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grace, morey, and peace to Egypt. In the words of Isaiah, following,
sories of heavy denunciations, wili be given blessings : ““In that (i::y
shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan,
and swoar to the Lord of hosts; one shall be called, The ity of
dostruction,”™

Just now n more cheerfui *arn of uffairs is indicated in & range of
glowing promises of resuscitation under providence which was befor,
long to grow gracious.  Some cities of Egypt were to begin to feel the
impalse of o vast civilization ; the inhubitants would learn to speak
new laaguage, oven the language of Canaan. Five of them in partie-
ular should be converted unto the true God, and swear allegiancs ang
loyalty of religious service ; among which is given one that seems to
have o fame of supreme wickedness in its name, the ¢¢ City of Destryc-
tion,” the old name which John Bunyan chose as the designation of
his allogorical town, from which the alarmed pilgrim fled with lis fin.
gors in his curs,

Of course, the primary meaning of this declaration is that civiliz.
tion from Canaan shall press across the borders of Egypt; the dull
Orient shall feel the sprightliness and impulse of the Occident. TFrom
the North shall come cool bracin,; winds of enterprise which will awake
the cnervate South into activity. Bub this cannot be all that the
inapiriting prediction means; the expression is not unusual in pro-
phooy. Zvphanianh says the sanic tuing under a similar figure : “For
then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call
upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent.”

Much learning has been exhausted in a vain attempt to fix localitics
and identify histories, so as to setile exactly what five cities are
intended in this announcement. Heliopolis, Memphis, No-ammon,
Alexandrin, and Tahpanhes have Leen menticned. bu. .+ despair of
becoming clear, some commentators have apparently been ready to
grow mystical, and essert that five was only a round number derived
from an Oriontal custom of ceunting on one’s fingers.  The ““City of
Destrwtion,” rendered immortal in literature at least by the allegory
of **Pilgrim’s Progress,” is without doubt Heliopolis; but whether
the naine signifies thul Heliopolis from which came most of the fam-
ous ohelisks scattered over the world, was so very wicked as {o be
called Destruction itself, or the rather was so strong with its vast
university and real learning as to destroy thosc other towns in their
jgrorance and vice, can never be decided—aud really the question is
not worth the discussion.

But this other question concerning the new tongue to be introduced
into Egypt is very curious and interesting. Is the English language
the ** language of Canaan”?  Some facts are of great importance con-
cerning the growth in the use of @ common method of speech through
out thut vust region of the Orient, Letters can be sent, and telegrms




