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Sinrt Ahit-us.
Srflumnî Siliart. ut Non Portage, u.,

tenter in Renterai mercianile and
country pratiuct. ledi beau in business
tlîrea years, but tend nover. lutn tht
present occîaion, vjlted tht City
tvhere tlîa large share of lits pur-
Chosies cailla front.

Goang ta tha City Was saîîietlîlng te
'hileh lie ali long looketi forward.
lie tecnd dreamnt af It whlen lia was a
clerk., lie tend eagerly îîuestloîeti the
travelling mîen about Il. anti lits aIt!
employer always talc! merveliaus
tales wlîeî lie returneti froim lits an-
nuet trlip.

'%%lin tht olti man tilet, auti Solo-
mon. assîstoîl by bIs father-in.Iaw.
w'as enableti tu buy the tock, lie be-
gail ta arrange for a business trip ta
tha City, but sonichoiv evêry plan hae
maîde tvas lnterfereîl wltb nnd calla
ta nauglit. It was a source of grant
grief ta hlen that bie caulti not carry
out lt plnes.

"If 1 coulti ouîly get ta Toledo," ha
arIen sald ta is wlfe, "I coulti save nt
least teln par cent. an prîces. andi I
coul>! pIck up lots of thulngs et blg dis-
counts. AIL tht Jabblng bieuses have
atits anti ends tlîat tlîey are ivllllng
ta sel! nt anythlng ilîey cati gai. In
ortier ta get r>' i U t stuif . 1 liate
ta buy ai drirîîmers. It coats piles of
nioney ta kicel) tlieni on the road. andc
thie men that buy of thein ]lave ta
pay lt.."

Solomon. as may be supposed, tvas
niat popular wibh travelling men. lits
contempt for tbemn tva expreseseti
openly. anti lits opinion of their baIng
a. cur.ce ta relallers ivas usually the
lIrsi tling lie tolti th-nii. aiter lie tend
looked et their cards. -Some of tbamn
argued, the flatter wlth hM. Some
af tht more Independent nienbers of
tlîe profession talt ina lie wîas a
blank faoo. But thosa wtho calleti regu-
iarly lot bien say is say anti then
squeezeti an order frant hlm, keeplng
tlîelr opinion of hlm fer use oulsîde
the store.

lits pecullar opinion af traeilng
salesmen was not is only pecullarlty.
!test of "the beya" oi tht rond ni.m-
tioned iehl as "Smarty Smart." ba-
cause of certain tendencles he bail ai
maklng reluctions In pices, of nmark-
lng off chiarges for cariage or boxIng.
or of returnlng goouds becauso ha haed
changed bIs mlnd cller buylng ihant.

Solemnon dldn't lntenti ta be mean ;
hae fancleti lit n'as only standing up
for bIs rîgli ta. andi If he occaslonally
took a little nitre than bis coniscience
tld hlm w-as bIs "rlghls," lie soothiet
tliat by saylng ta bliestîf that the
bouse wanted ta sel! bill% sa mlghty
bati they wauld stand It.

Let a man ba constîtuteti as Solo-
mon w-as anti lits "smartnesa" grows
on hlm. fie bcd an Idea that every
bouse ha bus froni la irylng ta gat
unfair ativantage of hlm,. anti that ha
muai proscrnt a bolti front or hae wl,
but Impaseti upon. He always niagni-
lies bis Importance as a buyer. anti
fancles that overy order hae sends Ia
la met wlth a liand-orgae anti treateti
ta champagne.

Sa. when hae onalîs saw bIs way
ulear ta make tht long-% Isheti-for
vîsît, some7 of bis pleasantest anticipa-
tions wvero tIle welcomes hae expecteti
fromi tht beua of tht whalesala
bouses. andi tht Invitations hie waulti
recolve ta dîne anti w-Ina wlth them.
Dut hae dId flot propose that they
ahoulti pull t woi Lever is eyts. lit
w-ould sbc,%v thorn that hae %vas no
1.grecay.- anti that ha hîneit abat %as
what.

Ha carrîeti two large empty valises
wlth hlmn ta brlng bhume as much of
bIs purchases as passible as baggage.
anti w-hn hae reacheti tht City bote!
laie In tht avcnlng tht clerk sîzed ielm
up as easlly anti as accurately as If
hae bad k<nawn hlm for e.ges, anti sent
hlmn ta one af the potresi rooas ln the
bouse mnost unceremonlausly.

Tht next n'.arnlng. brîglît anti early.
li-. Smart starteti aut ta do business.
fila flrst chtll "'as on a.hardware man
w-itb whorm ha bail donc considérable
business, anti front whbam lie tvas sure
or a %varma -telcome. 'He w-as met by
a pleasasit young man whtat manner
6eee ta ask. '%Vhat la9 your business?
Ho aketi for Mi-. Braun. hi-. Btraun
was flot dawn set but ho ivoulti ho ln
a short tMn. Would ho w-ait ? No ;
Solomon dldn't propose ta w-aIt Hie
wa.- thera on business anti muai at-
tend ta is hutînes. Perbaps the
young man coulti. watt an hlmn? Na.
Indecti;_ Solomion dldn't caine ta town
ta bca-wattedi an- by cleris. Perbaps
bt' -wouhti call agalni, -but ha saiti It
wlth a tiaubtiul tone-os If hae w-as nlot
sure that ha- would patronîze a bouse
whore the proprîetr dldn't iget 'araunti
celIer In tha mornlnig. Then agaln
hoe w-as somow-bat indigûiaft that the

u-lrli eliauli flot luave knew-îin, anti
n lit lie a as a-sketi tu ca% e Il'i~ naile
lit wvent off sayiig It w-es ne nuatier.

'rbei hie calleti nt Slkkoi-'s, tronder-
hîg If anyone woulti ha lit tlere. WVas
Mi-. Slkkor In ? No; did lie want ta
sec inl îersolnclly ? l'eisomially I hie
waiited te secteiînt out business, of
course. lie w-eul! nal bo et tuîa store
tient mîoriug, but i. Pli-ten w-as at
the tlesk. yonder. if hoe woulti do. WVell.
It was gooll ta finti one praprletor In;
andt lie iuioveti ot'er ta Dilrdenla desk,
w-bei-e tliat gentleman w-as busy open-
lig tîe iiornlrg's mauil. lie leokeil up
at the apîrocu af Mi-. Sîîîcrt, sald,
"Gooti nornlng," aind wtiltid for Solo-
moin ta tell hils business.
"'. uila la Mi-. Pli-dan V"
"Yes. ai'," îileasantls'.
Solomomi lied ratlier expectedtiînt ta

say, "Tuis la Mi-. Smert ?" anti ta hld
otît lits ai-nia, se ha w-as soniewhiat Is-
concert-ti.

"I bus gouds of saur uieu"e occa-
sIonally."

"Ycs ? W'iereabouts la your p)lace?"
"Nor-th Portage."
**North Portage. teh ? What la tha

nainîe. please V"
"Siticrt."
"Yes." Soloinon coulti sec tbat hoe

uniglît as adil have salid Smituh , ufai-
as tli-tien's seîîîlîg ta ri-e-I w-as
concti-ned, tanti )ie begant la get cngry.

"Ilowv ls trade. Mi-. Sinart V'
"Itailier dull just ei hîresent."1
"Sari-y ta litai tliet ; hope It till

Iuuuîrove. Y'ou hava a înemorandunî
for sanie nf oui- goode. Mi'. Smart ?
Let mle ccli ona af the men ta w-att
on sou. Churcb, loak -bei-e."

Anti befare Soloinon bcd tîie
ta opan bIs mouth lie n'as Iniroduceti
ta Clîurch. w-ha slioel bands %ville hîlnî
Ilîkeîl bis arm through lits, andtiebd
lMi hall w-ay ta thie imple- rouai.

They nere Rolling on %velt MII Ohurch
akei . I.Let nie sec. Mr. Snucrt, w-bei-c
a your place ?-

"Northî Portage." salti Solomnon In
uits vislest uianiîe. No ane staîneti
tu kn,>n blmu, or ta reineniber Lmr live
seconds.

"'Oh. ses. Northt Portage. \Valte gues
there. Walte*e a goud fellçlw , yuu lîke
bleu, don't you ?'"

"i'd like ta bave hLbr say at home.
I never w-cont ta sec e dr-ummer."

"la tliat se V" anti Chîurch leoketi et

shaîl -n' atari oit ti-st T"
Soleman wasu't prepareti ta ataî't on

ansthlng. It o'asn't at ail -tht w-ay hae
bcnd expecteti ta got amtati. fe dldn't
lîka beîng puahieti tram ane proprîitr
ta anothar. anti thon ta a moe cîerk,
anti ta bave that mon take IL for
granteti tliat hae wa going ta buy
ivltheut any coaxlng or figurlng. lIt
w-as dîcappaînte. lit expecteti ta
hava bought a bill bei-e, but tliert
wc'ie aelliar aloi-es of tlîe samne
int in Toledoa. ant ie belleu cu lie'd

î>unlsh ihesa feIlîruas for theli- Indiffer-
ence by golng somoabwere elau-.. Goati
ldea ! lie w-auld net on Jt.

fie told Church that lie guessed ie
wouldn't ]eave an ardar just thon ,
ninybe lie w-ould comae In agaîn.
Chureh coaxLttre hl c IltIle then. but
it %%as too late. Sulumun ca-s buund tu
go, anti off ha stai-teil for a notion
bouse.

Tht proprlator w-as In t office.
aboeks banda w-Itli lm.re asheti hlm
about trade antI cri-op anti finally pro-
poseti ta show- hlmn santie goda. This
w-as mere la Solomnon's teste, anti lie
buught readlly. but uie %as9dlsguste(l tu
ste tbat lu-lues u~ere no Aunver than thf.
travelling nman bcd otil ai. lia mea-
ioncti thia ta Shaw. "Lower' Il0f

course flot. We can*t ask sou one
piu-t in Toledo anti another In North
Portage. 'My mon Car-ls niy stock in-
tu yaur store, lets sou sec tht gouda,
quoOtes sou lurîces anti pasts you-

"But bis expenses are big. It Cosa
you noting ta seil me now'"

"'Hîs expenses cama out of mY peue-
ket; fiat out of youlrs. 1 w-ouîd ha
mlghty glati If traVelling men %voire
donc aw-ny vrîth. bul it w-ould ha a
eavlng ta me; not -ta you."

This rather staggereti Selaînon. foi-
IL, upgsat ana o! bIs hobbies. As ha
w-as finlsblng anti about ta saY "goad-
by" ta 'Mi-. Shaw, hae saw the book-
keaper wbîapering Into that gentle-
man's car anti toi-n aw-ay.

"Ils thé by. li- Smart, my book-
keeper teNs me hle lias bcd saine cor-
rcspennlenc wîth you aver deductions
matie In reunittances. These huIst
thinga are very nnonOg, anti whbile
the axeoilft In dalla- anti cents la
nothl g, sil busIness ought ta ha donc
in a business w-aY"

Smacrt bekan ta feIl Vers bot-
q'Tlt hook-keeper tells me that saur

lest bill rn nearîs two nianthsl over
timte, anti that you niat onis lrefuseti

ta pas Interest, but titi flot pay ex-
puress an yoîur roinittanice. Non.ý 'Mi.
Siuart, Uîls la nlot rîght. Ou- place ai
busmues la T'oledu, net Noi-th Por'tage.
uti bills ara (tue liera, nlot tliere nid

if ne uilîow thenî ta i-un slxty das
citer duc w-a are loanlng you mnoney,
anti ouglut to ha palti for tue usa aif
lt.11

"I tiam't Roet Intoret fi-oie iii> cus-
toniers." salit Solognoe.

'lThunt's your business anti tualrs.
You do nut oeal then on'a Jobher'a
pîrofit. WC dec! w'lil yau as a husi-
mîtes maii ant iIn ut businîess w'ay. 1
tluk I knatv juat how sou feel," salid
IShaw, pîeasauitly; "w-licmî I began
bualuitas I toNt the sanie wcy. I
aqutazei elteiy cent tieat 1 caulti from
the nm I baîîglit froin ; but 1 dlscav-
Cri-a thuat It w-as îîaar poles. 1 saveti
au ion' cents antI last the goot i l af
the hbous, w-hIih twas woith dollars.
I iipcuk o! nul thula ili a kîntils wa'y,
andi ta avolti futuro mlsuntierstanti-,
luiga. Don't sou thuînk af anytbîng
else ? No ? Well. -gaot-by, 1 am'glid
yau cnuleti anti huipe ta dua marc witli
You lii tht future." Anti before Solo-
uîouî knev LI hie n'as howed out.

But lit n'as bolllng w-lth rage. Hoe
n-as îîartlcularly îuîgry w-lUi hiniseîf.
Ile hiîd alodt tiere anti taken Uic
lecture as If ha w ere a bey. It w'ns In
lis uilniid la c-ancel Ulic arder just blven
ta Shaew. but thuat gentlemian bcnd dis-
îilssetei lnt sa polittîs and sniootbîy
iluat lie luedn'lt Uinie ta do IL. It bail
neyer atemuiet po-sîbla t0 hlm that hae
n-ould uaelîstenati ta aueb a lecture
as thînt wîtliaut gîvîng baok als gooti
as ha got,.anti thoen sening the mai
anti lis gootis te--, a place tubera
thiera is no Insurance agalnst tire.

li noe t'ry hanppy fi-tint ai nulnti
lis nexi cal! w-as on bIs dry - goads
bouse. Mi-. Luce met hlmn, w-len ho
Inti-oducati hlmselt, declideîly c-oldly.
Solinoman begami ta Uîlenk that lia
waulti go ta semai other bouse tvltb
bils ortier rather thoun leave ILIuem'e.
But beora lie malde a mouve ta go
out Mr. Luce asheel., '*Io thorea amy-
thiîng I cani do for you V" .

'I douî't linon als tliere la."
'Oui' Mi-. Gootinon tit flot stop eit

3,uur prlace thea atier day bQ(ac.i uf
yaur :-ablt af returnlng gootia. WVhiiI
w-t nauîd ha glati ta do business nivth
sou. w-t cannut aIlov- anyonp thea piN-
lu-ge uf urck-rlng gouda andi Lli'n
retîunn thien nt aur ex-
pansa If ha happons to change
bIs mînti. I do flot try
ta nicha esiern bouses shauldor nis
nîlatakes. If I niake any In oi-derîng
gooda, anti I don't ste whby 1 shaulil
hear saur burdena-."

'Viy don't sou senti tvat I ordér ?
1 i îIn't ai-titi the bluc print I re-
turnedthe tithler day."

".Ni-. Goadnon- la vers positive that
you tit enter' IL. IL la nînnys posible
that.tue snlait simple lue cariut n-ltl
luumuti)jr dupc ifferently tean man thon
the gouda do «w-len accu la tht wvlole
lîlece. Anti a nian ntlght occaslanally
hbe expecieti ta niake a mistake. as sou
dlle] tht ciller day w-lien you wtvat us
ta senti sou thi-te grass of corseta,
w-hen sou fintendati. sou salti Lifter-
%,ard, tu order but tiri-e tiezef. But
In -tht lest three bills baught off Gooti-
nnw sou have sent back goua. anti IL
la flot passible thuat hae madet such
mistakes. Then sou deduct front bill.
ibough matie out lit prudes ag-ted
upon.*'

"Tht lest camibrirs w-are blleti liai!
a cent too I10gb. salti Solomauun.

Thoen sîuu smiouldn t tinte ordareti
thora. The Uie ta mako picesi 15
iîlief sou are bujylig. WVe have a
ii-lee for every article la ou- etock.
Af sou 8.9k IL %te wIl! Rive ut ta sou.
anti tMon sou are at liberty ta ai-tit
or not, as 3, u tink best , but If You
senti us ai ai-lai tai- canîbrîcs anti sas
nothlng about the prîce sou hlave no
rîglut te express themn back -ta us be-
causa aur pi-je happons ta ho tilfier-
ont front wlîat yau expeciei. You
coulti have learneil oui- prîce befare
oi-dcrlng cati net havIng dont s0, You
ought te ho, man enougb to stand tu
50i- 0w-n action."

"you cdim te oeil as 10w as any
ana, dae't sou T"

-We dlo, andi are recels ta quote Our
pi-Ires sa they ceni l'e campaired w-ith
others tvhen calleti upan ta do-s0. But
%ve ail eut occesîonally for miasons a!
aur aw-n, anti 1 prefer to malte pi-Ires
w-len .9îlling gouas nat afier thoY are
tieid. Soe t Uime ago You ro-turneti by express à few trînleets. Yeu
knoN' that 'Mi-. Gootinow -w'uld bc at
saur place In à skiait timne, anti so
mnlght eirsl have w-alted until seng
lmr befara returmuîng the garda, but
sou avîdontîs tbought yau w-are pue-
tshlng us anti stô%w-lng yat git bs
rushing thein baek by express. I as-

sure you It dots flot adi -ta your irepu-
tatlon as a business inan. 1 thought I
would meantion tliesc pointa ta you bc-
cause tlîay are Important lit pur re-
latons, and unloss the nîen you buy
front rel pleasantly towards yau
thera la9 evcry renson to suppose that
younwI! We the laser.11

1*1 guess 1 cu buy aIl the gootis I
%%anit.' saitt Solonion ;"I ,have not
been troubILdt that way yet.11 Andi lie
walked oit. wtvlh a qurly lGood dziy."

lie litul nover bougli but one bill of
the otller dry goods bouse. anti dld flot
Ilke Vioer travelling man, but now lie
woulti have bouilit of Olti Nlck rather.
thune buy of Ltce. lia tvnt ta iceel-
er'a and agaln Introduceti hinmacif (tht
task tvas gettlng as laagreeable na it
wasq monotonous). aylig lia wanted
ta buy sonie gouda. 'llie gentleman
madie ant excuse te go to the desk for
a niomeîit. andi Solomon kncwv it was
te coiisult the reference book as ta is
standing ; lîavng founti that saUsfac-
tory hio proceced ta show hlm 3
tlîrough the stock. The goais tvere net i
neairly se înuch ta hits tase as was
Luce'a stock, but ha bouglit Ilgbtly.
andi consîdereti that hae was punlshlng»
Luce.

Af ter dînner hae calleti again at the
hardware stoe. andi thîs tîme founti
Mr. B3raun there. lie was greeteti cor-
dlally whlin lia gave lits naine, but
Imiagine bils feelings whcn. afiter a few
rermarks. B3raun atl: *"What!s the
mîatter %vlth you people dawn at North
Portage about axes ? WVe wrote youi
that four of thetlest six you raturneti
wtere in fia way covereti by warrants;
soea wera braken In saili steel, semae
wero ground thîn andi haul to bend,
antioana bcd naver even been aut of
your atore. WVe ean't riait any factory
ta 'tak<e book suci gRuat fraie us. lt
wouldn't bc rIght: andi we do niat
mnake enough profit on a dozen axes ta
stand such a Ioss."

"if you give %a warrant yau ought te
stand uie Wo It."

*'We do stand up ta IL. every tnme;
and ce do a Roud deal more than that.
But yau do not stand up ta It Yau
t.ike back goatis nlot covered by a
warrdent andi expeot us ta stand the
la0&.

"Well, if my custorners brlng them,
baok 1 must Lake tbom or losa their
trade."

* That's your business, nlot mine. 1
danIt caro what you take book or do
nat take. but 1 abject ta your taklng
then back andi shlftlng ail tie burdan
over ta uis. We have chargeti your ac-
couret w!th the cost of maklng these
axes gooti."

"Well. that's the lest tInie yauill
ever hava a chance ta do that."

"lWa can't hclp that ; rlght la rlght.
It'u a snait affair. but the thlng lies
to ctop tome tîme, ant iIt bail hettor
bc stoppati now.'

Solomon pulleti out hîs wallet, "Ilow
much ls my balance here ?'

Blraun turneti hlm over ta the b>ook-
keeper. who k his nioney anti gava
hlmn a recelpt. As hie tvalIkd out ha
dîid lot hear the reînark af Braun ta
the clork : -He's ont of those smnart
Aics that have t hb ait down on
occasionaïly. uut 1 gues3 1 gave hlm,
alesson."*
lt bougbt Lits hardwtare af anotlier

bouse,* lie bougie' bis grocerles of a
new flrm, liet dldn'i buy any boots and
sits at ait, becaus,' the clerk dîid not
taka balti of hlmnt kst -.Ilt, and lie
reacheti home the ntxt mornlng a
etrt'd. esuured anti di.sjusted man. He
told bis vîie that ho bcd heen a foui
ta ,gpend maney whon ha mlght have
stayeti at home and buuglit of travel-
ling men. -I tell you.'sxld he.*"anman's
a mlghty ilgbt mure &n-Jtipendent
wlien buylng In bIs own store. Tht
drunîmars ame reti bot for orders. andi
you Cea squeeza theme down. Thea you
hava got your stock ta look ait andi
ste casts. etc.. anti tht mtn réel yau'ra
dolng tbemn a favor taogive thenan
order;, but, by George. tbey thiak
tbey are ding you a laver ta safl you
In tlîalr own stores. l'm donc golng
ta town."1

I saw MNr. Smfart a few, weef<s ega.
end.he gave.me hls.rep rt of bis, trip.
"I learneti somothng," ho atideti; *
belleve 1 cani mcl<e mare manay by
havlng Uie wbalesale b ouses my
fienda thon 1 can hy making tbemn
mati at me. anti now tva jat along
first rate. I guessa Luce ta one of the
best frIands V've gnt, but 1 was aIl-
flreti mai at lmbr thattîme, Iftllyou.
Andi whiat matie me the battest -%vas
that I felt tlîa OI man &'a rlght."

London sblpplng firms engeget i n
the Canadan trade have mgreeti ta an
sdvance af' 10 lier' cetit Ili frélgbt
rates because of tht etianeil _hn oil
andi other aleanuahl» stores .


