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of Uniforin Canal ToUs and Free Rough Lumnber and
iingles Imported into United States Should Stimulate
cportation of the B. C. Lumber Product to Atlantic
aboard of the Republic.

-itish Columbia lumbermen have followed with con-
)le interest the recent legisiation in the United States,
larly in connection with the tariff changes and the
a Canal tolls..
le removal of the duty on rough lumber and shingles
s0 the repeal of the tolis exemption on American
Lsing the canal have been opposed strenuously by the
'men of the Pacific States on the ground that if these
7es were passed they would not be able to meet the
:ition of the milis in British Columbia. Many erron-
itements and arguments were used in this connection,
)ugh the predictions of general ruin to the Washing-
d Oregon lumber industries will not be fulfilled, it
e admitted that the opening of a market of 100,000,000
to British Columbia products cannot do anything but
ýe the trade. To what extent the benefit will be feit
a matter of speculation.
) to date the only improvemnent noticed as a resuit of
novai of the duty on rough lumber and shingles has
cedar luniber and shingles. Little or no fir bas been

ross the border.
le growing scarcity of cedar in the United States
necessitates the use of inferior rnaterial gives the
rade cedar products of British Columbia a preference
LJ. S. markets when they can be sold at anything near
ne price as the Washington or Oregon products. Feor
-son the cedar lumber and shingle manufacturers have
ble to seli more of their outvut in the United States
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British Columbia milîs should be able to land luniber in
those ports for from $5.00 to $10.00 per M. cheaper than
the present prices of the same grades of southern pine. This
difference in price-is certain to awaken the interest of east-
eru buyers, and of course the large sizes which can be
secured for structural timbers cannot be obtained from any
place but the Pacific coast.

The repeal of the clause proviing for the exemption
of tolîs on American vessels using the Panama Canal in
interstate trade bas removed an obstacle which was ex-
pected to prevent B. C. lumber froni competing in this
trade, and the advantage of being able to use slips of any
nationality will undoubtedly afford bettcr and cheapDer
shipping facilities to British Columbia than to the Pacific
States. The monopoly granted to American ships in inter-
state trade in return for the strict regulations imposed by
the U. S. Government, lias resulted in greatly increasing
the cost of both building and operating American vessels
and lias not as expected encouraged the growth of the mer-
chant fleets. A proof of this is that the U. S. Governnenit
finds it cheaper to employ foreign vessels to transport coal
for its navy than to use American bottoms.

Mr. Robert Dollar, head of the great Dollar fleet of
Pacific lumber carriers, in a letter to the London Times
gave some interesting figures in this connection. He said:

"I will give you some figures which will show that the
British vessels will continue to do business at the old stand,
and, inasmuch as 1 own British and American vessels ai
am engaged in the lumber trade, I am able to give you the
data correctly; and, as this is a criterion for ail other trades
and commodities, it should convince British shipowners
that they have nothing to fear froni American ships, either
coastwise or foreign.

"Tumber ordinarily can be bouglit in British Columbia
as cheap as on Pu,-et Sound, so we have only the trans-


