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>fame Manner as in 1698, in which Year, according to the Accounts tranfmit-

ted by Sir John Nortis from Newfoundland, they paid from £. 5 to Lerg per
“-"Boat, which muft be affigned for One of the. Reafons why, they quitted the
‘Fithing Trade fo foon after the A& pafled, and why they have declined it
- ever fince ; neverthelefs, as the faid A& has directed, bya preccdmg Claufe,
that thofe' who had detained after 1685 any Beach or other Places for cur-
ing, drying, or hufbanding of Fifh, which before that Time belonged to
the Fithing Ships, fhould relmquh the fame to the public Ufe of the Fifh-
ing Ships arriving there. It cannot be imagined that the aforefaid Provifo
was intended to abridge them of fo great -and neceffary a Privilege, much
lefs.tp permit the Planters to poffefs more Flakes and Beach than' they
actually want for curing and drying their Fifh, in proportion to the Num-
ber of Boats they employ, or to extend their Flakes'and Huts by the- Wa~"
ter Side, or behind thofe of the F ifhing thps, contraty to the ancxcnt Cuf-
‘tom of the Fifhery.

It muft be alo remarked, that noththﬁandmg Placemm and feveral
other Places lately poflefled by the French in Newfoundland, were furren-
+ dered to Great Britain in compliance with the Treaty-of Utrecht, the Fifh-

ing Ships enjoy no other Advantage thereby than by fithing at the Ifland
of St. Peter’s; the Stages, Beaches, &c. at Placenna, and in thofe Parts, be:
ing engroffed by fome of Your Majefty’s Subjects inhabiting there. For
although the French, by the r4th. Article of -the faid Treaty, were ohly al-
Jowed to remove with their moveable Effe@s, yet her late Majetty, by her
*Letter of the 23d of June 1713, to Colonel Nicholfon,. ‘having "permitted
them to difpofe of their Houfes, Beaches, and other Immoveables,. they
.were bought up by particular. Perfons in Hopes of letting them out’ Annual-
+ Iy to the Fifhermen, which has effetually dxfcouracred the F xﬂuno Trade in
that Part of the Country. ‘

" To which may be added, That the Imponatxon -of Wme, and all other L B

Neceffaries  (except Salt) for the Fifthery by the Ships which’ proceed to
Newfoundland -from Portugal, Spain, and other Foreign Parts, is a Dil-
couragement to the Adventuris in general, who{e Shtps are v:é‘tualled and
‘Stores provided in this Kingdom. :
Nor can we conclude without takmg Nonce, that we have lately recmved ;
Letters from Your Majefty’s Confuls, and the Merchants refiding: in Spain,
Portugal, and Italy, that the Fifh brought to thofe' Markets' from Neéw-.

. foundland, for fomé Years paft, has been for the moft Part fo very ill curcd -

that the Confumpnon .thereof is greatly abatcd and that the Tradc xs in
Danger of being thereby loft. -

Upon the Whole, th-refore, we' moﬁ humbly crave Leave to oﬁ'u‘ xt s Lo

our Opinion.to Your Majefty,

That this importanc Fifliery at Newfoundhnd can never, be rev;ved orﬁ“ ,

reftored to its former flourithing State and. -Condition until it be. again.

wholly carried on by Fithing' thps, according to . its ancient Cuﬂ:om, and’
regulated by Laws aoreeablc thereunto.

And that the moft effeCual Method to remove ;zll the afore-menuoneJ =

, ‘Obftrué"txons, and to reftrain the Irregularities and Dxiorders of the Fither-

men, as well as to encourage the Advenmrm to return to their meloy- R

ment, would be to remove the Inhabitants or Planters to. Nova Scon
‘1o fome other of Your Majefty’s Planmnons n. x\mcuc.l R
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