2 818
Nation Building .

BY RRV. MALCOLM MCGRKGOR, M A

It s lttle more than & quarter of & century ago that
the truth began to filter out into the older sections of
the country that far away to the west of the “‘Big Ses
water,” there lay a land of prairle and mountain and
forest rich in all the material resources for the bullAing
upof a great nation. There were many donbting
Thomases who scouted the idea that the "Grest Lone
Land” would ever be anything moye than a preserve
sacred to the hunter and trapper snd for those who
sought for adventure far away from the haunts of men.
But the men of faith and vision saw a different sight,
They knew that the Great Creator makes no mistake
and that this great western heritage had not been called
{nto existence on the mere purposeless p'ay of creative
energy. They knew that these vast ranges were destined
for something higher than the breeding gronnd of fur-
bearing animals. They felt that this land was being
kept in readiness for the overflyw of the nation, and that
the day was coming when'a great stream of homeseek-
ers, impelled by the ever-present need of bread, wonld
flow from all parts of the world to Western Canads, even
as the wild birds are driven by a ve force to the
feeding grounds., They saw a vision, a great transfor-
mation scene, Thev saw the great prairies transformed
us by magic into golden wheat fields, and the line of
settlement steadily advancing westward and northward;

-~ they saw the great mountain solitudes penetrated by the
steel highway and the everlasting hills yieldivg up their
hidden treasures and the desert wastes dotted by
towns and cities tenanted ; by thousands of
happy -and prosperous men and women. And
more . than that, the men of trme prophetic
vislon resolved that the foundations of the grest
new Wwestern nation that was to be, shounld be laid in
righteonsness and that men would not forget the God
whom they worshipped under other skies.

And it was, a8 it always is the men of vision who were
right. The predictione of other years are being fulfilled
and the vislons of the men who, even in the darkest
dags, never doubted, are being realized. There are not
a few remalning who rejoice that they were permitted to
take some part in the foundation work, while some haye
fallen asleep. No man who koows Western Canada and
who has ig him the heart of & patriot can refrain from
thanking (:od for what has been accomplished in nation
bullding during the past quarter of a century. There
bas been great meterial development and, what is of
still greater importance, the growiny communities have
been permented by the leaven of the gospel and in spite
of many hindrances and difficulties onr Canadian and
Cenadian ideals have been steadily maintained.

But thonghtful men sre feeling tha{ the great testing
time for the country is near at hand, and that the great
problem by which the leaders in Church and State is
being faced in maintsnance of Canadian unity and of
those moral and religious principles which have been
the distinctive glory of the Empire and have given hera
place of proud pre-eminence amorg the nations. For
what is the situation to-day? We have now the only
yacant land in this western hemisphere, and the eyea of
the world are being turned toward Western Canada as
pever before. The Orient is looking with eager and
hungry eyes across the Pacific to our western shores, and

1 ring for sdmissi Into all parts of Farope the
news has come to those struggling in hopeless serfdom
of the land of bounty beyond the Atlantic. Into the
desr old motherland the news has gone of comfort and
speedy independence for those who aré willing to toll.
The wave that flywe ! from Canada into the Western
States has turged and our own exiled Canadian brothers,
as well as thoge born under the stars and bars, are baild-
{ng uo homes under the meteor flag. Aud what is more,
the grest “capgtaine of industry’’ are seeing the oppor-
tunities for profitable lnvestment and_ business is being
extended o all directions. The aunouncement of an-
other great trans-continental rallway is but one of the
#gus of the times and an indication of what shrewd and
far-seelug business men think of the future of the coun.
try. That the country bes enterdd npon an era of mpid
material development ls patent to sl

And what does all this luvolve ! Dovs it not mesn »
much more rapld inerease In population Than we have
ever known and that & mixed moltitude from all parts of
the world will spread iteelt ower our connfiy 1 Does it
pot mean that the problems fo statecraft and in educe
tion and misslonsry work o the past have besn e
,child’s play compared with those which we will spesd
iy haveto face 7 Does It not mean too (et If Capnds
ever needed leaders in Church and State of large vislon
and noble outlook in order that the heart of the wation
may be kept strong and true, and that the baser ele
ments that work for weakness and decay may ho hapt
under, she needs them today.

Look at the present situation. We have the

" population and, although they are fadlng  swey

every siderat of h ity demsnds  (hat
we ohall des! generously snd kindly with Fhose
into whose heritage " we bhave entersd, Thers
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MESSKNGER AND VISITOR.

are the stolld Chinaman aud the shifty Japanese, who do
not present the most plastic material for Canadian citi-
renship. There is in the fertile plaina of Southern Al-
berta s solid colony of 4 ooo Mormons whose political
and religious ideals are very different from our own,
There are foreigners from every country of HEnrope
whose standards of living and social ideals are far below
those that we have imblbed. There is the Doukhobor,
with his stolid fanst'clem born of persecution and ig-
norance, and the Galician whose dense illiteracy is
lesvened too often by sentiments that are anti British,
And there is the ravidly increasing class who sneer at
our old fashion*d Canadian ideals and stand for a great-
er liberty and lcense in relation to the laws of God and
man.

No intelligent man needs to be told that material
wesalth will not alone make a nation great or that nation-
al greatuess is more than a matter of counting heads.
No sane man needs to be told that any national super-
structure that is not built upon the solid bed-rock of
righteousness is like a house built upon the sand, and is
doomed to speedy rain, And it is an axiomatic truth
that unless this mixty maxty of heterogeneous elements
is permeated by common ideals and made homogeneouns
by a great uniting force, the result will be simply an ag-
greg 'tlon of discordant units without national cobesion
or strength. Itis plainto all that the assimilate and
unifyiog forces must go steadily on uatil this raw ma-
terial is built into the fibre of our national lite.

Our past experience in Caneda has been such as to
make ns hopeful for the future, The 'Fathers of Con-
federation" saw that it we were ever to become anything
more than a string of {ll-jointed provinces with local
jealonsy and discord there must be a great unifying
force and that we must be drawn together by the bond
of common ideals and a commoa national aim. And
how splendidly their dream of a united Canada, and of &
Canada drawn closer to the great mother heart has been
realized, let the events of the past few years tell,

And if we are to attain to the splendid national possi-
hilities which lie before ue this assimiliative process must
go stendily on. A great deal has been said about the
separation of Church and State but thisis a work in

which Church and State must heartily join their forces .

and work toward a common end, the Church working
for the evangelization and the State for the education of
the who'e mass. The state must see to it that the school
is planted in every community aud that those foreign
c)mmunities which resent the school as a needless
luxary involviag them in an extra tax are not sllowed to
remain in ignorance. Every school in the land must be
made a well-spring of Christian and Canadian patriotism
and a university for the ining of citiz:ns, Anund the
Church must sse to it that no corner of the laud s left
unmanoel, and that at every point the forces that debase
and destroy are grappled with, and made to retreat be-
fore the forces which are divine. The teacher and the
preacher may stand ont less prominently in the public
view than some others, his remuueration may be less
than can be gained in other callings, but there are no
callings which offer such splendid opportunities for the
moulding of our national life snd the working out of our
national ideals.

May we not all cherish the vislon of a great united
Canada, of a country filled with a people loyal to all the
best traditions of the past but with faces set steadfastly
toward the future, of a country loyal to iteelf and to the
grea* world-girdling empire and more than all loyal to
Him who is King of kings and Lord of lords.—Tae
Presbyterian.
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The Lost Vision,

BY RREV. 8. E, WISHARD, D. D,

The Scriptures abound in teaching concerning the lost
vision of man. They give also the explanation of this
perilous condition. *“*The God of this world hath blind.
ed the minds of them that belleve not, lest the light of
the glorious goepel of Christ, who s the image of God,
should shine upon them.” The vislon of divine things
hes been lost through uubelief and disobedience, and
the biind love to have it so,

Men have lost the vislon of God. They do not see
his all-loving power that reaches down to their greatest
neoessition and perile.  They have lost the vision of his
holy charscter, and “‘beve changed the glory of the un-
eorruptible God lnte an lmage made Nke of corruptible
man Nind subetief reprossnts God by « visible
image, or if the ol s too conrse for cultured infidelity,
the lmagination palute the divine Ooe to sult the de
praved views of the Sarkened mind, The besnty and
encelionce of his glorlons wajesty sre invieible to (he
winde that s nly sarthly things. Not baving seen
Bl by falth, thams s 0o translormation tate Ble lke-
nees.  The lnspired repraseniations of Opd are to them
w0 ble tniee.  They have doet &l power of visles, oan
soe ue beauiy bu Biee thet they shoul desire him. "
They have nover sonn the Hght of thet ponstensnos thet
bae bammed e and browghi wewitermble joy to the souis
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that tan say and sing, '‘One thing I know, that whereas
1 was born blind. now I see.’’

Having lost the vision of God, man has lost the vision
of truth. ‘‘He *‘has changed the truth of God into a
lie, and worshipped and served the crestues more than
the Creator, who is blessed forever,” He ha#not only
lost the vision of the truth concerning God; but the
truth which God has revealed concerning man~ils con-
dition, character and destiny.

The tremendouns motives for holy living and serving,
which God has revealed in his truth, have not taken
hold of those who prefer to walk in derkness. Neither
smoking Sinal, nor darkened Calvary, the scene over
which God hung the curtain of night at noonday, has
fallen npon the lost vision of the sinner. Onward he
moves to doom, while heaven and earth conspire to re-
veal his danger and ha't his downward steps.

God out of sight, truth undiscovered, he has lost the
vision of heaven and glory. He isas blind to the mighty
attractions that lie in the spiritual world beyond as a
Hottentot is to the marvelous ions of the telescop
Of that walking inthe divine likeness he has never
canght a glimpse. - Of the glory which shall be revealed
in us he has no perception. The sufferinge of thie pres-
ent time only more darkly becloud his already blinded
mind instead of being stepping-stones to the glory be-
yond.

Walking in sin, the natural man’s vision is closed to
the priceless gift of spiritual 1iberty in Jesus Christ. He
regards the Christian life as a bondage. Were he a child
of God, he fears he would have most repulsive duties laid
upon him. Having no taste for spiritual service, no dis-
covery of ' its liberty, he sees only through carnal eyes
an! judges with acarnal judgment, His darkened vision
misrepresents God and his service. He chooses rather
the slavery, the oppressive bondage of sin, and wears his
chains, while the servants of the King walk at lberty
He can never know the liberty of the children of God
until his lost vislon is restoréd. There 1é One whe came
to open the eyes of the blind, to restore the lost vision.
Having finished his work, he has sent the Holy Spicit to
anoint the eyes of the blind, to take the precions things
of Christ and show them to the soul that has never seen
them. ‘‘He openeth the eyesof the bliud." He restores
the spiritual vision. He that was blind then sees for the
first time the beauty of the Lord, Having his vision re-
stored, his enrap'ured soul cries out: ‘‘ One thiog have
I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after ; that I may
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my lile, to
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inguire in bis
temple.’'—Herald and Presbyter.
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The Cedars of Lebanon,

BY MRS GHOSN RIL-HOWIR.

The freqaent references to the cedars of Lebanon in
the Bible naturally create a desire on the part of tourists
to the Holy Laud to visit these relics of antiquity. Com-
paratively few transitory visitors, however, ever realize
thie cherished wish, for the tourist season is over before
the snows are sufficlently melted to make possible a visit
to them. Moreover, in fa ble ci at least
two days extra would need to be added to the itinerary,
according to the place of departure, whether Beyrout
Damascus or Baalbec, in order to reach and visit them
with any comfort.

These famons trees are situated ou the western slope of
Lebanon, on & kind of platean more than 6 ooo feet above
the Mediterranean, at the head of Wady Kadisha, one of
the wildest and most romantic gorges in the Lebanon,
They comprise & group of “some 490 trees, most of them
of parstively modern g The hoary glanta of
Solomon’s days are now very few, perhaps not more than
a dozen. The girth of the largest is about forty-one feet
and the helght nearly 100 feet. The branches extend
horizontally from the trunk aund spread forth a moble
canopy under which man and bsast find agreeable shade,
The prophet Ezekiel is so intimately acquainted with the
characteristics of the cedar that he finds in it & most ap-
propriate figure unto which to liken ** the Assyrianm,”
“ his beight was excelled above all the treesof the ,
field,” ** his boughs were multiplied and his bramches
became Jong.” * Thus he was falr in bis greatness ln

the length of his branches. ' —Kzekiel, 31,

The fruit of the cedar is a light.colored compact cone,
about four inches in length and seven inches in clroum.
ference, It rests in an upright position on the branches,
supported on a little wooden stem. Many hundreds of
them are preserved amoung the valued souvenire of trave!
inthe Holy Land, In the cabinets of Huropess and
Americen travellers,

It is & grand experience to st ueder the “‘shadowlng
shrond” (Hxek., 31:3,) the dense shade of thoss
solemnly majestic trees, and look up luto the rich, close,
dark-green canopy above; the awful silence and impres

4 of their stately pr fills one with & fesling
of swe and reverence that ls akin to worship, and one can
wnderstand something of the. spirit which led the hea.
then to choose for the worship of their i)k,
(1 Kings 15 ! r3,) and the awful snare that they became




