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Belleville Reform Club'.' He is -a Liberal
in ' politics, and for many years took a
very active part in the political contests
of the cotinty. He commenced practice

a barrister in November, 1862 ; in 1866,
he formed a partnership with Cîty Clerk
Robertson, andsubsequently, in 1878, with,

jtàe late Mr. Jellett, and, is now senior
member of the firm of Flint & Sherry,
solicitors for the Bank of Commerce, Belle-
ýjje. Mr. Flint was, in 1884, appüinted
rolice magistrate of Belleville. He is an

adlierentof the Methodist church. He ac-
tively assisted in the erection of a Hospital

and lIome for the Friendless, and is a mem-
ber of the advisory board'. In1859hevisited
the continent in company with Judge La-

' zier' Alemander ý Robertson, M. P., and the
late Mr. Jellett ; and in 1884 lie'visited the

Yellowstone Park. In . September, 18661,
he married Eliza, daughter of the late E. W

golton, and niece of Hon. L. H. Holton.
Gowang -Hon. James - ]Rtobert9

Senator, Barrie, and ex-Judge of ', the
judicial district of Sirncoe, was boru in
the County of Wexford, Ireland, on the

22nd Dec. ý 1817. His parents were Henry
Hatton and Elizabeth'(nee Burkitt) Gowan.

When young Gowan was in' his fifteenth
year his parents emigrated to, TJppe« Canada,

and thereafter,'Îor many years, the father
of our subject was deputy clerk of the'
Crown and Pleas for the County of Simcoe.
Tb truly worthy man died in 1863, at,
the ripe age of 84. James Robert Gowan
had attended school for several years in
Ireland, but the greater part of his edu-
cation was obtafned in Canada. . When his,

educaïiondî studiés were completed, he en-
tered upon a course of law with the 11o'n-

ourable James E. -Small, of Toronto, scilici-
tor-general for U. ppér Canada. In 1839 he

was W11ed to the bar, and began his practice
in partnership with Mr. Smali. ' Four years

ýfter, being caJIedto the bar, lie was appoint-
ýd jùdge of, the judicial district of Simeoe,

now etabracing Muskoka and Parry Sound.
This appointinent, was made by the Bald-
win-Lafontaine Liberal Administration., No

tribute is needed from any peu to the legal
capabilities and the integrity of a young

man whom'Robert Baldwin would select, at
theýage of 26, to fill, a place u pou the bench.

Such au appointment is exiremely -rare, ii
not altogether exceptional,, in our judicial
hàtory. The* yotinfr jud'e at once entered

heart and soul into' his work, and his exer-
tions in the judicial, organization of his dis-

triet were so successful that in the year fol-
lowing hÙ appointment the magîstrafes of

the district presented hîm with a anuff-b6x
of wrou(Yht gold, bearing an appropriate in-
scription. The district over which Judge

Gowan waa called to preside was one of the
larg'est in Upper Canada, and he was obliged
to face many hardships and dangers in his
pioneer work.- But, under his patience and
energy, obstacles dîsappeared, and " with
such-diligénce," says a writer, " did he per-

form hîs du ties that af ter the lapse of nearly
twenty-six years lie was able to sày, 'I have
never been absent froin. the superior courts,.
over which 1 preside, and, as to the division

courts (except when on other d'aties. at the in-
stance of.the government), fif ty days woulcl
cover all the occasions when a deputy acted
for me."' As will be seen by glancing at
the - Canadian Legal Directory," gover'n-
ment as well as associations- ý -of the bench
always held the i u4ment ' - learning and wis-

dom of Mr. Justice Gowan in high esteem.
In 1857 the judges ' of the courts of Qiieen's
Bench and Common Pleas, being emp'w ered

to associate a' district judge with them in'
making certain provisions regarding fées- l'under the ' Common Law Procédure, Act,

elected Judge Gowan for that duty. - The Act
for assimilating the Canadian law of probate
and administration to that of England, and
providing for courts in every judicial dis-
trict, required the appointment by the gov-
ernor of threejudges-a judg

ZD ge of one of the
stiperior courts of common'law, à j udge of
the court of chancery. and a count judge,y

'to make rules and orders regulating proce-
dure in these' courts, and for carryincr thé
provisions of the law into full effect-and
3 ustice Burns, Vice-Chancellor Spragge
and Judge Gowan -were the three judges
appointed for> the purpose inAuiyust, 1858,
and who subsèquently framed and settled
the orders whicli now reculate the courts.
Sir James Macaulay thus wrote in regard to,
the. ser.vices rehdered by our subject in the

work of « the consohdation -of the publie
statutes of theý'country . 'l I feel every con-

fidence thata good work has been achieved
and a désirable basis laid- for future legisla-
tion ; and.for' the able services rèndèred. by

Jud(ye Gowan the government, the legîs-
lature and the publie, as w'ell as myself, are

indebted to him," - In 1869 -Judge" Gowaný
was appointed, chairman of the Board of

County Jud'rs, a body which reeulates the
procédure of thé division courtsaud settles,
conflicting décisions, their orders having the
force of law throughout the province, After
the confédération of the provinces it became
necessary to assimilate and consolidate the

crimînal laws of the several provinces. This,ý


