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° The annual report of the Indian De-

ol M‘-m partment of the Dominion has just

appeared. It shows that the abor-

iginie population of the country stands at about- 108,000
and that it is neither imcreasing nor diminishing in' any
marked degiee. The deputy superintendent general, in his -
:tho the minister, says that the country bhas no little
_ Teason te congratulate itself upon a pajicy which hus. travs-
. ferved its aboriginal population into a law respecting, pros-
perous and contented section of the community, which, so

far.as being a menace to or burden upon ‘the commos-

.~wealth, comiributes in maoy ways to its welfare. . The re-

mmutmuua&mcyw suppose that the In-

. dians are a dying tace, doomed to extinction before the ad-

vance of civilization. Facts and statistics fail to sup-
port this view. In every Provincg excepting British
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E-p.wu-hlw hm- to their grievances and still
more by the presence of the troops, continued to crowd the
mmmh-mmwupm
.when ordered and at points assaulting the police and the
soldiery. ‘This led up to the tragedy of the day, when the
soldiers of the Czar fired on the crowds, first with blank
cartridges and then with bullets, wounding and killing
men, womea and children: There are conflicting reports
as to the number of killed and wounded, some of them no
doubt greatly exaggerated. One report says that at: one
poiiit whese the mob and tln!mnp came into conflict there

,mgwnmm ﬁhembmdndwomded. An-

other teport; which purports fo be ‘exact, gives the total
number of the killed at less than a hundred. As a result
of the action of the military the streets of the~city were
leared and external quiet was restoted.  But it is known

- Columbia the birth exceeds the death rate. Of the 109

; . deaths in excess-of births in the excepted Province 84 oce

“curred in the West Coast Agency, and - the majority are
. directly attributable to  the determimed obstinacy with

which these plmaxlax lndu.ns cling to their potlashes, avd

- 4ingo ti gate and crowd together in

"be. denled that. considerable loostness “exists in, fhe
relations between the sexes,

2 manner which produms the most insanitary conditions.
Jnsegard to themacriage bond agd wther sexual relations,
while the report says that the la®, with the laudable desire
for the enforcement of nuptial obvligttim‘ recognizes the
validity of marriages contracted in accordance with tribal
cmom. in furthérsnce of the same object it refuses to
: kindred divor g them; but as the Indians,

-mmbhbspptmmsm:h distinctions, it comes to pass,
that i ;

which is by no means
confined to the younger Provinces or outlying bands in the

. older Provinces, but on the whole the morality of the

Indians up to their light is as good as that of their neigh-

. ‘ors, and improvement is going on in this as m

other  directions.  The . distribution of the Indian
poynhmaotthe"" is a3 follows: Oun-
*tario. 21,11, an increase of 98 over the preced-
Ang year: Quebec, 11,149, an increase of 83; Nova Scotia,
1,998 an incresse of 68; New Brumswick 1,604, a decrease
of 5; Prince Edward Island, 292, a decrease of o British
Columbis, 25,234 & decrease of 348, Mauitoba; 6,775, a de-

- crease of 54; North-West Territories, 17,561, a.decrease of
- 88, and outside treaty limits, 22,084. The large apparent

. decrease i British Columbia is caused by the fact that the
new agent for the north-west coast has deducted 231 from
the population of his agency as 4 result of more accurate
mhnmuhnbyhhm&formem

. S 3 mmbhvhnhhmthow
The Outbreali  had been brewing in St. Petersburg.
g ©* eametoaheadion Sunday, Jatukry -

that the feeling of the people against the ruling classes is
intensely "bitter, The revolutionary fires bave Jot the
moment been smothered but not put out, and for days the
people of St. Petersbusg have hved\i: a state of suspense
bordering on tertor. i !
- L)
2 lnthoml Pmﬁwml election in
The Outarie OlmnquMyluo the Ross
s ; Government suffered a decisive de-
tive party; led by Ms. ], P. Whitney,
v:llluvu mm!yolmﬂn-ht;. The result not
ehly the hopes of Mr. Ross and his followers,
eved that the Government would be sus-
M“ %thm sanguine

mm Grabam. and Evanturel, while Mr. Ross a
colleagues in the administration were returned by
vely small majorities. It is quite evident that

popular opiniow in the Provincs has turned strongly

Wmmt The reasons for the change are

various. Itrwas not b ofits fail in

tions that the Ross Government became unpopalar. Few

. Governments probably have done better in ummpm

Mr. Whitney will have the advantage of entering upon his

admisistration with & full treasury and with the affairs of

the Province generally in a very satisfactory condition.

But the Liberal party had been in. power in Ontario for

thirty-two years, and the cry that it was time for a change

doubtless had some effect. = But there were more substan-
tial reasons. Thpnny’nlw.l‘leotp\nthduuched
to its & corrupt element which was ready to employ
the c means in ordet fo hold on to power.

Hence cinp—nmolhmmofmpt pro-

cedures in connection with elections, Gonmnrnt, if

pot guilty of collusion with this corrupt element, was at
any rate dircredited because of its connection fherewith.
mdpwumu&um temperance qaes-
tion was without doubt a cause of weakness. Its failure to
take the advanced position which prohibitienist dewanded
fortei ;_ﬁugoaddllndmoh considerable tem-

an w-nhm while the com-

insistence upon justice,

jjvmmwnm.gunw The:.

1905,

feat. In the new House the Conserva’ .

-who passed through Montreal the other y, on his hy
- ported to have said :

0 Uisitor
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Ne.§

the subjects of & neutral power have the right as private
citizens 10 enlist io a forsign war. No Japanese officers are
in China's northern army n all Rumu and other for
are in educati h b the

empixe, and in the maritime houses, but this is a matter of
internal administration. Regarding the iren ore "said to
have been furpished the Japanese army, the answer says
this ore is from mines owned by Chinese merchants, separ-
ate from the government mines at Hunyang. Isternational
law does not include this article under the head of contra.
baud of war. The Matao Islands are said to bave been
used by the Japanese as a' base for their navy. Thisis
denied. ' Regarding thie articles of contraband alieged to  *
have been seat to I%n\ny. ships have yun the biccks de, that
is the belligerents’ lookout. ~ China i§ doi
maintain it. Regarding the Rye
stated that the seizure was as unex|
by the Russians. ' The Chinese
it'could against such a seizure. " Chinese government
considers that R1sia has violated nut&duy it a' number
of instances. Bridges have been built by the Russians over
the Liao river, and Russian troops have encamped ¢n the"
west side of the river,” which is s to mark the
bouadary line of the neutral zove. captain. of the
Ryeshitelni, while going to Shanghai under military escort,
charge be

made bis escape from the authenties in whose ,

was, - The answer, in conclusion, says the Chinese govern-
ment has not swetved one iota from her pentrality, and the
general attitude of her people is peaceful, has  been
appreciated as such by the powers

After all, it appears that there sre

Stoessel those who streauously deny the
“of General Stoessel to be M&Q
Criticised. a hero for. his_ stubbinrn defencuy:
Port Arthur. B, RUD surcender ;.

 was blamed for needlessly sacrificing human1ives in, peo-

utmiost a siege  which m - have
but one issur. Now he is being .riticised severely for °
ha ing failed fo make the most of his resources snd hvb'( VW
capitulated long before the limit of his powers of résistamce
bad been reached. The Pekin correspondent of the London
Times who has just returned from a visit to ‘Port Arthur
describes the impressions received there, and says:

Without witnessing them, nobody could form any uba
of the stupendous streugth of the fort or the incredible
heroism displayed in their capture. No foreign' officer i
able to find the reason for the surrender of Arthur,

" Those who have seen the condition of the foriress believe
that no more discredible surrender is recorded i history. »
There were 25,000 able bodied men capable of making a
sortie, hundreds of officers, all well nourished, an QJ)lemy of
ammunition; the largest m:fszme being untou and full
to the roof with all kinds of ammunition for neval
There was furtber ample food for three months, even l’
fresh supplies could be réceived, besrdes the waters are
teeming with fish. There was abundance of wine' asd
medical comforts, and large quantities of fuel of all kincs.
The stories that the red cross buildings were wieeked by
the Japanese fire are admitted by reputable wgidents to
have been pure fabrications to excite sym ‘Al
ts agree in condemding fhe majority of 0‘&\.

who feared the failure of comforts more tham of M.
nition and agree tbat no man ever held a respoasible >
gommund who less deserved the tittle of hero than Genesal .

toessel.

In parts of Ireland there is much sul-

Famine in fering resulting from a cause which
e ‘has given rise repeatedly to similar
ireland. conditions in the past— the failure of -

the potato crop. [t is in the weshern
part of .the Island that the scarcity prgariils and in some
districts the sufferings of the people are ted to be o
treme.  Mr. Jeremiah O'Dopohu#, a merchaot of Dabl

Wwest, was itecrogated in reference to the gubjéct, and is re-
“Potato blight has ence mote rufned
erops in the west, nnd death and disease are now

g the famished natives. | have seen whole familics

of the violation of her meutrality in
b:n,skwqunpuug\;oﬂ un-

tﬂmtumdyu apan to
inabilit

“her m unnmaureu against China ~

Ireland . concerning the absolute want which the
. nied herself a bite ang sup for days at & time in order

80 ‘stave off for a little lon,

_ people,. as we have every right .to be, thonk God, and

afford a-
mohehef mmmbumud.llﬁqhn«t e

on the verge of starvation, not. knowing where their next
meal is to come from, and scarcely remembering what their
last one tasted like, . "People of this s country have never been
troubled by f i d, 50 .t way

credit the stories that sre coming across the Alluhe h

the greatér portion of the western const ‘ate’ I've
seen fathers of families walk Fetween twen ;
miles in tearch of food, and muny an Irish méther b"

her little hoard of meal or potatoes might last Jon;
R the n-lg‘-ﬂo- wﬁﬂ
staring  herself and her children” We lrigh are

cap depend on it that want is real o'hr‘b“
would pever have knocked at the door of the
begging for reliel. The Govérnment has at lust
the situation, and public works, which will




