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Bo the fact so, or the reverse, I could weention the names of masy
in our profczssion in Quebee, Montreal, Kingsten, ‘Coronto, and else-
where, whosc claims are far higher than the sbove named geatlemuu,
wero I not deterred by the fact that L shoutd fall into the same crror
2s Dr Grant’s very injudicious friend has involved him io,

June 24, 1871, Yours truly,

« M. D.

o

TIE EXTERNAL TREATMENT OF SCARLATINA.

BY DR. J. MUIR, ANTWERP, N. T.

Tho articlo of Dr. W. E. Whitchead, of the U. S. Army, on
the treatment of Scarlet Fever, copied in the last issue of the
Cunadu Lancet fron the Puvific Medieal and Swyeal Journal, pro-
sents somo features, in referenco o which & certun diversity ot
professional opinion appoars to exist. I refer more particularly
to tho external treatment therein advocated. Tho application of
water, (cold, tepid or warm,) to tho surfaco of the body, and
inunction, at intervals, with vavious fatty substances, form the
two proceedings which most oxtensively obtain, and to which, in
tho presont communication, I shall, for tho most part, limit my-
self  And, that wo may view both scctions of the subject on
their merits, and according to testimony adduced, I profer that
our consideration of thcm should be separate and distinct.
Treusseau, Niemeyer, Liebmeister, Watson, Tannor, Flint,
Wood, aud many other acknowlelge) medical authorities give
avery prominent place in their works to the caternal appli}
cation of water, at differcnt degrees of temperatury, in the treat.
ment of Scarlatina.  Flint appears to favor the wet pock of the
bydropathists,’ whilec most of the others esteem a simplo bath as
equally officacious. Mere sponging. howevor, has its advocates,
and tho somewhat heroic cold doucho or aflusion 1s nut without
its frionds Torhaps to Pricssnitz, in somo mcasurc, are we
indebted for the more extendod introduction of water as a reme
dial agont in Variola, Suarlatina and Rubeola.”  But, while not
a fow of our most cminent medical teachers enjuin its omploy-

1. A Treatiso on tho Principles and Practice of Medicize, by Austin
Flint, M.D,, H. C. Lea, 1868, 3td ed,, pages 810 snd 922,

2. Hyduaties, a3 practiscd by ¥, Priessnitz, ot Uracfenburg, W, Badde,
N.Y. 3rd ed,, page 146.



