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the stage
NUN HEROINE.

VERY POOR IMITATION.

The Nnn of the Stage, as of the Novel, 
is Unreal.

of(By Augustin McNally, author 
■ .-The Catholic Centennial as _ 

Newspaper Mem Saw It" and 
"Plain Facts About the 
Stage.” )

Celibacy, the inviolability ot the 
conlesiional, the despair of the im­
mured nun, and that more romantic 
phase of cloistral Joy, namely, the 
supposititious instance of a pro­
fessed religious suddenly awakening 
to the material fact that she has 
mistaken her vocation have been fa­
vorite topics of dramatists of all 
countries. Expert writers for the 
stage, men of quick wit and bril­
liant artifice, have succeeded, now 
and again, in building a tolerably in­
teresting drama from an incident in-

JESUITS OPEN MED­
ICAL COLLEGE.

ALWAYS IN THE VANGUARD.

Splendid Outlook For Catholic Stu­

dents.

It has long been the intention of 
the Jesuits to establish a university 
complete in every department. The 
beginning was made last year witli 
the Law department known as the 
Lincoln Law School; many young 
men as soon as the announcement 
was known left other institutions of 
the city and went to the Lincoln 
14LW School to be under the direc­
tion of the Jesuits. But last week 
another move forward was made 
when the completion of the affilia­
tion with the Illinois Medical Col­
lege was agreed upon and that in­
stitution became the medical de­
partment of Saint Ignatius Col­
lege. Father Burrowes as president 
of St. Ignatius will appoint the pro-

RELIGION OPEN 
LY ATTACKED.

MAGAZINES BELITTLE FAITH.

These Popular Journals Should be Re- 
baked by Catholics.

of the biggest money-making 
irises in America to-dav is th»

AGAINST CO-EDUCA­
TION IN ENGLAND.

IS IT DESIRABLE?

Strain is too Great, Therefore Children 
Become Unfit.

directly associated with a penitent’s fessors and dictate the policy of the 
remorse, real or affected— the most school. Thousands of students flock 
notable modern instance is Mr. Lou­
is N. Parker’s artful play of “The 
Cardinal’’—but none, not even the 
brilliant dramatists of France 
the day of Corneille and Racine, have 
achieved permanent victory withi the 
love-sick, and consequently unreal, 
nun as the central figure of a thea­
trical portrait. Long after the Ro­
man empire was dissolved, theatri­
cal draughtsmen were attracted by 
the halo of the vestal virgins, and. 
during the period succeeding the Re­
formation (.1548 ) those pens that 
bad built sacred drama for the fa­
mous French society, Confrérie de la 
Passion, turned to the convent for 
their heroines. Though a very few 
of these representations were effect­
ed with dignity and reverence, the 
greater number were designed with 
a view to propagating the impudent 
cry of the boulevards that animal 
felicity laughs at lodksmiths and 
convent walls. Only the most frag­
mentary allusions are made to them, 
in dramatic literature and he is a 
daring manager indeed who attempts 
to offer a modem audience a play 
with a professed nun as the central

POOR ADAPTATION.
Such an attempt was made last 

week at Daly’s Theater by a repu­
table management, and while it was 
presented with . dignity and artistic 
finish as far as the acting of it was 
concerned, it proved to be the most 
unconvincing play of the autumnal 
season, excepting only Mr. Zang- 
will’e dream of an amalgamation of 
the clans as set forth In “The Melt­
ing Pot.’’ “The White Sister” at 
Daly’s is by no means the entertain­
ing bit of fiction by Marion Cram- 
ford. It is poor adaptation, and 
in the process of adapting the fine 
portrait reverently traced by the 
dead novelist has been overlooked. 
Dut Mr. Crawford’s nuns arte never 
life-like, never real. They are coy 
lapwings in the wrong nest. This 
one is the most unreal of all, and 
the dramatization has accentuated 
the fiction. The result is a forlorn 
maid, attired in the habit of a 
white nun, and a brilliant theologi­
cal discourse between a chivalrous 
young fellow and a learned prelate 
of episcopal dignitv called Saracines- 
ca. The officer—the “story runneth 
thus’’—when the action of the play 
begins, is supposed to have been 
killed in an engagement..

MOTIVE OF SACRIFICE.
To drown her sorrow at hie de­

parture his promised bride “takes 
the veil,” and—most excellent 00m- 

upon herself—requests to be 
kmj/vnVs Sister Giovnnna, the fem- 
iaine form of her dead lover’s name. 
With that name and the eternal mo­
tive that was behind it she was cer­
tain to make rapid and permanent 
progress in the way of perfection. 
Why not ? She had a lovier in hea- 
ven- didn’t give a continental for 
anybody upon the face of the earth; 
®hc had sacrificed everything “ad 
majorera Dei gloriom.” You really 
PiW this white-robed maid when you 
have heard of her great courage, her 
contempt of the earth end its fire­
works, for you know that what she 
thinks courage and what her friends 
believe to be a sacrificial act Is 
nothing more than the petulance of 
a goodlooking female bereft of her 
handsome and pledged hAsband. Of 
course, she would forget end she 
Would deny herself the natural cu­
riosity of a worldly young women. 
It would never enter into her mind 
to doubt the story of Giovanni's 
death—not «he ! A garrulous old 
maid walked Into the reception 
"o°m of the hospital’to which she 
was attached and calmly hinted that 
Giovanni might still be alive. And

he, Giorveima says to herself, I 
be brâve. I 

Set- The next _ 
tcred the room,
▼anna was se!» 
mlysis of her ft

school. Thousands of students flock 
to Chicago every year to study me­
dicine; but hi’therto they have had 
no college where their faith and 
morals would be safeguarded. In 
opening this new department the 
Jesuits will accomplish the double 
purpose of giving the Catholic stu­
dent a thorough course in medicine 
and at the same time look after his 
spiritual direction.

DEAN IS EMINENT PRACTITION­
ER.

The school is under the manage­
ment of Dr. J. F. Burkholder’ who 
is known in the profession as not 
only a man of great administrative 
ability but is the author of a work 
on the brain which has been highly 
praised in a recent review by Prof. 
Henry H. Donaldson of the Neurolo­
gical Laboratory of the University 
of Chicago. The Illinois Medical 
was recently officially examined at 
the request of Dr. Burkholder by 
the Association of American Medical 
Colleges and was pronounced as 
thoroughly equipped and prepared to 
do thô work in most advanced me­
thods. Young Catholic men 
throughout the middle west, who 
are seeking an education in medicine 
can enter this college with the ab­
solute assurance that they can en­
joy all the advantages of larger col­
leges and at the same time be safe­
guarded in their religious belief, and 
that at the end of their professional 
studies they will be better equipped 
for their life work than if they had 
attended any other medical college in 
the city of Chicago. Last year 
every one of the eighteen graduates 
of the school passed the rigid state 
examination. No better proof can 
be given of the efficiency of the 
school.

•Ignor was am <

Mission in the
Eastern Townships.

Danville, Oct. 11. 1999.—Rev. Fa­
thers Leclerc and Garant, C.SS.R., 
of .Hoohtelaga, and Rev. Father Hol­
land, C.SS.R., of St. Ann’s Church, 
Montreal,, have just finished a most 
successful mission in our village. 
There are about thirteen hundred 
Catholic families in the parish, forty 
of which are English-speaking. It 
was for the latter that Father Hol­
land spent a week in our midst giv- 
ng three sermons a day and going 

on Sunday afternoon after closing 
the mission to Asbestos, the zealous 
parish priest not wishing to leave his 
four English families without 
their shone of what the missionaries 
were willing to do. The church at 
Asbestos was not large enough to 
contain all the parishioners, so that 
the women, numbering over five hun­
dred, listened to the inspiring words 
of the Redemptorists last week, and 
the men are crowding the sacred edi­
fice this week at the evening ser­
vices. About two hundred miners, 
all French-Canadians, occupy the 
pews, at the 4.45 Mass and about 
throe hundred assist at the 8 o’clock 
Mass every morning. Thirty-nine 
men took the pledge of temperance 
for one year, and as many boys took 
it for life at the close ot Father Hol­
land’s sermon on Sunday afternoon, 
after which the farewell discourse 
was given, and the missionaries 
blessing followed by the Papal bene­
diction imparted to the kneeling 
worshippers. A solemn Te Daum, 
followed by the Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament brought the de­
lightful season tp a close.

We hope to see the Fathers again 
next year in Danville, when the po­
pulation will have increased by 
the addition of a new chair factory,
the construction of which has Just

- -
a 000-

Ifâjïs1

One
enterprises in America to-day is the ,------ <
popular magazine, says the Catho-4 Hawnsl 
lis Universe. Our Catholic people 
aie doing their share to support it, 
and, as usual, get little recognition 
in return. A recent venture, taking 
a new lease of prosperity, states its 
policy as follows : “People are in­
terested in two things-their job 
and release from the weight of life 
through pleasure and entertainment.
This embraces nearly all thç whole­
some and proper things for mCn and 
women” This is fair warning to Ca­
tholic parents who take this maga­
zine into their homes that its appeal 
is strictly worldly, leaving God and 
His interests entirely out of conside­
ration.

Most of the popular magazines fol­
low this policy, but none of them 
stops with it. The one quoted above 
the American Magazine, of New 
York, has during the past year been 
practically offensive in two series of 
articles, one by Professor Thomas, 
of the University of Chisago on “Wo­
man,” and the other ny Ray Stan- 
nord Baker on the "Spiritual Un-

THE AUTHOR PRESUMES.

In his October contribution Mr. 
Baker says : “There is something
infinitely pathetic in the effort of 
the old Jews to maintain their reli­
gion in New York, and in lees ex­
aggerated (form one may sea the old­
er Presbyterians, Methodists and 
Roman Catholics struggling despe­
rately in the torrent of modem pro­
gress to preserve all the old condi. 
tions and customs of their churches.” 
Mr. Baker nowhere gives name or 
date or authority for his presump­
tion that the Catholic Church is in 
the same boat with the other reli­
gions . Altogether he has mentioned 
in the course of his investigation 
having visited only two Catholic 
churches, and he testifies that both 
of them were crowded. But he 
seems to find a special delight in 
throwing the name “Roman Catho­
lic” into his accounts of the despe­
rate straits of, Jews and Protest­
ants and insinuating in a general 
way that the Catholic Church is 
sharing all their ills of decay.

For instance : “A few Jewish 
congregations in New York have 
bought out and rearranged ( as syn­
agogues ) abandoned Protestant or 
Roman Catholics churches.” Wb have 
not the data at hand to denounce 
this with the short and ugly word, 
but we would want to see sworn 
proofs before believing it of even 
one Catholic church in New York 
City.

An ex-Pupil" has replied to are- 
” article by Anglican Canon 

cy in ihe Morning Loader on the co-education of boys ami gi™ 
with the following arguments:

Amidst all (he controversy that 
hqs recently raged round the ques­
tion of co-education, one is con­
strained to ask if any of those so 
blandly theorizing about the svs- 

generalizing as to the good 
work done by mixed schools had 
ever known anyone who received 
their education at one. Onlv those 
who have sampled the system as 
essential units ;n the schemo-as 
scholars,—arc qualified to speak of 
its blessings. So that we must look 
, ,hG ridiDff generation to either 
laud co-education 1

UNDENOMINATION­
AL INSTRUCTION.

CHANGES IN TEXT BOOKS.

All Reference to God and Religion Ex- 

purgated.

in the London 'Atblel

SHAMELESS MISREPRESENTA­
TION.

novices.

Again he says : “A world-wide 
liberalism is shaking ancient institu­
tions ; old walls are everywhere 
tottering. The Roman Catholic has 
his modernist, the Protestant his 
higher critic and the Jew his reform 
movement.” Mr. Baker likes this 
statement so well that he publishes 
it twice, in bçth the October and 
September numbers of the some ma­
gazine. It is the greatest misrepre­
sentation. The October “Missiona­
ry,” published by the Apostolic 
Mission House, says of it : “To
class modernism among Catholics 
with higher criticism among Pro­
testants and the reform movement 
among the Jews is about as fair and 
accurate as to close the plague of 
Sam Francisco in 1909, where a 
few rats were infocted, with, the 
Black Death of London in 1348, 
where nine out of every ten men 
died.”

Catholics have too much at stake 
to let this sort of ! thing go urn rebuk­
ed. Pastors and parents 
must safeguard , the mind
of impressionable youth,
and every Catholic is obliged to 
"make straight the way of the 
Lord” for non-Catbolics who are 
hungering after the divine life. Loy­
alty to the Church end the true 
missionary spirit alike call for ac­
tion. William Randolph Hearet ap­
pears to have been terrtblv upset on 
returning from Europe lately to 
find that hie editor, Brisbane, had 
roused the Catholics of New York 
by attacks on tbs Chmrch, and is 
now exerting himself to placate Ca­
tholic opinion. Similar good result* 
might be expected if -every reader 
of this wrote to the American Ma­
gazine demanding for Ray Stannard 
Baker’s detraction of tbs Church 
either proof or retraction.

, ■■■——------—
A unique 

Cork, on 
den Jubilee 
OetboMc p “

— w thing desir­
able above all otner school sys­
tems or sound its death knell. There 
are many struggling in, the world 
to-day who would willii^ly rtvjse 
their voices at its last obsequios-so 
many, one may venture to say, that 
the hymn of praise sung by the ad­
vocates of co-education would not 
be heard above the din. Co-educa- 
tion spells half-education to the boy 
impressed into the system. The wise­
acres of the present and u few of an 
earlier generation may easily assert 
that woman is man’s equal in brain 
power up to a certain age, and, may 
point a conclusive finger at a list 
of clever girls and women who have 
boater, men at their own game. All 
this and much more theorizing of a 
likg nature, however, proves nothing 
Unfortunately, it is a corner-stone 
in the founder’s yard, andi hence the 
boys suffer. Girls are most cer­
tainly not oqjSl to boys of the same 
age in mental strength or mental 
activity, and because of a few 
cep tions which merely prove the 
rtile, they are forced to run 
double harness with those who 
far stronger. As a consequence, 
both boys and girls suffer. It is 
the pace that kills—in co-education 
in a double sense. Girls suffer be­
cause the pace is too fast; boys be­
cause it is too slow.

PACE TOO FAST FOR GIIILS.

Mathematics, a subject that the 
average middle-class boy is general­
ly very keen about, is a hopeless 
stumbling block to most girls; and 
the dullard amongst the boys can 
laugh with assurance and relief at 
the absurd, yet pitiful, attempts of 
the weaker sex to cross the pons 
asinorum, or to master the subtle­
ties of the Rule of Three. The mas­
ter, seeing only a pupH who must 
be brought up to the standard re­
quired by an inexorable Board, and 
knowing nothing of the intricate me­
chanism of nerves within the quiv­
ering frame before him, rails at the 
stupidity of the girl unable to un­
derstand so quickly a maxim that 
the boys behind her have mastered 
and grown weary of. Sometimes 
the struggle ends, as I have known 
it- end, not once or twice, but many 
times, in a passionate fit of weep­
ing. The more brutal among* the 
lads have hugged themselves in si­
lent joy at the scene, while the girl, 
degraded and humiliated before all, 
blindly gropes for her seat—to be 
comforted by her female friends ns 
best she may. The same story can 
be told with truth of the whole 
curriculum of subjects “taught’’ un­
der the system. The lessons with 
the girls were the joy of the idlers 
and the horror of the serioufvminti­
ed .* To get through à lesson with­
out the order “pens down,” and the 
consequent wearying explanations to 
the girl in fault, was rare indeed. If 
it occurred, the cause would pro­
bably bo found in the elementary na­
ture of the work upon which—for the 
girls’ benefit»—we arc engaged. To 
be kept hack in this manner is 9. 
serious thing for those who have 
only their brains, backed bv their 
education, to depend upon for their 
existence. The world is not such an 

•v place that anyone can afford to 
enter it in a state of unprepared-

NERVES SHATTERED
lSTRAIN.

Canon Rawnsley, in his exposition 
of the system, declares that girls 
easily keep pace with boys. Th<? 
answer lies in the fact that the 
boys meet their opponents on a low­
er plane. Since the girls cannot 
ascend, the boys must remain at 
their level, overjoyed (or perhaps 
disheartened ) at the little exertion 
required in order to keep pace with 
them. The mixed-school boy spends 
most of his time in revision. When 
he has nothing better to do he gets 

out of the efforts of the 
giri to do fais work. Despite these-’ 

that the ' ' bnead-end-tmiter 
$tongs to a by-gone ge 

one doee not care to fed 
generation to come 

to whom, '

A writer

A fortnight ago wv called atten­
tion to the increasing dilution of 
what is known as undenominational 
instruction. That is already 
evidence here in England, but it 
does not yet afford us the curiosi­
ties which emerge from the pro- 

I tended zeal for neutrality in Eixtnco.
I la that country school' books are 
being diligently expurgated, pro- I 

1 5®s?d*y m thc interests of the non- ! 
Christian child, j*ut really, of I 

I courso- >n the hope of de-Christian- i 
I 1,s,nK *youth of the nation. Some *
! °f the absurdities which have been 
perpetrated in this regard have been 
gathered together in un article in 
the Correspondant and those go to 
show with what grotefaqu^ tho­
roughness the savage anti-clerical 
can do his work of dunkming the 
mind of the child in regard to all 
that could serve to remind him of 
the Catholic traditions of his coun­
try and of the Catholic Church.

The writer describes how a series | 
of popular school books, long fami­
liar in French elementary education, 
have been recently, without warn­
ing, subjected to a process' of re­
construction by which every men­
tion of God and religion has been
carefully erased. Managers of Ca­
tholic schools found on ordering a 
new supply of the aeeusit/omed books 
that while form, title, and general 
appearance were the same as hither­
to. the contents had been silently re­
volutionized in the interests of the 
anti-religious propaganda. Here are 
somip specimen alterations. The
original edition contained the Sen­
tence, “God is great”, in the new 
edition for “God” Is substituted 
“Paris.” Where formerly. “Divine 
Love” was mentioned, is nmv read 
“maternal affection.” The sentence 
"God exists” is replaced by the
maxim of Descartes, “1 think, there­
fore T am.” A reference to the Fes­
tival of Faster npfKnrs as “la Fête 
Nationale.” The words "Pater,”. 
"Ave.” "To.Dcum,” formerly given 
as instances of foreign terms adopt­
ed into French are now left out. 
The statement, “all nations have n 
distinct recollection of a Deluge,” 
now appears ns ”t,he Italians have 
a distinct recollect ion ot the erup­
tions of Vesuvius.” ' ytlx*l was kilt­
ed by Cain” is replaced by “Ver­
cingétorix was conquered by Cae­
sar.” The earlier editions taught 
"if you break the oonr^iiandments of 
God vou will not. attain 1 he end for 
which you live on .earth”: the new 
informs children that "if you break 
the laws of nature to hygiene you 
will suffer the penalty.

NO GOD FOR MODERN FRANCE.

Even the poets arc* not spared J 
from this kind of expurgation. Thus j 
a selection of passages from Victor ! 
Hugo, Alfned de Musset, and even ' 
Voltaire was excluded bv the same I 
censorship, evidently because these | 
authors were sufficiently retrograde 
to retain in their vocabularv the 
expressions, altar, prayer and God. 
English readers will learn with 
amazement that the Writings of
Voltaire are considered to be too
deeply infocted with the views of re­
ligion for the sensibilities of the 
children of France. Commenting 
upon this a writer in The Church 
Times said: “It would be psycholo­
gically valuable to know how these 
proceedings strike the generality of 
the French people. They seem to in­
dicate a fanaticism as repulsive as 
any superstition; a waste of ingenu­
ity better exercised in composing I 
something new rather than patch- 
ing what is old: also a hazy con­
ception of fair and open teaching 
hopelessly at variance with the 
theory of the brotherhood of man. 
The sight of clever Frenchmen en­
gaged in a futile attempt to place 
literature on the Index for contain­
ing references to religion is reallv 
more ludicrous than painful.”

PRICE, FIVE CENTS

AMERICAN FRAN­
CISCAN IN CHINA.

MISSIONARY’S PATHETIC TALE.

Dreadful March Through Swamp „„ 

Way lo Post.

■•'‘«;of hzXp isur AbylioT-

n s letters to friends in Boston 
A few months ago ho loft for his 
work, and on tlio land journey in 
land from the Chinese const ho Lara 
ly died at one timo from the eiiocts 
of the strain of marching in (ho 
swamps and from the effects of tho 
sun and elements.

Father Murphy was born in Can­
ton, Moss., about twenty-eight vonrs 
a*0- At the ngc of fifteen hr Wt 
Boston and went to Washington, 
and after finishing his classical stu­
dies there ho joined the order of 
St. Francis in St. Louis, Mo.

least yenr Bishop Fabbiano I>andii, 
Vicar Apostolic, O.F.M., left his 
work in China and visited Italy for 
the purpose of securing missionary 
prints, and on his way back to 
China came to America, landing In 
Boston, and soon after Father Mur­
phy left Boston to join Bishop Lan- 
di for the journey to Chinn, being 
the first Boston priest over adopt­
ing mission work in China.

and feminine instincts will not ap­
peal. It is the little touches of 
hysterical femininity and sentiment 
that, after all, makes the womanly 
woman; and growing girls are bun­
dles of nerves quivering with femi- 
ninè emotions. . It is euch subtleties 
that give the lie to the statement 
that what is true about the few is 
true about the many. A few clever 
women have certainly kept pace 
with the men, but this orgues no­
thing in regard to the other thou-.

of the sex. And it is a pity 
that mothers send these tender lit­
tle plants to be roughened by the 
necessity for “cram.” At a time 
when the future mothers of a na- 

fearfully
HSif

it

In a letter dated at Lao I To Kau, 
Chinn, August 2, Father Murphy 
says:

We reached here July 29, after 
n trip that nearly put me In my 
grave. For thirty days we tramp- 

d through the jungles and over the 
mountains of central China. There 
arc no railways here, nor even roads 
or st reels.

"For forty hours steady wo 
•trudged along in a blinding rain. 
Waging through the great fever 
swamps up to our waists in water, 
jumping ditches, swimming rivers.

I sleeping on the hillsides or in tho 
j jungle was the order of the * day.
: The rainy season was at its worst, 
j the entire province was flooded, , 
' crops destroyed, lamine threatened 
us, rund the natives were hostile. 
They did their best to send us to 
•the bottom while we were crossing 
the Yun River. We barely escaped 
with our lives. All .our baggage, 
such as it was. was lost.

"I had not tasted food for sixteen 
days, except the wine and water 
at, Mass. After days of travel. ei­
ther in the rain or in thc broiling 
sen of the tropics, T was worn out. 
On July 3 I was down with a ter­
rible fever. No food, no medticire.1 
no assistance of any kind was to ho 
had. On July 4 my companions * 
thought. T would die. Tt seemed im­
possible that T could live longer. 
About. 1.30 in the morning T re­
ceived the blessing of my good Bi­
shop. and in holy resignation of­
fered up my life for the conversion 
of the people.

TTORRJFYIIÿG SITUATION.

“All that day I lay on thb ground 
in a miserable mud hut, a pig 
grunting and snorting about my 
head. Vermin were eating my body 
and filth wan on all sides of me, and 
the cuir was pestilential.

“1 was dragged where I now *m. 
We do not nlecd to go back to the 
days of the apostles for real mis­
sionary journeys—ours will com­
pare with any of them, and the 
worst T am not telling you. The 
Bishop, who is a veteran in the mis­
sion field, declared it was tho rough- 
«.Fvt ioumey he had oyer made. For 
n Bostonian. In the twentieth cen- 
turv. it seems almost like a dream.

T am rvetor of a college and se­
minary heit*. Our buildings, of 
course, are hut rough mud huts. v«t 
what we lack in buildings we try 
to make un in leeching and scholar­
ship. T teach, nlthoiwh T ought to 
he in bed. English, German. French 
nnd Ttelien. Mid we nave the proud 
(pet.!net$on of having the first and 
onhr college m fh’rw where all those 
languages are taught.

"Thr pnimtrv is in the most pri­
mitive rendit-on. Mv citv here in 
a.no of the great, cities of the em­
pire in regard to the amtimiity and 
rv*vU<tv of its people, and Is yer- 
!nt cresting.

beyond reasonable limits at home 
work and day study, is it right 
that they should be humiliated 
front of a class of boys—boys 
tainly of their own age, but 
yomngter in mind! The advoe„ 
the system in generalizing as 
do are unconsciously cruel to 
ture motherhood. It is 
that they cannot see the —- 
their handiwork and wreck


