with gervile imitators of
others, they only pick up the faulte and de-
fects, while they are unable to copy the per—
feations or merita of their models The
McCullys, the Archibalds, the Tuppers and
and the Henrys, and such most worthy oha-
racters, in mitating Pitt and Castleresgh,
were able to imitate them only in their vices;
they were as corrupt, and even more so, be-
cauee Pitt and Castlereagh pocketed nothing,
while these gentlemen all managed to pocket
gomething,—therefore they were wiser n
their generation They imitated, I ssy, the
faults which rendered that Irish job con-
temptible 1n the oyes of the world,—whioh
made onc of the finest people in the world



