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TRE EIGHT HOURS QUESTION.

From a Christian Standpoint.
BY REV. AMBROSE D. STRONG.
An-address given at the the Cliftonville Congrega-
, West B as the Wo

Coke TR

**Is not this the fast I have chosen—To loose the

e ginglery a.":.",’,"u‘;".i":'.:t‘;
Yokt T8ATam \will. 6. "

1 am thankful that the chapter read for
the lesson this evening, and from which the

* text is taken, is one which is most suitable
to the subject of this discourse, and is a

i 'glsnﬁeetomymmrh I may
make. No apelogy is needed for handling
such & question in this pulfit. If npolog
e meeded, it lies in the fact that m
pulpit, as well as out of it, the Christian
church has not spoken straight words and
practical truths to the masses of the
workers. It only aggravates the culpable
position some occupy to have to explain
what is meant by the ‘‘Eight Hours Ques-
tion,” not because such Enowledgs is the
admission of a right or wrong demand, but
b there is a legiti cry for wide-

read relief; a cry in which, no doubt,

lazy unite, but tarough which the over-
taxed have a right to be heard.

Eight hours work; eight hours sleep;
eight hours leisure, making the twenty-four
hours. hlt sounds well; loo}a well on

; has its attractiveness. Is it a right
g.P.r‘!’ Is it practicable? Willirtlgbe
beneficial ? I it justifiable? Is it fair all
round? The day may come when such
services as this in which we are now en-
will be conversational ; when not one

8 from the pulpit, but many will
be able to ask and answer questions, as was
done in the synagogues of old. I entirely
deprecate the use of the pulpit for anything
bordering on party politics. The pulpit is
not for any catch purpose, but for the asser-
tion of principles of action. Christianity is
what the level is in all kinds of work. The
level does not refuse to serve to show the
right and square, whether the material of
workmanship be wood, stone, iron, silver,
or gold. Christianity is for the recogni-
tion of the rights of all before the God who
made man. The church—by which I do
not mean any special denomination, but
the church at large—has not been, as it
bave been, a true witness for Christ ;
yet Christ is always the Friend of Man,
and I challenge any one to show me where
Christ is not the embodiment of the
highest and noblest right. He is no re-
‘spector of persons, but fair, faithful,
and just all round. Jesus Christ
would never sacrifice workman for
master nor master for workman, neither
would He set labor against capital, nor
capital against labor. He knows no caste
amongst men. . I hold that to be an essen-
tial principle which Peter declared: “Ota
truth God is no respector of persons, but
in every nation he that feareth Him and
worketh righteousnessis accepted of Him.”
You must be fair, my fellow working-men,
it you expect others to be fair to you. You
must remember that there are two sides to
every question. Let us look at this sub-
ject from four points ot view—God’s, the
workmen’s; the master’s, the nation's.

God's Share In All Reforms.

Time is His Whose else if not His?
He gave the day ot twenty-four hours, and
to lfim we are responsible for its use. God

has given to man a certain amount of

strength. He does not expect from him
the work of a horse, which is estimated to
have seven or eight times his strength. He
expects him to employ the power given to
its utmost capacity in an honest day’s
work. He would bestow sufficient sleep
to restore strength, and sufficient leisure to

enjoy lite. Such I estimate, is God's divi-

sion of time.

Surely the Being that made us knows
best what e has made us capable of, and
if there be any court of appeal, should it
not be to the Creator of man? God has
not forgotten the interests of the working-
men. ould not He be the first to con-
demn the unseaworthiness or overloading
of ships, the foul air in the sweating-dens,
the long hours of the miner toiling in the
dark? He has, indeed, already spoken,
not once nor twice, but many times,through

-tearing men,such as Plimsoll, Peabody,
ilberforce, Shaftesbury, and others,
pleading the rights of sailors, workmen,
slaves, and miners, besides scores of other
toilers. Men who have regulated labor in
workshops, factories and mines. And let
it be noted that the few who have cared for
the righting of the wrongs of working men,
women, and children have almost invari-
ably been those who have feared God and
worked righteousness. Indeed, God Him-
self (to speak reverently) is the most radi-
cal of reformers. He is today, and always
has been, most concerned that ‘‘the poor
and him that hath no helper” should have
Austice done to them.
+* 1 cannot imagive any one setting about
the work of social reform and asking God
to stand aside. Surely if God Himselt
rested, the creature made in His own like-
ness may well follow His example.

Leisure for the |Workman.

Secondly, the workman's point of view.
Does any one say masters before’ menP
Nay! The numbers and needs of the
working-classes demand that they should
bave the primary consideration. In social
economy, *‘the worker is before the capital-
18t ;” he is the producer ot wealth. It there
be a first place It has the right to it, be-
cause he is always, as it were, on the verge
of starvation, and the payment of wages
for his labor is a matter o{ life or death to
him. Man is not a machine, and the
workmen and workwomen are not to be
considered merely in the light of what can
be got out of them. To a large majority

ER R i
hours of toil, and there is a legitimate cr)l'

with more zest and heart for their work.”
The greater portion of spoiled work is the
result of ) b L i

3
and asit occursat the end of the day or
week is significant. Evidence is given that
lessening of hours means increase of profit
all round. Many a workman will do as

podnd.mo ineighlbonnuinni_ne

t thet notwithstanding it has been

ly episcopal innova-

tion it :ill not be long before it will be

g dopted in  mon-epi 1
churches.

The First Missionary in Japan.
A native Japanese Christian periodical
ly told the story of the first Protestant

: P {

or ten, 'l isan P

value in mere cheerful

of mind, a difference which is illustrated by

the difference between the free will worker

Undoubtedly, w?pention
Sk

Christian in Japan. This was one Murata,
a military retainer of the lord of Saga, in
the southern island of Kiushiu. In 1860
he went to Nl‘lllki, by order of his chief,

from them for help and
should like to be able to place on the box
of one of our omnibuses for a single day,

| the lady who recently wrote a letter to a

local paper, asking that the omnibuses
might run on Sunday. And why? That
she, and others as selfish as herselt, might
attend some favorite place of worship, or
listen to some fashionable preacher. Put
such people on the box for only one day
of the seven, and what would be their
m‘:non then? "It is too often forgotten
a workman is a social beirf, and has
domestic affections:’ A man’s work-does
not as a rule exert a moral influence upon
h If. Moral infl are the
of his recreative hours.

Most of us know that the happiest hours
ot life are thonm‘;rent at home ; but domes-
tic affections cultivation, and how can
the man who has only eight hours out of
the twenty-four for sleep and leisure hope

realize than the husband is more than a
man, and the father more than a mere
bread-winner ? Many a man has . told me
that for weeks together he has never seen
his children awake. With thousands there
is no leisure to think, to read,  or to re-
member that there is any life beyond :::

resent. They are too weary toattend

ouse of God, even if inclined to do so.
Surely this is wrong. Is the objection
made that leisure is often.put.to & bad use?
That is not a fair argument against it. We
are not responsible for another's use or
abuse of a good,neither are we nsible
for the moral actions of anyone unless we
control them ; though, of course, it is in-
cumbent to accompany the leisure given
with every brotherly consideration that can
fovern its use. e fully acknowledge the
act that there is a shameful misuse of
leisure among the laboring elasses; but it
they are so foolish as to spend the hours
thus given in public hoases and dissipation,
or in such & way as to leave them worse in-
stead of ‘better for the rest; with them
alone lies the responsibility and the con-
demnation.

Now, to come to the proportion of work
and leisure. In this matter the special
c.ifcumshn'cea of each trade must be con-

1
, and an work-
¥ Cpgili. MR ORsE

men 18 ly Y-
Perhaps some will say that this is not pos-
sible as long as human nature is what it is ;
but the miners are generally agreed, and
therefore claim the aid of 'legislation.
There are boys who work ten hours a day
in a mine, and for six months of the year
never see the lightof day, except on Sunday.
Work so varies that eight hours a day in
one trade is not equal to eight hours in
another, any more than it is a universal
rule that eight hours’ sleep is needful. In
all cases, therefore, it is absolutely neces-
sary that there should be, as far as prac-
ticable, united trade action.

My personal belief is that if a good case
be made out, the legislature will intervene.
The parliamentary measures passed by

larl Shattesbury have undoubtedly proved
a great check upon unjust masters. Vio-
lators of the law of right between men must
be met by the law of the country. This
;jxpliea also to the early closing movement.

y own idea is that the hours are as un-
reasonable for masters as for workmen;
since, in most businesses, the same work
could be done in shorter time.

The Difficulties of Masters.

Thirdly, this brings us to the masters’
side of the question. It is an unreasonable
view to take, that all masters are unjust
and unfair because some are. Were this
true, it might be made to reflect upon the
consistency of the workmen, who cried for
consideration when workmen, but became
deat as masters to their workpeople’s cry ;
giving ground for the “Yini that the hard-
est masters are those that have been ser-
vants. Masters have a right to be con-
sidered as well as servants. They have
capital at stake ; they often have to work as
hard, if not with the hand with the head, as

: their men, and sometimes hsrder; olten

with little profit, and, certainly, with a
much larger amount of anxiety. Servants
are pretty sure of their wages; masters
often have to go short. They have wages
to meet regularly and punctually. Their
care does not cease there. They have diffi-
culties with customers; the strain of com-
petition with all the world, to say nothing
ot the very serious risk they run from al-
teration of fashion on the one side, tyrani-
cal strikes on the other, and the frequent
loss of time by workmen's irregularities
and drinking habits, thus upsetting the
calculations of masters for the delivery of
work and fulfilment of contracts.

Workmen must he more considerate of
masters before public opinion will favor
them. By way of illustration, take the gas
strike in London three years ago, as com-

ared with the recent omnibus men’s strike.
Ii'he gas strike was most unfair, and public
opiuion was against the men ; whilst in the
omnibus men's strike, the men being in the
right, public opinion favored them. On
wﬁichever side there is a pure 'spirit of
greed, disregarding the just claims of the
other aide:‘e&ere is created reciprocal ill-
feeling and hatred, which intensifies the
wrong.

The Nation’s Point of View.

The fourth and last point of view is that
of thenation. Itisno use to look at a
national question from the narrow side of
self-interest only. In the long run the ex-
ercise of a considerate spirit 1s true sell-
interest. In an article entitled **The Bal-
ance-Sheet of Short Hours” in The Con-
temporary for October, it is proved and ill-
ustrated that in many businesses the cur-
tailment of hours improves the quality of
work. Alsc that a good deal ot time is
lost through sickness, and other causes for
non-attendance. Shorter hours would tend
to reduce that loss. ‘Besides reduci
the interruptions of work in the course ol
the week, short hours bave also reduced
the interruptions in the course of the day,
and in the course of the year. They
brought with them greater promptitude
and punctuality in beginning work in the

g, partly b the ters, since
their works ran shorter time in the day, felt

will ially affect the q
ing hours ot labor, as it will become a
matter of mutual self-interest both with
masters and and with men. It therefore is
a decided gain to the nation to shorten
hours of labour.

This, then, is the summation of tie
whole matter :—

I.—That the Eight Hoars Movement
cannot be a universal one, but that it is
practicable and morally justifiable in many
trades where labor is organized.

II.—That a serious responsibility rests
on those who now -have the physical
and moral benefit of an eight hours’
working day, that they sh®uld so use their
leisure that they may not hinder others
from securing a like boon where prac-
ticable. !

IIl.—That the Golden Rule laid down
by Christ of doing to others as we would
they should do to us, would do much to
solve much of the social questions of the
day, and would enable men to bear one
another’s burdens, and thus tufil the law of

Finn'lly. I glory in the vantage und
of a christian standpoint. i

and one mg. as he was crossing the
barbor in a boat, he picked up a book that
was floating about in the water. The
writing ran from side to side, *like the
crawling of crabs,” and upon sending it to
one of the Dutch then settled at Nagasaki,
he learned that it was the Christian Bible,
then a proscribed book. Curiosity spurred
him on, and he had one of his assistants
learn the ot the book and trans-
late it for him sentence by sentence. His
study was continued in secret, with a few
friends, after his return home. When a

in the Dominion in
Ten years
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difficult age was found a g
was sent !&; 5 Xwﬁm' a well known
missionary then in 1,for its it
tation. Murata was afterwards bnpm
and his name now stands first on the roll
of Protestant Christians in Japan.

An Historic Church.

The grand old Historic Church in Wit-
tenberg, to the doors of which Luther nailed
his ninet‘y-ﬁve theses, is being remodeled
in magnificent style. Work has been going
on for several years and is now approach-
ing c‘on”)letion. The bu}i&di:g will now

live I am more and more p
in order to get righteous laws and to keep
them, to secure the rights of the work-
man and master, it is .necessary that all
should have Christ. the Ideal Servant and
Master, ruling in their hearts.

What other test ot right and wrong
can compare with this? Who so inter-
ested in the true liberty which sets us tree ?
What Christ says should be law to
us. What He would do, our ftulfilling
of the law. Be first to grasp this principl

e Mg y be the of the
* | Reformation in & manner which even the
d hedral at Spires

cannot riva‘i. One of the features of the
structure is a stone balustrade round the
naves, in which the arms of eighty promin-
ent Reformation heroes are chiselled, and
beneath it are the portraits in relief of
twenty princes, scholars and artists of that
period, cast in bronze in Lauchhammer.

of action, if others are slow to recn"proc;w
its adoption. It may be slower than some
revolutionary measures, but it is sure.
It never has to retrace its steps, but ad-
vances ever towards the better age that is
surely coming for the people and the
nation.

ABOUT CHURCH WORKERS.

What Was Done in the Past and is Being
Done in the Present.

The feast of Purim will be celebrated
with unusual fervor this year by the Jewish
community in the United States and Can-
ada.

Father McGlynn told a New Haven re-
porter recently that he would not be sur-

rised to see Cardinal Gibbons elected

'ope when Leo XIIL. dies.

The Salvation army’s annual report states
that there are 3,154 corps and 10,893 offi-

pZz2

Nestlé's Mjlk Food for infants has, during 25
Years, grown in favor with both doctors and
mothers throughout the world, and is now un-
questionably not only the best substitute for
mothers’ milk, but the food whish agrees with
the largest percentage of infants., It gives
strength and stamina to resist the weakenin;
effects of hot weather, and has saved the lives o
thousands of infants, To any mother sendin
her address, and mentioning xzis paper, we Wi

send samples and description of Nestlé's Food,
‘Thos, Leeming & Co., Sole Ag’ts,

Montreat.

cers. The cir ion of its

g in
all the world has reached 45,000,000. The
selt-denial week produced $200,000.

Five hundred missions, 20,000 mission
stations, 40,000 missionaries, 500,000 Sun-
day school seholars, 1,000,000 native com-
municants, 2,000,000 native adherents—
these approximately tell the story of Pro-
testant mission work in heathen countries.

The number of French pilgrims to the
Vatican has only been 7,000, while in the
first year ot the present Pontificate there
were no fewer than 25,000. This great
decrease has taken place in spite of greater
facilities of travel and greater hospitalities
at the Vatican.

Miss Soonderbai Powar, an Indian
Christian of Bombay, speaking at the great
anti-opium demonstration recently held in
London, related that in India, with its 33,-
000,000 of ﬁods, the female idol worshippers
said: **Tell the English people and Gov-
ernment if they will stop this trade we will
regard them as our gods.” When mission-
aries go to the Zenanas to preach, they are
told, **Go and convert your Christian Gov-
ernment _first, and then come and tell us
about Christ.”

Of the 288,159,672 people in India more
than two-thirds are returned as Hindoos,
less than one-fifth as Mahometans, about
one-fortieth as Buddhists, and less than
one per cent.—viz., two and a quarter
millions—as Christians. From this return
it would appear that Buddhism does not
hold the large place in Indian life that it
has been given in English literature, and
that christianity is still on the stage of the
*little leaven,” by no means a despondent
one, in that country.

One of the best sermons the great
Beecher ever preached was on *‘Conver-
sion.” “Ih,” said he, *‘a captain in mid-
ocean determinies to put his ship about and
head for New York rather than for Liver-
pool.the deed is done when the prow points
to the west. The steamer has yet to make
the trip, but its course is changed. So
when a man determines to alter his mode
of life, sm%s his folly and heads towards
the right, he is converted. He isn’t a saint
quite yet, but he's on the road.”

Spurgeon used to employ help in pre-

ring some of his sermons and addresses.

t is related that a gentleman who frequent-
ed the British museum used to find another
man conti ining vol of the
Fathers and the Puritan divines. One day
the first of these visitors said : “*I suppose,
sir, you are preparing some work of great
research?”  *‘Oh,” said the other, ‘*don't
you know who I am? Iam Spurgeon's
man. I have to get up for him all the
most telling anecdotes from old or not gen-
erally accessible books.”

The Erowth of Episcopacy in non-Epis-
copal churches is very rapid and significant,
says the N. Y. Herald. In most of our
city churches presbyterians and congrega-
tionalists observe Christmas and Easter.
The ministers wear robes, and the Te
Deum, responsive readings and the ancient
creeds of lEé church are used in the regu-
lar Sabbath services. And now a new
pulpit departure is exciting discussion. In
the new First Congregational church of
Detroit the communion table, insteaud of
being placed below and in front of the pul-
pit, occupies the centre ot the platform,
while the pulpit occupies one corner and a
reading desk the other. The minister's
chair is in front of the communion table,
the organist and choir in the rear. At the
time of the communion the mimster stands
behind the table, his chair being removed,

of miners, railway wmen, shop assistants, | they must make a better use of the time | and the elements are passed to the deacons®
ibus men, b and b ids, life | that - remains, and ly because the men | in the usual manner to the seated congre-
is not what it should be, as regards the ' th 1 trom their longer rest | gation. The arrangement has so many ad-
wesntammsar i st RS R v TR .
- “

Notice of Eissolution

'l‘llE undersigned hereby give notice and certify
that a certain limited Partnership under the
laws of the Province of New Brunswick, conducted
under the firm name of “W. C. PrrmeLp & Co.,” for
the buying amd selling at wholesale of dry
goods and other merchandise, and generally a
wholesale dry goods and general jobbing and
commission business, which by the certificate of
Ljpited Partnership registered in the office of the
Registrur of Deeds of the City aud County of Saint
Jobn 1 the said Province, was to commence the
Twenty-eight day of December, A. D. 1880, and
terminate the First day of January, A. D. 1892, did
terminate and is and was dissolved the said First
day of January, A. D. 1892,
(Signed) WARD C. PITFIELD.
L S. HAYWARD.
Crry AND COUNTY OF SAINT JoOHN, to wit: |
Be it remembered that WARD C. PrrriELp and |
SamueL HAYWARD, parties to and the signers of |
the snnexed notice and certificate, personally came |
and appeared at the City of Saint John, in the City |
and County of Saint John and Province of New |
Brunswick, before me, J. E. Barnes, one of Her
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in and for the said |
City and County of 8aint John, and acknowledged |
the said WARD C. PrrrieLn that he signed the said ‘
notice and certificate,and the said SAMUEL HAYWARD |
that he signed the same. |
Given under my hand at the said City of Saint |
John this Twenty-first day of December, A D. 1891. |
(Signed) J. E.BARNES,
J. P. City and County of Saint John.

Partl;e“rsh_ip Notice.

FPVE undersigned, desirous of forming a Limited l
Partnership under the Laws of the Province of |
New Brunswick, hereby certifiy : - H
1. That the name of the firm under which such |
partnership is to be conducted is “W. C. PITeigLD |
& Co.” |
2. That the general nature of the business intended |
to be transacted by such partnership is the buyingand |
selling at wholesale of dry goods and other merchan-
dise, and generally a wholesale dry goods and !
general jobbing and commission business. l
3. That the names of all the general and special

in said pal ip

partners wre as
follows :

WaRD C. PiTrIELD, who resides at the City of
Saint John in the City and County of Saint John and
Province of New Brunswick, is the general partner,
and SAMUEL HAYWARD, who resides at the Parish
of Hampton in the County of Kingsand Province
aforesaid, is the special partner.

4. That the said SAMUEL HIAYWARD has contribut
ed the sum of forty thousand dollars as capital to
common stock.

5. That the period at which the said partnership
is to commence is the Second day of January, A. D.
1892, and the period at which the said partnership is
to terminate is the Second day of January, A.D. 1806

Dated this Thirty-first day ot December, A.D. 1891

(Signed) WARD C. PITFIELD.
o S. HAYWARD.
PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.
Crry AND CoUNTY OF SAINT JORN, SS.

Be it remembered that on this Thirty-first day of
December, A. D, 1891, at the City of Saint John and
Province of New Brunswick, before me, JAMES A.
BeLYEA, & Notary Public in and for the said Pro-
vince, by lawful authority duly commissioned and
sworn, residing and practising in the said City
ot Saint John, personally came and appeared,
Warp C. PitriELp and Samusr HAYWARD, part-
ies toand the signers of the annexed certificate,
and in the said ifl d and se y
acknowledged, the said WamrDp C. PiTriELD that
he signed the said certificate, and the said SaMuEL
HAYWARD that he signed the said certificate.

In witness whereof, I the said Notary have here®

unto set my hand and Notarial Seal at the said
City and County of Baint John, the said
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ONE WRITING!
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Copies all equal
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circular letters, price lists, etc.
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THE CLYDE STEAMSHIP GOMPANY.

New York. Charleston, 8. 0.

andri.l—acksonvllle, Fla., Servioce.

Tri- Weekly departures betfween

Southwest, JACKSONVILLE, FLA., and all Flovida

NEW YORK and CHARLESTON, 8. O, the South and

Points

The fleet is comp legant

d of the foll g el 5
W " e ge” and ** DELAWARE,” one of which is to sail from
e ('"?S::Fkao-f:e’fz‘ﬁmeu, New Vork, MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS and FRI-

29, E. R. (i

DAYS, at 3 p. m.

» cSpwy

A " “y
Sonataied Pior

pol

Thig is the only ling between New York and Jacksonville, Fla., withont chn? ,

1
Making clese connections at Jacksonville with F.C. & P.R.R., J.T. & K.W.R’y, &J., 61. A. & HR.R.R.

CLYDE’S ST. JOHN’S RIVER LINE

" “CITY OF JACKSONY
Comprisiag the elegant n“m.;l.e daily at 8 p.m., except Baturdays, for Sanford, Fla., and

+ WELAKA,” leaving Jacksonvil

, making connections with all rail lines at Palatka, Astor,

landinj
in Florids.
dati 1
m:eriu r, electric lights, electric
LINE”
markets aford. For further information apply to

1LLE,” * FRED'E DEBARY,” Ennmn.zud
imtermediate
lue Springs and Sanford for al) points

with all modern improveme:

4, steamers being suppl nts, steam
belle, baths, ete. o cuisine on the steamers of the ** CLYDE
unexcelled by any other line, the table being supplied with the best the Northern and Bouthern

WM. P. CLYDE & CO., Cen’l .

5 Bowling Green. New-York.

Thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1801,

~ (Bigned) JAMES A. BELYEA. Fif THEO. 6. EGER, T. M.,

l};:f;f Nowry Pablic. R. F. ARMSTRONG, Halifex, N. 8.
s e

L
12 So. Wharves, Philadelphia, Pa,
& Béwling, Green, New York.

©y B. T, JARVIS, Bt. John, N. B.




