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never had before, a eertain amount of funderl wealth, lie is

in (iaiijji.T of IjecLiininj; a oa|iitalist. That may re^ult either in

tlu- furiiKilion of a laimur isarty ^ironj^er and more re^])o^^iiJle

than licfMif or in the yraunal attrition of the more ruhust fac-

tiir^ ill I .ihri ali^m. Hut, up to this time, tiie eharaeteri>tic of

Scotli-'h ];oii;ie^ li,i\e l)een it- liberalism, and it> intelligent atul

unfettered (h-cu--ii>n of a pnhtieal situation. Anyone \\!io

ever heard an l-'.iiiL;H-hiiian wIkj was a purely party eandidate

heing heckled 1)\ niie of the electors who had been carefully

pre)iaiing trap- i'>': some weeks ])reviou-!y i^ never likely to

foi'},fet the experience. '1 iiere wa> on the part of the heckler a

he\\ildering mastery of the political history tif the past half

eeiiiury and a familiarity with the jieculiarities of ta.xation

that ])ut the caiu> on the defence. It was not for nothing that

.Xdarn .^iiiitli \\a- a .Scotchman.

I hit the Sciitchman'^ ability in public affair- does

Hot coiiline it-elf tn mere critici^m. In nuiiucipal inaii-

(ti/riiiciit there is a r;ire amount ui genuine interest dis-

jilaved. The readei's i<i John ( uilt xsill remember the deliglitful

l>icture of the 'I'rovost"; and this habit of taking municiiial

atV.-iir- seriously h;i- not broken down with the pa.-sing of the

\ear.-, The be-t men are i)roud to have the handling oi local

admir.'.siration and -candal- are unknown. Into the wurk of

T<n\n Council- .-md Schocil I'.oard- there is jnit an amount of

voluntary toil which i- amazing, but the labour has its reward

in the re-pect and recognition of the community. To be >i

"I'.ailie" i- to h;iw reached a iMimacle -the liailic is the un])ai<l

local magistrate- -and however fond the Scot may be of argu-

ing the point he is quite aware of the fact that authority niu-t

reside somewhere and he is P'ost content to recognize it in

the men whom he is meeting every da_\- in the business life.

The admini-tration of (ila^gow has its e(|ual nowhere in the

wc}]!!. It seem- to have solved the prolilem of municipal

owner-hi]), and to iia\e disco\ered that jiublic utilities can

belong to the public and have the returns go hack to tlie imblic

in impnivefl service or in reduced t.axation. It took a gi-eat

war to teach the r.ritish < iovernment that if y(jii wanted a

trreat srovenimcnt concern to be run in a busincss-like wav it


