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Routine Proceedings

This is the report of a special joint committee. The fact there 
was a dissenting opinion was thanks to the good graces of the 
hon. member for Ottawa—Vanier and the members of the 
committee who agreed to apply this rule to the special joint 
committee because it would not otherwise apply.

The changes to the standing orders were made in respect only 
of standing committees. It has never been applied beyond that. 
This was a special benefit, if you like, conferred by the generous 
hon. member for Ottawa—Vanier and his co-chair of the special 
joint committee.

I am surprised there would be complaints today when we have 
very lengthy dissenting opinions. I may say that the dissenting 
opinions as I see it are almost as long as the report. Here we have 
a second volume that is thicker than the report itself.

I am not surprised that the report has been divided into two 
volumes. I think a satisfactory explanation as to why that was 
done has been given both by the chief government whip in his 
very able argument and by the hon. member for Ottawa—Vanier.

[Translation]

The Speaker: I wish to thank the hon. member for Roberval 
for raising this matter.

[English]

I also thank my hon. friend from Ottawa—Vanier, the govern­
ment whip and of course the parliamentary secretary, as well as 
the House leader for the Reform Party. I am sure that you will all 
agree to give your Speaker some time to review everything that 
has been put in front of me. If it is deemed necessary I will come 
back to the House with a decision.

I will review all of the information that has been supplied to 
me. I will inform myself also of the rules. With your permission 
I will get back to the House if it is necessary as soon as possible.

[Translation]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS
Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of 

the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speak­
er, pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), I have the honour to table, 
in both official languages, the government’s response to five 
petitions.

[English]

40TH COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY 
CONFERENCE

Mr. Bob Speller (Haldimand—Norfolk, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 
I have the honour to present, in both official languages, to the 
House a report concerning the 40th Commonwealth Parliamen­
tary Conference which was held in Banff, Alberta, October 4 to 
18, 1994.

• (1525)

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

JUSTICE AND LEGAL AFFAIRS

Mrs. Sue Barnes (London West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I have 
the honour to present, in both official languages, the fourth 
report of the Standing Committee on Justice and Legal Affairs.

Pursuant to Standing Order 108(2), your committee has 
considered the documents entitled: “Draft Amendments to the 
Criminal Code and the Customs Tariff, Crime Cards and Board 
Games’’ and your committee has agreed to report it with three 
recommendations.

The study was prompted by concerns about the glorification 
of violence through the format of a board game and trading cards 
depicting serial killers. Many petitions were received in the 
House.

The committee studied draft legislation. The committee now 
recommends a broader scope dealing with the glorification or 
exploitation of horror, cruelty and violence through expanded 
obscenity provisions of the Criminal Code as a more inclusive 
legislative effort. Also suggested were the utilization of a 
preamble together with appropriate safeguards and special 
defences.
[Translation]

Mrs. Pierrette Venne (Saint-Hubert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in a 
dissenting opinion to the report of the Standing Committee on 
Justice and Legal Affairs, the Bloc Québécois points out that the 
exploitation of violence cannot fail to be of concern to all of us. 
There is no doubt that trade cards and board games (black series) 
fly in the face of our fundamental values and shamefully defile 
the memory of the battered and murdered victims.
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[English]

ORDER IN COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of 
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speak­
er, I have the honour to table, in both official languages, a 
number of order in council appointments which were made by 
the government.

Pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order 110(1), these are 
deemed referred to the appropriate standing committees, a list 
of which is attached.


