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ST. CLAIR AND ERIE SHIP CANAL.

‘The annvuncement that the St. Clair and
Erie Ship Cauul Company will begin opera-
tions in the early fall is of much interest to
shippors aud others wmterested i lake traflic,
Tho canal has been known on paper for
ahout two years, and the stozk has been
sold in Canadian citicsand in London. The
company only waits for certain promised
legisiation in the Proviucial Parlisment to
begin the work of excavation. The canal is
known in detail, less to New Yorkers than
to tho people of Cleveland, Buffulo, Detroit,
and the western lake cities. By lako ship.
iers it is Jooked upon as an important link
1n the deep-channel aystem which 1s to aud
commerce cousiderably, and it is hoped,
extend it, by means of a ship-canal, to the
seaboard.

The St. Clair and krie Ship Canal is to
cross the Canadian Peninsula which lies be-
twveen the two lakes. The canal is to extend
in a straight line from a point opposite the
4 St. Clair tlats,” to a point on ?Akc Erie,
which is in a dircet line as the crow flics to
Cleveland. It is to have alength of thirteen
miles, and tho dredged channel in Lake St.
Clair to its entrance will be aineteen miles
in length.  This will give a total length of
thirty-two wiles.as against one hundred and
cleven males over the course now in use by
the lake-carrying trade, through the Detroit
River. The building of the thirteen miles
of canal proper is said by engineers, who
have examined the plans, to Lz o matter of
comparative case.

Borings have shoswn that there is no rock
within several feet of the level of the bottom
of the canal as planned. It will be o straight
cut through blue clay of great firmness, and
can be accomplished under the most favor-
able circumstances. The canal will be
seventy-two fect wide on the bottom.  The

sides will slope in the ratio of two tu one,
making the water surface 150 feet, with a
depth of thirty-one feet. There will bo a
berme, three feet wido, five feet above tho
water.  Turnouts or **gars,” will be pro-
vided, besides amplo spaceat eachend. The
estimate of the engineers for tho tota} cost
of the canal—83,519,629—is alleged to be a
conservative one,

Through the Detroit River at present,
passes alinost the entire traflic of the
lukes, tho only notable exception heing that
between Lake Superior and tho ports on
Lake Michigan. In 1800 the tonnage regis:
tered at Awmerican ports passing through the
Detroit River both ways was 21,684,000
tons, in 1893 it was 23,001,889 tons, aud in
1895, 26,165,000 tons. This year 1t is esu-
mated that iv will certainly increase to 30,-
000,000 tons. dMauy of the large ship-
building firms are now pressing the work of
building large vesscls. An order given
during the presert month was for four of the
largest boats cver built for fresh-water ser-
vice, each more than 500 feet in length, aed
with a gross tonnage of 8,000 tons. The
cstimates of the canal projectors are that
20,000,000 tons will prefer to pass through
the canal, and upon this basis they 6x the
income in tolls av £660,000.

Two years will be consumed in building
the canal. It will be crossed by four
existing railways, which will necessitate
that number of draw-bridges, and threc
other bridges will be required for highways.
As the difference in level between the two
lakes is only three feet, no locks will be
needed, but thero will be a guard gateat
the St. Clair end, for use during coustruc-
tion, and afterwards when repairs are
necessary. The entrance from Lake St.
Clair is shallow, and to obtain a twenty-one
foot channel through the lake three miles
of dredging wil? be necessary. At the Lake
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