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THE OLD AND "THE NEW.
Sixty years ago this.epring all the woild
wew wondering. bécause a message had been
#ransmitted -from- Baltimore to ‘Washing-

| gof over @ telegraph wire.' In every coun-

try the “journmels of the day were filled
with columms of matter telling of this
revolution-in the diffusion of newe which
was ifo dffdct "o materially the bueiness
relations of the people of all nations. To-
day the world aceepts with little eurprice

_ the news that Russia has declared Wwire-

lese telegraph apparatus contraband of

war and . expreased ité determination to

slioot as epies all persoms found operating
i_aeh epparatte within the theatre of
Sperations, on land and éei, in the sar

‘The three score years which have passed
gince the Morse invention flashed to Wash-
ington the news of Henry Clay’s nomina-
#ion by the Whig convention in Baltimore
have been years marked by wonderse un-
dieamed - of when the electric telegraph
was first operated. In 1834 people could
mob realize what the invention would
siean. [The , difficulties of ‘communication
wrére accepted ae ineuperable.. A letter by
“pony express” was a day en route ‘be-
tween New York and Rhilade'phia, and
was a week On thé way from New York
%o Louisville., The. news and .the market
figures réveived in Lomdon were eo long
in transit that those who received them
had no ilea what fhe situation really wae
at; the .moment _the. stale news reached
whem. In thore daye the news of the Rus-
sian diefister at Port Arthur would have
been unkngwn ‘on this- continent for
monfths after 'ite occurrence. The battle
of Watterloo had been fought five weeks
beford New York knew of ‘Napoleon's de-
feat. The zeports of the Crimean war
oame to Halifax by steamers and were sent
to New :Yark by a sngle telegraph line,
fraquently with- the rewult that events a
month 6ld upset the market whea they
rveached Wall atreet. ' :

;Slow as the world was at first to grasp
the full significance of thé telegraph, when
ite poasbilities were understood millions
upon millions were spent in linking to-
gother the ¢ 'ties of the world by wire. In the
year 1908, in Great Britain, 93,000,000 teie-
graph messages were transmitted, and in
the United States the number was almost
as great. The earth e girdled by cables
and land wires and a. rumor stanted in
Sapan or Ruesia is known herz the mome-¢
it beconies valuabl¢ enough to cable—and
frequently when it is mot worth the cost
of transmission.

Today; too, the admiral of an invisible
fleet receives news that brings him rush-
ing down upon an enemy his @couts have
enticed into a position 'favorable for at-
tuck. To prevent one combatant from in-
bercepting wireless . messages eent by
Bewspaper correspondents, the other com-
batant prohibite- the use of the wireiess
wystém by outsiders under pain of death.
““What wonders will the next sixty years
give to-the world? When one considers
the mirdcles ecience has wrought eince
the invention of the telegraph he may well
balieve that the wonders to come in the
next three score years will embrace many
tbat the most daring flight of the imagin-
etion doee not reach todey.

THE WATER SUPPLY.
_The publicity recentiy given to the
weakness of St. John's system of water
supply, the advance in the insurance ra‘e
and the Toronto fire have stirred the busi:
ness meh of ‘St. John to action. They
will mest today ‘to consider measures for
the proper protection of the city from fire
and for obtaining a supply of water suffi-
cient for heusehold and manufacturing
purposes. It is likely they will urge im-
mediute action by the mayor and common

" council whose duty it long has been to

deal with this question. It is clear that
the men who have been instrumental in
calling today’s meeting mean business. It
is mot to be expecied that they can at
snce decide what form the remedy for
existing con:di ,tions should take,but they can
at least make it immediately and abuad-
antly plain to the aldermen that a remedy
js to be found and applied wich as little
delay as possible. These business men
know that for years reports have been
prepared on this question. They knotv
that either the ocouncil distrusted the
knowledge of the men who made the re-
ports or were content to believe that the
time for action had not arrived.

But npav that time has come. Possibly
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the eleotion of Tuwesiy Wil awiivh the
council to 'reacgnize the damger of
further delay. ‘On another page this morns:
ing are printed the views of severel citi-
| zens who have considered the water sup-
ply and who make suggestions concerning
its improvement. It may be necessary to
have an expert engineer examine the pres-
ent system and the lakes one-or another
of which it is proposed to reach directly
by & main or by an aqueduct connecting
with the reservoir. It is the opinion of some
of the gentlemen quoted that a connection
with Treadwell's Lake or Loch Lomond,
afiording a gravitation supply, would en-
able St. John to do away with the ordi-
pary fire engines and still give it a water
pressure of immense power. With such
a service, and perhaps two chemicals, the
insurance rate would fall to the lowest
notch.

Some no doubt will favor a cheaper

remedy with a pumping station of greater
. power than the existing“one. An ex-
pert’s estimate of the cost of the various
plane and the-benefits which would follow
the adoption of each would e necessary
before the council could decide which
' would be best for a city of St. John's
gize and financial resources.
_ Since this question was revived a few
days ago, many important business
lfouses have .received notice that they must
pay increased insurance. The increase in
some cases will be very large. ~ While this’
is to be regretted it will lead the business
men to push energetically for the reform
of the water supply until they get it.

STREET RAILWAYS AND CITIES.

“They are, actually making a noise in

larger portion of the earninge of the street
railway. The matter is of some inferest
here because of -the comtrast the newe
affords between St. John's eituation and
that of other cities. In many places the
citizens give the railway permission to
operate, but incist upon a ehare of the
profits. The people of St. John cannct do
that while the Street Railway Company’s
present charter holds. Some day it may
be found necessary to have it altered or
revoked. - The Halifax Echo, in repcrting
a meeting of the laws and privilegm'com-
mittee of the council there, says:—

“The matter of tram earnings was dis-
cussed and a return of the different
amounts paid to cities in Canada by tram
compani-e wae studied. One alderman raid
he noticed that Halifax had the least
favorable agreement with ite tram com-
pany as to the proportion of earnings pay-
able to the city. Halifax received from
the company last year $6,749, while the
city of Hamilton, with & population of
ebout one-fifth larger, about 51,000, received
§22,491. The committee decided to report
to the council that they were pleased to
note that the charter to the Halifax Tram
Company is for the ehorter period,
twenty-one years, and will expire in 1916,
and to recommend that a epecial meeting
of the council be called to deal with etreet
railway matters and see that the company
comply with the charter, especially with
regard to road paving, so that the prop-
erty will be kept up to a proper standard
and be a good aeset if the city decides to
take the road over when the charter ex-
pires.”

The people of St. John shou'd have
eome such hold upon the company whica
operates here. They may have it after o
while.

LEARNING FROM JAPAN,

A ‘leading British journal, discuseing
Admiral Togo’s success, regards his recent
strategy at Port Arthur as excelling any
ever displayed in similar circumetances.

By cunning and by boldness as well
Japan has eet the Powers to thinking
about the value of the battleshipe upon
which they have spent so much money. Ia
the war thus far, while the power of Rus-
sia’s fleet in Eastern waters has been re-
duced by one half, only one large vesvél,
the cruiser Variag, was sunk by gun-fire.
Al the otherw mow out of service were
destroyed or injured by torpedoes cr mines.

Had Japan, before the outbreak of this
struggle, been as far advanced in the use
of sub-marines as some of the other
nations are, the future of the battleship
| might have been even more problematical
than it now i=. Certainly the “mosquito”
fleet has justified ite existence many times
over within the last few months.

It can be guessed now that had Santiago
been held by Japanese instead of Span-
iards, the torpedo boats which eought
refuge there with Cervera’s cruisers would
not have remained idle during the weeks
an American fleet watched at the harbor's
narrow mouth, and part.cularly during the
period when Admirel Schley with only the
flying squadron wae on guard outside, for
fi's condon was much less carefully drawn
than that established by Admiral Samp-
son after he reinforced his junior and as-
eumed command. And it is not likely that
under s'milar circamstances Admiral Togo
would have steamed out, in broad daylight,
with his torpedo boat destroyers traiiing
helpless at the rear of his cclumn, to en-
gage a fleet more numerous and carrying
much heavier guns and armor, as Admiral
Cervera did. No one doubte the Spanish
.admiral'e courage, but cowrage is not
enough. Admiral Makaroff had courage.

THE VALUE OF MARKSMANSHIP.

An excited Canadian writes to the
Montreal Witness protesting that this
country is likely to be plunged into mili-
tarism by the proposal to train a fairly
farge number of its young men to shoot
and to take care of themselves under field
conditions. The Witness is opposed to
war and to the fuss and feathers of a large
military establishment, and thus far sym-
pathizes with its correspondent, but if re-

Halifax because the city does not get &
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maints him fhat on saveral oeeasions in our
history this country nmwould have been
overrun by foreign marauders had not its
male inhabitants been able amd, willing to
shoot straight and act in combination in
defence of their homes. “Had those in-
vaders,” eays the Witness, “not been meb
with rifle shots there was nothing else to
hinder them proceeding to Ottawa and
assuming the government of the country
and plundering it at their own sweet widl.
It is not only probable, but certain, that
the result of that would have been that
those mauraders would have been followed
by other hordes who, seeing that the
country had no defenders, would come and
dispute the rule of it with the first
marauders, and the country would not
only be plundered but bathed in blood.
When those marauders crossed our border,
however, they were met by the ping of
qifle bullets. ' Some of them fell. In some
of the raids some Canadians fell. But the
country remained at peace. The most
efficient work that was done im this con-
nection was by a score or so of Town-
ghip farmers hastily gathered under the
leadership o fone of them, Asa Westover.”

Most Canadians, as the Witness points
out, have no longer tthe second mature of
hunters and woodsmen. The best way to
defend the country and to avoid the evils
of militarism, therefore, is “to have a
universal army Tatent in a peaceful people,
and to have the service of defence treatted
as a perious duty. The best way to escape
the hedboring sergeant and the bullying
political colonel is that the training should
be a part of the education of the country.”
The -Witness, in giving this good advice,
speaks a strong word for the Boys’  pri-
gade, and adds:— :

“There is no part of education for peo-
ple who have to Live in communities more
important than to teach them in chitdhood
that they are not mere irresponsible indi-
viduals, knowing no will but their own,
but that they five in relation fto society.
Military ‘movement, and authority are of
high Value'in’ tedching this fundamental
truth.” Rt

. METHODS OF KILLING.

A curious argument which has many
participants in the journals of the day
has followed the destruction of Admiral
Makarofi’s flagsh'p and 700 nren. By some
it is maintained that the use of mines en-
tailing such horrors as that attending the
killing of this battleship’s entire company
is unjustifiable. Others hold that a quick
death such as the Russiane met is more
merciful than that which is commonly a
soldier’s fate, and that a wholesale slaugh-
ter tends to disgust the world wiwa war
and eo hasten the coming of a saner
method of scttling the quarrels of the
natisna.

The rules of civilized warfare prohibit
the uce of explosive projectles of less than
a'pound in weight, the poisoning of wel's
and etreams, and the employment of pois-
oned weapons.  For the rest it can seireely
be any wonse to blow up a ship than it s
to decimate a division by hurling it upon
an entrenched enemy and losing &me
thousands of men through wounds im-
mediately fatal or those which produce
death after long and dreadful suffering.
It ie no more humane to occupy a week
in destroying a thousand humen beings
than it ie to destroy them in a minute.

It does not appear that the losses in
war today are greater than they were many
yeal"s ago. The prophecy that modern ap-
pliances would prove so destructive that
men’ could no longer be led to battie is
unfulfilled, but that which happened to
Makaroff’s ehip and men can scarcely fail
to strengthen the hands of those whose
@im it is to abolish the arbitrament of the
eword. Their number grows rapidly year
after year. In time the world may listen
to them. A terrible war may swell their
ranks and their influence. The amazing
thing is that they cannot get a better hear-
ing now.

' .BOTH SIDES OF IT.

The sum and substance of the sort of
reciprocity that Canada seeks with us i3,
in its last analysis, merely a scheme by
which her people: can invade our home
market here in the United States with the
very articles that we ourselves produce
and supply it with. In other words, she
would have us make her a competitor in
the trade that we now control exclusively.
—New York Commercial.

Canada, at present is not “seeking” any
sort of reciprocity from the United States.
Such *“seeking” as is gcing on is all on
the other side of the line. Canada, of
course, will always reject any terms which
do not appeal to her statesmen as fair
and of advantage to this country.

The United States idea of reciprocity
with Canada is that we should open our
markets for the advantage of American
manufacturers, stcp manufacturing most
lines of goods in Canada, and settle down
to the mere selling of raw material in the
market which would be opened to us.

Just so long as this idea governs our
neighbors all talk about reciprocity is a
foolish waste of words. The Americans may
understand the attitude of Canada by the

time they have reconciled their own dif-
ferences in regard to the reciprocity mat-
ter. It will take them a long time to do
that, judgiug by recent developments.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Alderman-elect Daley appears to be 2
labor candidate who is likely; to go far.
- » @ 3

Never mind. Ex-Mayor Sears will not
be wholly disconsolate. He is still a poet.
. @8 =

Five aldermen were defeated and it may
be suspected that nine more were badly

scared.

- - -
Some vacant portfolios and eeats in the
legislature will now occupy the minds of

ithe politiciana.
- ®

This is a good time to take your alder-

n eside awd tell him a Sow plain frwdbe
about the needs of the wity.
- "

St. John will hope fhat no perious fire
ocours here until the city has more fire-
fighting apparatus and a better water sup-

plx. ® ® @

About 3,500 citizens, many of whom svere
much exercised about the right #o vote
not long ago, failed to get to the polls
yesterday. ; .

* & »

Reciprocity in aseigtanice shows' bhe right
spirit. Twenty firemen and an engine
were sent from Buffalo yesterday to save
Yife and property ‘in.m;icken Torouto.

Toronto’s loss is now eaid -to' be About
$8,000,000. In sympaithizing with the On-
tatio city St. John ehould not forget ite
own perilous com.htxfm

The Globe nominates Hon. Mr. Sweeney
for Solicitor General. No doubt he will
be duly thenkful for backing in thet in-
fluential guarter. o

. :
Evidently St. LJohn must increase its
expenditures very materially this year.
The bank managers are to be congratu-
lated upon getting in out of the wet: Their
success will make the average tampayer

envious.
. ® @

Sydney’s tax roll is a little higher than
St. John’s. The Cape Breton town has
invested $358,000 in & water system within

a few years.
® @

It is a fine thing to be an officer. Gen-
eral Kouropatkin hangs the Japanese com-
mon soldiers taken as a spy. The officers
'he “allows to be.ehgt.:

Judge Alton B. Parker, of New York,
is a silent candidate for the Democratic
nomination. President Roosevelt seems to
have taken a hint from the enemy. His
lieutenants do -hie: t::lki.ng now.

Thé Russian repert, printed: in Berlin,
that British and Americdn warships, dis:
guised, aided the Japanese in a recent
action at. Port Arthur is the wildest among
many wild sarns which have come out of
Xhe East.

. ® =
A§ this will be a record: summer for
visttors it will be necessary to find some
one who can clean the streets and make
the city look as if the momey spent for
that service rwere.mo.t' !uwd

The local government does not.propose
that the right to expropriate property
shall be given to. private persons. 'Such
legislation .as was eought in that direction

was wieely avoided.
. * 9

The local house transacted considerable
business of importance during the closing
hours of the eession. The opposition must
be glad the agony is over. ‘It uas been a
hard winter for tl.xe for?msl’s guard.

Tt i@ eetimated that if all the reports
on ‘the waiter supply question which have
been filed by the council without action
could be sunk in the reservoir theirbulk
would increase the pressure and stop the
leak of "34.

. ® &

Of the 759 miles of gléétric railroads.in
Canada St. John has tweive, according ‘o
government statistics. These twelve miles
of road would be more noticeable. if the
company were to run a few more cars 0ver
at. e

The government forced the G. T. Pacific
scheme through the house early this morn-
ing. There will still be more talk on the
modifications. The Senate majority will
take its orders as the majority took them
in the House, But what-will the country

say about it?
* & #

The St. Petersburg Vyedomosti welcomes
the Japanese with bloody hands in thie
fashion: “We sincerely wish that as many
of the Mikado’s subjects as possible may
be landed 7without ceasing, day and mnight,
at the greatest pcesible number of pointe
on the coast of Korea and Chima. Not

one of them will return.”
. o &

Friends of Mr. Thomas Hetherington, M.
P. P., report that he will be a candidate
for Queens and Sunbury in the next
Dominion election. As Dr, Hay and others
have been mentioned in -this connection
there is evidently to be no lack of candi-
dates and the contest for a nominatien
may be in!beresting. -

Japan has evidently begun a flank move-
ment in the Yalu region. The Russian
reports of Japanese landimgs near Niuch-
wang indicate that the invaders are ready
for the movement northward. ProGably
their progress has been much greater than
the Russians admit. The J&pam;,e are
not sending out any reports in advance of
the fighting.

* =
St. Petersburg . hears that Viceray
Alexieff has resigned. Probably he had
heard that the Czar said he was a
“hoodoo.” The shattering of reputations
in the Far East goes on apace. Makaroft
is with Tryon of ‘the il-fated Victoria.
Stark, who commanded at Port - Arthur,
onlly a few days ago, is in disgrace. Now
Alexieff throws up ‘the sponge. But Gen-

eral Kouropatkin remains.
Cont et

The storm was general along the North
Atlantic coast, and it greatly aided the
humorists, who continue to inform imag-
inary inquirers that this is. mot Mst winter
but next. In Montreal a hilarious writer
chuckles over a man who was treated for
sunstroke on Tuesday and frozen feet on
Wednesday. Tt is a c¢<1d day when the
professional jester cannot warm up to his
daily grind.

. ® "
Selisacrifice reached an unusual height
at yesterday’s water supriy meeting. A

gentleman who has an extensive plumbing :

budiness expressed the fear that if ai have long since died out.

{

'

Beavy gravitation premsure werd seaursll

many of ‘the present house conneetions
with the water mains would be ruimed.
Tt is certain that would cause general un-
happiness and much expense, but he must
be a patriotic rplumbe{' who 'would call at-
tention to the danger.
* o

-

One or two of the defeated candidates
were disposed o show a little temper at
Gity Hall last evenming after the battle.
Defeat is not always easy to swallow
philosophicelly, end it is a particularly
unpleasant pill when the loser happens to
be convinced that his failure was due to
the sharper wit or greater popularity of
bis opponent. But time will hgul these
wounds—in some .cas;es.ait least.

Senator Wark, interviewed by the Wit-
ness as he was passing through Montreal
on his way to Ottawa on Tuesday, “eaid
he felt first rate, and that he wae sure
he would be able to stand the fatigue of
his duties at Ottawa. Not only did he
not feel the burden of age physically, but
he otill had a young heart; his feelings
were young. He had passed the long mile-
stone—he wae over 100 years of age. The
last winter was eevere, and yet he said
he had seen severer. He had long passed
the record allowed by the Psalmist, and he
attributed " this to the fact that he had
lived temperately 21l his life.”

¢ The Portland (Me.) Press says hun-
dreds of French-Canadians are leaving
Biddeford (Me.) for Canada and adds that
they will not return to the United States:
“These spring exoduses to Canada are
mothing new for Biddeford. They have oc-
cured annually for years, but it is differ-
ent this time frowhet usually ‘is, Usually
one or two big excursions take them away
for visits, but this year it has been a

steady drift without waiting for any ex- i

cursions and, there is this unusual feature,
that where in 'the past return tickets have
always peen bought very ‘few thave bought
return tickebs this yéar. The great ma-
jority are going back with the intention
of remaining. Mhey have so stated to those
who have asked them. They say that they
can do fitly as well or better in Canada
than hey can do here even if the mills
are running-full time, but with the cur:
tailment fthe advantage is all in faver of
Canada.”

April Weather.

; Bliss Carman.)
“3oon, ah, soon the April weather,
With the sunshine at the door,
And the mellow melting rain-wind
Sweeping from the South once more..-

“Spon the Tosy maples budding,
And the willows putting forth,

Misty crimson and soft yellow

In the valleys of the North.

«“Soon the hazy purple distance,
Where the cabined heart takes wing,
Eager for the old migration

In’ the magic of the spring.

“Soon, ah, soon the budding windfowers
Through the forest white and frail, -
And the odorous white cherry

Gleaming in her ghostly veil.

““Soon about the walking uplands
The hepaticas in blue,—
Chilren .of the first warm sunlight
In their ‘sober Quaker hue,—

“AN our shining lttle sisters
Of the forest and the flald
Lifting up their quiet faces
With the secret half revealed.

“Soon across the folding twilight
Ot the round earth hushed to hear,
The first robin .at his vespers
Calling far, serene and clear.

“Soon the waking and the summons,
Starting sap in bole and blade,

And the bubbling, marshy whisper
Sweeping up through bog and glade.

“Soon the frogs in silver chorus

Through the night, from marsh.an swale,
Blowing in their tiny oboes

Al the joy that shall mot fail,—

“Payéing up the old earth rapture
By a thousand streams and rills,
From the red Virginian valleys
To the blue Canadian hills.

“Soon, ah, soon the splendid impulse,
Nomwad longing, vagrant whim,

'} When = man’s false angels vanish

‘And the truth comes back to him.

“Soon the majesty, the vision,
And the old unfaltering dream,
Faith to follow, strength to stablish,
‘Will to venture and to seem;

“All the radiance, the glamour,
The expectancy and poise,

Of this ancient life renewing
Its temerities and joys.

“Soon the immemorial magic

Qf the young Aprilian moon,

And the wonder of thy friendship

In the twilight—soon, ah, soon!”
—From The Green Book of the Bards.”

\]

Seaator Hoar Insists on Accuracy

There were many reminiscences of early
Waehington during a late senate debate
on the Faivbanks department bill. Mr.
Gorman’s service in Washington first and
last reached back further than the service
of any other senator, for as a boy he was
a Tage in the eenate. He therefore remem-
bers many things about the city of earlier
days, and was referring {requently to
Tiber Oreek-

Senator Hoar was all attention at that,
and soon began to whirl the keys on his
key chain, an almost infallble sign, &0
obeervers say, that he is going into a de~
bate. Mr. Gorman had spoken of Tiber
Creek several times when Mr. Hoar arose.

“If the gentleman will allow me,” eaid
he, “the stream that he epeaks of was not
generally called the Tiber. It wvas called
Goose Creek,” and Mr, Hoar's voice was
pitched in such a high, thin treble that
the senate burst into laughtes.

Two Small Fires at Newcastle,

Newcastle, N. B., April 21—The Salva-
tion Ammy living apartments of their bar-
racks was damaged $300 by fire yesterday
afternoon. A fire on the roof of the resi-
dence of Rev. George Harrison later in the
day, also caused some damage. Both losses
are insured.

The quek extinguishing of these fires
showed that the mew water service i3
equal to any emergency, the stream being
strong enough to rip shingles off a three
story building.

-

Dr. Robert Hutchinson, of London, has de-
elared oatmeal to be one of the most excel-
lent articles of diet, particularly for chil-
dren. It is rich in fat, iron and phosphates,
and, properly prepared ,to his mind it is
food presented in a most finished and diges-
tible form. A great deal had been written
against it of late, the lecturer said, but the
writers were wholly and entirely wrong. If
it had been so bad the Scotch race would

'

J.N. HARVEY,

Men’s and Boys’ Clothier,

]99 and 201 Union Street,

verslip

Calks

| are steel-centered,

self-sharpening calks
which can be easily
inserted or removed
from the shoe on the
il horse’s hoof and keep
| him ‘‘always ready’
and safe from falls in
slippery weather.
They save your .orses

and sa~e your menay,
1f you're nut b inv
thew, give tLic -
trial this fall and
ter. Xcour sbuer
sell you a
will send you a e
criptive pamphlet va |
application.
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St. John, N. B.
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MAKARDEF'S VISIT -
T0 CANADIAN SO0,

. Ip ds net generally known ihat Admiral
Makaroff, the Russian officer who lcst his
life in" the blowing up of the Petropav-
lovsk, with 790 of his counirymen, onte
paid a visit to Canada.

The Sault Ste .Marie News says: The
death of Admiral Makaroff, comnmander of
the Russian fleet at Port Arthur, prob-
ably created more comment among the pec-
ple of the Soo than anywhere else in this
locality, from the fact that about 12 years
ago he visited this part of the country on
a tour of inspection.

The admiral spent some {ime at St. Ig-
nace inspecting the working of the huge
ice crusher St. Marie, and it was after
this gigantic ferry that the crusber plying
the waters of Lake Baikal was patterned.

Otte Supe- bad the honor of dining at
the same table with. this distinguished
citizen of the land of the (zar, and was
on the boat with him several times. In
recalling the experience at the straits to
a representative of the News, Mr. Supe
said:— I

“Admiral Makaroff did not impross me
as being a great man, but this was prob-
ably because of the fact that he was a
foreigner. He was clad in a fur-lined over-
coat, wore high top 1 but 1 do not

given a place on the bent wl he eould
watch the manner in which the iee was
crushed, and frem time to time it was
steered into floating chunks.or what might
be termed small icebergs. simply for his
benefit. .

“[ was not on the boat at the time but
one of the crew told me that on one trip
the admiral was allowed to get cut on a
large sheet of ice and photograph the boat
as ‘it struci.”

“Many other people in the city remem-
ber the admiral. IHe was & member oi a

party that visited this c¢ity for the pur-
pese of inspecting the locks."

Newcastle Civic Election.

Chatham. N. B.. April 19—(Special)—In
the civie elections held today. George
Brown was dlected over ex-Alderman
Hennessy, by a majority of 43.

Messrs. Armstrong, CGremly, FLawlor.
Pedolin, Ritchie and Phinney, of the old
board, were re-dlected. and ex-Mayor Mor-
rison and Jolm Russell are the new men

elected.

$T, JOHN HRE AKD
THAT-IN TOROKTO.

One of the oldest and best known in-
surance men in Montreal spoke to the
Star this morning on the subject of great
Canadian fires, and the need of more care
being exercised in the insurance of civie
buildings. He also touched upcn an in-
teresting question, i.e., what amount had
been lost to the country through fire
the government being their own in

“The loss to. Toronto is estimated. ac-
eording to the telegraphic despatches, at
$10,000,000,”” said this gentleman. “This
sum is very large, but it is not correet
to speak of this as one of, if not the mest
d rous fire in the dominion, as is being
said. The sum named does not equal th:
loss sustained by the fire of 20th June,
1877, at St. John (N. B.), which, accord-
inz to the report of the deminion super-
intendent of insurancc for that vear,
amounted to $13,000,000. This sum: in-
cluded dominion government and city gov-
el‘xnwent ;r)rclportg‘. which was uninsured.”

“Speaking of the St. John fire, I have
alluded to the dominion g:\-ox';m:o.nt prop-
erties . being uninsured. We have all re-
mearked that in  noticos of conflagration
lesses at different times, it has been stated
th;{t the government preperties have been
uninsured. I ‘

_ '.'h cecurs to one that it is fitting that
}murm;ttmn for the public should L(‘sm\‘cn
in the dominion parliament as to what the

by

result to the country has been by the pol-

i}ny of the government in being their cwh
insurers. This is an interesting poi;\' and
(F-no_wbich deserves comsideration .1\
feeting ‘the country.’-- Montreal Star.
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Gaspereaux for Bait Scarca Here.

Statements published  rektive to the
supply of gasperaux heve as bait for t1¢
fishermen were rather too hopeful. Tht
fact is the cateh in this harbor is poor
About a week @go there nwas one oo
day’s catch but ithe cold weather
has had a bad effect and comparatively
Jie gasperaux are being taken in this nal”
bor. The bait supply is also short 18
Halifax and one of the firm of A. Wilso!
& Son, of Halifax, is now in St. Job
seeing 1f he can arrange .to get a supply
of bail here.

ince

“Why, children, what in the world aré
you perched up on that sharp rail rence
for?”’ “Because we're playing millionaire,
und Tommie's John Pierpout Morgan, 3
he made all the rest of us get off the earth.
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