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fame Manner as in 1 698, in which Year, according to the Accoùnts tranfmit-
ted by Sir John Noiris from Newfoundland, they paid from £. 5 to £x5 per
Boat, which muft be afligrned for One of the Reafons why they quitted the
Fifhing Trade fo foon after the A& paffed, and why they have declined it
eve· fince; neverthelefs, as the faid A& has dire&ed, by a preceding Claufe,
that thofe who had detained after 1685 any Beach or other Places for cur-
ing, drying, or hufbanding of Fifh, whicli before that Timnbelonged to
the Fiflhing Ships, lhoúld relinquilh the fame to the public Ufe of .he Fifi-
ing Ships arriving there. It cannot be imagined that the aforefaid Provifg
was intended to abridge them 'of fo great and neceffary a Privilege, much
lefs .t permit the Planters to poffefs more Flakes and Beach than, they
adually want for curing and drying their Fifh, in proportion to the Num-
ber of Boats they employ, or to extend their Flakes and Huts'by the. Wa2 '
te'r Side, or behind'thofe of the Fifhing Ships, contrary to the anicient Cuf-
tom of the Fifhery.

It muft be alfo remarked, that notwithftanding Placentia and feveral
other Places lately poffeffed by the French in Newfoundlancl, were furren-
dered to Great Britain in compliarnce with the Yreàty of Utrecht, the Fifh-
ing Ships enjoy no other Advantage thereby, than by filhing .at the Ifland
of St. Peter's; the Stages, Beaches, &c. at Placentia,and in thofe·Parts, be-
ing engroffed by fome of Your Majefty's Subje&s inhabiting there. For
although the French, by the 14 th Article of the faid Treaty, were only al,
lowed to remove with their mxoveable E ffeds, yet her late Majefty by lier
Letter of the 23 d of Junie 1713, to Colonel Nicholfon, 'having permitted
themn to difpofe of their.Houfes, l3eaches, and other .Immoveables, they

,were bought up by particular Perfons in-Hopes of letting then out,'Annual-
ly to the Fifhiermen, which has effeéually difcouraged the Fifling Trade in
that Part-of the Country.

To which may be added, That the Importation of Wine, and all other
Neceffaries (except Sait) for the Fiflhery by the Ships which proceed to
'Newfoundland -froni Portugal,,Spain,, and other Foreign Parts, is a DW-
couragement to the Adventuràs in gencral, whofe Ships are viâüalled,,and
'Stores provided in this Kingdom.

Nor cai we conclude without taking Notice, that we have -ately received
Letters from Your Miajéfty's Confuls, and the Merchants refiding in Spain,
Portugal, and Italy, that the Fifh brought to thofe' Markers frot.' New-
foundland, for fome Years ,paft, las been for the noft Part fo very ill cured'
that the Confumptionthereof is g:eatly abated,: and that the Trade is, in
Danger of being thereby loft.

Upon tle Whole, th-refore, we tmoft huribly crave Leaye to offer it as
oi Opinionto Your Majefly,

That this important Fifhery at Newfoundland can never, be revived or
reflored to its former flourilfhing State and, Condition until it be again
wholly tarried on 'by Fifhing Ships, according to its ancient Cufnom, and
regulated by, Laws agreeable thereunto.

ArMd that xe moat effiaual Method o remove ail the aforennioned
Obitruâ,ions, and to rcftrain the lrregulariies and Diforders of the ;Fifhcr
men, as well as to encourage the Adventurcrs to returri to tlheir IImpIoy-
ment, would be to remove the Inliabitants or Plantcrs to, Nova Scotia, or
to fone other of Your Majefty's Plartations in America.

N°r. F Neverthek0,
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