Moral Aspects of Tempetrante.
Rev. C. H. Day

The question may be asked, ‘What constitutes any
matter a moral issue?

According  to Herbert Spencer,  “Morality, the,
science of right conduct, has for its ahjest 10408
termine how and why certain modeq of cemduct mi.
detrimental and certain other modes. bethicaal.”’

Morality then es cognizance of every force or
influence that <fnds to affect human conduct benefi-
cially or detrimentally, and since intemperance or its
correlative intemperance, does thus affect the conduct
of men, we have a right to denominate te(@perance a
“Certainly,”” says one, “such a state-
ment is quite obvious, There is no one in Canada,
with the exeeption perhaps of a few in the province
of Quebec, who today would deny that the temper
ance question presents to us the most momentous
moral issue of our national life. True, but it has
not been always so For the last fifty years a cam-

moral issue

paign of temperance education has been carried on
and the terrible, subtle and difficult nature of the
evil with which society has to contend, has been re-
vealed. This revelation has not come without strug
gle. Temperance, like slavery has with difficulty
emerged into the realm of moral issues.

For years the temperance agitation was looked
upon as the work of cranks and fanatics

Persistently these cranks were reminded that what
& man drank was nobody's business but bhis own, any
more than what he ate or wore. It was therefore
absurd to try to hit this matter into the realm of
morals, and make of it a troublesome and irritating
issue But these ‘‘cranks’” of other days have suc
cewded 1u their object until now there 1s hardly a
voice in cvilized countries  as uncivilized for that
matter, to contradict the assertion that intemper-
ance 1s the crying national evil of the age. In fact
all join in the chorus that the cranks used to sing,
from statesmen Lo editors of yellow journals.

Mr. Gladstone says: ‘‘Strong drink is a greater
pcourge than war, famine and pestilence combined.”
lord Wolseley, declares. ““We have. great battles to
light, great encoies to encounter, but the most pres-
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do confidently what had appearsd before to me, mean
anh wrong.”

This effect of strong drink is well known and the
knowledge of it is made use of by the would-be mur-
derer, the gambler, the thiefl and the briber. Many a
man, who ;lould scorn to sell his vote, which is a
aymbol offhis maphoesd, yet when e he# taken ‘o
spcinl glhss of uﬁlm the Hénd" m&ua‘l
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Because alcohol attacks the very citadel of the
moral nature, paralyses the conscience, obliteratds
moral distinctions, its use thérefore becomes a vital
moral issue.

Through its Effects on the Home.

The home: is- a school not ouly of mamners, but of
mora¥s. 1t is.the training ground par excellence of
the future. It is the real university from which
men and women graduate into life. We can forget
much but we cannot forget the morals that father
and mother uttered in the sanctuary of the home.
Home infloences is the mgral atmosphere we have
absorbed into our very being.

Now, anything which has an injurious effect on
home life, becomes at once a live, a tremendously live
moral issue. It is probable that no other influence
s0 tends to destroy the home as the liquor traffic.
Of 10,000 murders committed in the United States in
1903, 3,000 were of wives killed by drunken husbands,
says Dr. Gordon “of Montreal. The same speaker
tells us that one out of every five of our boys is de-
stroyed by strong drink. What is the atmosphere
of a drunkard's home? Is it not made up of sor-
row, suspicion, suspense, dread anticipations, on the
part of wife and children, coupled with profanity, ir-
regularity, tyranny and often brutality on the part
of the father who drinks? Surely no strong and pure
characters can flourish in such an atmosphere as
this. Of course there are %xceptions to every rule
but the rule is that “‘like produces like.”

Before a young man will drink, there must be form-
ed within him a more or less favorable mental atti-
tude toward drinking. Here is the secret of ‘many a
youag man’s downfall. And further that mental
leniency with reference to liquor develops uncon-
sciously gn many of our most respectable homes. The
boy ofterf hears slighting remarks from his parents,
(who do not take liquor themselves) about the tem-
perance workers, their faults which no doubt arg¢
many, being criticized and held up for ridicule. By
and by the hoy begins to regard the whole temper-
ance movement as extreme or fanatical. With this
feeling he goes out into the world, and at the first
assault of the enemy he falls. Parents should be
careful indeed, as to the bias they may give to their
children’s thoughts by unconsidered words. Let the
attitude of parents be clear, decided and uncomprom-
ising in their homes toward this traffic ‘which is ever
the bitterest enemy of domestic happiness and peace!

Through its Effects on Civic Life.

“‘Behond the walls of Sparta” said the king of
that country to a visiting ambassador, as he pointtd
proudly to the ranks of his citizen soldiers drawn up
on the plain, Citizens are indeed- the walls of any
country; but walls are no stronger than the indivi-
dual bricks out of which they are composed. In
other words a nation is powerful as it possess men,
strong, true, faithful, for “‘a free state exists’ only
in the virtue of the citizen.”” Citizenship is the great-
est. fact in nationality, and virtue or character is
the greatest fact in citizenship. The moral element
cannot be excluded from either economic or ciyic.
Temperance, therefore, becomes a great moral issue
from its vital relation and influence upon character,
the basal fact in citizenship. Intemperance, rather
than poverty, war or pestilenice, is the destroyer of
strong and progressive citizenship. It was this that
encrvated successiveély, the men of Samaria, of Baby
lon, of Greece, and Rome. Lord Roseberry claims
that it is ruining the British citizen today. The con-
clusion is plain. No mafi can be a good citizen who
drinks liquor. He caf®t be, because liquor de-
stroys the bloom of character, and charatter is the
foundation of true citizenship,

Again, no man can be a good citizen who in any
way may favor or abets the liquor traficc. Can a
man be a good citizen who favors a business that
ruins homes, that steals the bread from children’s
mouths and the clothet from their backs? Can he be
a good citizsen who helps along a business that builds
juils, penitentaries and insane asylums and fits men
and women and boys to fill them? Can he be a good

citizen who abets a traffic of which nothing good can °

be said? Surely not. We can never therefore, hope

for the highesl type of citizenship until the evil of in-

temperance has been abolished and thus at this point

the temperance problem meets us as a moral issue of

surpassing moment, : d
Temperance and Religion.

Cardinal Manning the great English Catholic di-
vine, has this to say about the antagonism. between
religion and alcoholism. “For thirty-five years I
have been priest and bishop in London, and now 1
approach my eightieth year and have learned some
lessons and the faot is this—the chiel bar to the
working of the Holy Spirit of God in the souls of
men and women s intoxieating liquor. 1 know of
wo antagoniet ta the Good Spirit, mare direst, more
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subtls, more stealthy more ubiquitous than intoxicat-
ing drink."”

This antegonism is manifest in the attitude of the
liquor interests toward the Sabbath. If these inter-
ests could prevail they would have open Sunday sal
oons with the accompanying carnival of disorder,
godiéssness and vies.  The liguor men by persistent
evesion gnd defince of the laws have almost succeed
@l in seculariging the Sabbath in the United States.
In 1903, an attempt was made, we are told, to lega
lize selling of liquor on Sunday in Greater New York,
on the plea that out of 12,546 saloons, 8,600 were
open and running full blast in defiance of the law.

The liquor traffic is also the greatest hindrance to
Miseions. It obstructs and annuls the work of mis
sionaries in foreign lands; in Africa where great car-
goes of New England rum are demoralizing the
blacks; in the islands of the Pacific, where Dr. Paton
tells us that his work of fifty years is threatened
with destruction because of American liquor, among
the Indians where the white man’s fire-water blots
out the vision of the white man’s God. And thus we
see in its effects on the religious life of the nation,
which is after all the true foundation and explana-
tion of its moral life, the temperance problem again
and more significantly than ever, becomes a pregnant
moral issue. :

“And what if it does?”’ says some one, ‘‘what has
that to do with my attitude toward this business.”
Simply this, that when a moral issue of so momen-
tous a character as that of the temperance problem
is presented to the moral consciousness of any man,
it involves on his part at once the taking of a clear
definite and active stand for the right and against
the wrong, that is to say in this case for temperance
and against intemperance.

No man can escape his obligation with reference to
so clearly defined a moral issue.

The Japanese have a legend to the effect that the
original founder of the Mikado’s dynasty was a god
who came to this earth in the form of a beautiful
prince. One day, so the story goes, as he wandered
in the hills, he came upon a lovely woman weeping,
His heart was touched and he gently made inquiry,
as to the reason of her grief. She replied, “0, sir,
I have had five lovely daughters, but only one is left
to me and she too, must be taken from me. For
every year a great serpent with many heads comes
over the mountains and he demands one of my
daughters as a sacrifice, and then he devours her and
returns to the mountain until another year. The
time has almost arrived for another horrid visit and
he will demand my only child and what shall 1 do,”
and the poor woman burst out afresh. ‘“‘Wait,” said
the prince, “Do not weep, I will kill the serpent and
save your daughter.”” The prince proceeded to make
several gates corresponding to the several heads and
behind each of these he placed a tempting bait. Soon
the great serpent trailed his vast length into view
and glided at once toward the gates, each head en
tering one, seeing which the prince fastened the gates,
and then drawing his magic sword, he cut off the
heads in succession and the serpent no more troubled

the vales of Japan.

There is a mighty four headed serpent trailing
across our country seeking to destroy the four fold
citadel of our national life. It is the liquor traffic
One great head sends its poisonous breath into the
moral life of our young men; another forces its be
fouling way into our homes; another threatens with
flaming eyes our civic virtue, while another dares
even to attack the Holy of Holies, our religion.

The great moral issug, in other words the great
serpent is before us. ﬁt the Christian men and wo
men of this land are ﬂu* sons and daughters of God
with the magic sword.. Are we not criminal if we
do not strike! b

Be s%cong ! !

It matters not how deep entrenched the wrong,
How hard the battle goes, the day, how long
Faint not, fight on! Tomorrow comes the song.

The Bible a Missionary Book.
By Rev. Rupert Osgood Morse, M. A.

Wasting no words in introductory matter, let us
look to Luke’s version of th? Great Commission,
Luke 24:44-49. We find there:

1.—The provision for a world-wide salvation in the
suffering of the Messiah vs. 46.

2.—The possibility of universal acceptance of this
salvation vs. 47.

3.—The ,obligation to publish this gospel of repent-
ance and forgiveness vs, 47-48.

4.—The assurance of power to make effective this
universal mission, vs. 49.

All of these, Jesus argued from scripture. If, like
Him, we may find in scripture this provision, possi-
bility, uroclamation, and power it surely constitutes
“The Bible a Missionary Book.”

Notice.

1. The Missionary Purpose in Scripture. This is
implied in the scriptural view of the unity of the
race. It is implied in the promise to Eve of her
seed brusining the serpent. Noah, being a preacher
of righteousness, was plainly a missionary. God’s call
of Abraham designed a worldwide blessing through .a
single race. Despite the Hebrew failure, the repeated
repetition of promise and ission, to the d d

anta of Abraliam wakes dear the world-wide purpose
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