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The errors of the Government did not cease with that, to which I have attri-
buted the origin of this animosity. The defects of the colonial constitution
necessarily brought the executive Government into collision with the people; and
the disputes of the Government and the people called into action the animosities of
race; nor has the policy of the Government obviated the evils inherent in the
constitution of the Colony, and the composition of society. It has done nothing
to repair its original error, by making the Province English. Occupied in a conti-
nued conflict with the Assembly, successive Governors and their councils have
overlooked, in great measure, the real importance of the feud of origin; and the
Imperial Government, far removed from opportunities of personal observation of
the peculiar state of society, has shaped its policy so as to aggravate the disorder.
In some instances it has actually conceded the mischievous pretensions of nationality,
in order to evade popular claims; as in attempting to divide the Legislative Council,
and the patronage of Government, equally between the two races, in order to avoid
the demands for an elective Council, and a responsible Executive : sometimes it
has, for a while, pursued the opposite course. A policy founded on imperfect
information, and conducted by continually changing hands, has exhibited to the
Colony a system of vacillation which was in fact no system at all. The alternate
concessions to the contending races have only irritated both, impaired the
authority of Government, and, by keeping alive the hopes of a French Canadian
nationality, counteracted the influences which might, ere this, have brought the
quarrel to its natural and necessary termination. It is impossible to determine
precisely the respective effects of the social and political causes. The struggle
between the Government and the Assembly, has aggravated the animosities of race;
and the animosities of race have rendered the political difference irreconcileable.
No remedy can be efficient that does not operate upon both evils. At the root of
the disorders of Lower Canada, lies the conflict of the two races, which compose its
population ; until this is settled, no good government is practicable ; for whether
the political institutions be reformed or left unchanged, whether the powers of the
Government be entrusted to the majority or the minority, we may rest assured, that
while the hostility of the races continues, whichever of them is entrusted with
power, will use it for partial purposes.

I have described the contest between the French and English races in Lower
Canada with minuteness, because it was my wish to produce a complete and
general conviction of the prominent importance of that struggle, when we are
taking into consideration the causes of those disorders which have so grievously
afflicted the Province. I have not, however, during the course of my preceding
remarks, been able to avoid alluding to other causes, which have greatly contri-
buted to occasion the existing state of things; and I have specified among these
the defects of the constltutlon and the errors arising out of the system of govern-
ment. It is, indeed, impossible to believe that the aswrned causes of the struggle
between the Government and the majority have had no effect, even though we
may believe that they have had much less than the contending parties imagined
It is impossible to observe the great similarity of the constitutions established in
all our North American Provmces, and the striking tendency of all to terminate in
pretty nearly the same result, without entertammo a belief that some defect in the
form of government, and some erroneous principle of administration, have been
common to all ; the hostility of the races being palpably insufficient to account
for all the evils which have affected Lower Canada, inasmuch as nearly the same
results have been exhibited among the homogeneous population of the other pro-
vinces. It is but too evident that Lower Canada, or the two Canadas, have not
alone exhibited repeated conflicts between the executive and the popular branches
of the legislature. The representative body of Upper Canada was, before the late
election, hostile to the policy of the Government ; the most serions discontents
have only recently been calmed in Prince Edward’s Island and New Brunswick ;
the Government is still, I believe, in a minority in the Lower House in Nova
Scotia; and the dissensions of Newfoundland are hardly less violent than those of
the Canadas. It may fairly be said, that the natural state of government in all
these Colonies is that of collision between the executive and the representative
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