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Organizers’ Report

Calgary, Alta., Oct. 29, 1917.
Dear Comrade?

Herewith please find expense sheet
for week ending Oct. 28th. I have
been under the weather this past
week. The sudden drop in temper-
ature together with hot house trains
fixed me and completely sealed up my
speaking apparatus and confined me
indoors for three days. I hédd to can-
cel meeting arranged at Kipp and also
meeting in Calgary for Sunday even-
ing.

I attended open forum meeting here
Sunday afternoon. The speaker, Maj-
Frost, was to give an address, “Why
Not Win the War?”’” I was promised
a few minutes to speak, so went, al-
though my throat was still raw. The
few minutes I spoke showed me that
it was utterly impossible to attempt
the evening meeting, much to my deep
regret.

The Major's speech gave us no
reasons whatever why we should win
the war, but on the contrary, it was
such a tirade against the graft and
corruption in Government circles as
to give a splendid argument why we
should quit. The J{geling of the
audience (2,000 or 3,000 strong) was
strongly opposed to the Major and his
Union Government, although there was
the usual sprinkling of ultra patriots.
There was some very plain speaking
from the audience, which bodes ill
for the Borden bunch

My reasons why we should quit the
war, because justice was never achiev-
ed by violence; because the common
people in all the belligerent countries
were hoodwinked into the war by
grafting and corrupt governments,
such as the one we have, and which
the Major described to us; because the
people never benefit by war, but pay
the price in blood and labor, were
vociferously received by the audience,
which augurs well for the opposition
of Calgary to the bloody carnage.

These open forum meetings are held
under the auspices of the Non-Par-
tisan League, which is working along
Social Democratic lines, but does not
mention Socialism. The leader, Wm.
Irvine, is a Social Democrat, but says
the people are not ready for Socialism
vet, and is trying to get the farmers
interested in progressive politics. They
are doing some good, and are certain-
ly helping to wreck the old system.

I had a good meeting at Bellevue,
though small, owing to the few Eng-
lish speaking men in the camp.

I have had no word from the Prov.
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Sec., Mrs. Martin, which makes it
difficult to know where to go. I shall
go to the Drumbeller Coal Field to-
morrow and see what can be done
there. Then on to Edmonton.

Am in communication with the
Prov. Sec. of Saskatchewan and am
hoping for better and more profitable
work there.

Yours in the fight,

George Stirling, Organizer.

Correspondence

Montreal, Nov. 5, 1917.
Dear Comrade and Editor:

Your communication with reference
to the formation of a National Labor
Party, on the lines of the British
Labor Party, duly received.

This important question touches us
very strongly. and while some of my
friends may think that I am an op-
portunist because of my attitude on
this subject, such is not the case. I
am, however, in favor of some form
of co-operation along these lines, as
all men learn by experience; and es-
pecially is this true of those who call
themselves Socialists. We may learn
something from the history of a
similar movement in England, and a
brief review of the conditions relating
to the same may prove useful to us in
our deliberations upon this question. I
was an active member in the Social-
Demeocratie Party, then the British So-
cialist Party of London, England, when
this important question was under con-
sideration. At that time I was a bit-
ter opponent of the Labor Party, as
were also the, majority of the B.S.P.
members. After the first conference
the only official Socialist Party that
endorsed the Labor Party was the I.
L.P., but life is stronger than theories.
The very same members of the B.S.P.
who had fought so bitterly against
affiliation, decided at a later date to
change their attitude for reasons that I
will endeavor to enumerate.

We recognized that the Labor Party
constituted of a large number of
organized workers, had become a pow-
er in the land, and it became very
obvious that if Socialism was going to
triumph the organized workers must
be won over to its side. This change
of attitude had the effect of destroying
the traditional prejudice of the work-
ers against Socialism, and resulted in
unifying their ranks because of the
participation by the Socialists in the
every-day stn‘lggles of industrially
organized labor. The effect of this
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Literature is a stimulant to the mind, just as food is a stimulant
It is therefore necessary to have the best literature in

“The Cry for Justice.”

A gospel of new hope to the race, appealing to the growing sense
of social justice in industry, politics and society; a rare volume of prose
It is selecte® for its literary excellence from twenty-five
languages, covering a period of 5,000 years. An inspiring message from
the master spirits of all ages to every thinking man and woman.

The Cry for Justice—Sinclair
Ancient, Lowly—Ward (per vol.) .................. 2.10

Woman and Labor—Schreiner ...................... 1.76
The Crimson Fist—Neland .......................... 1.25
Call of the Carpenter—White........................ 1.25
History of Canadian Wealth—Myers ................. 1.50
Landmarks of Scientific Socialism—Engels ........... 110
Socialism for Students—Cohen ...................... .50
Stories of the Struggle—Winchevsky ................ .50
Evolution, Social and Organic—Lewis ............... 200
Socialism, Positive and Negative—La-Monte ......... .50
Common Sense of Socialism—Spargo ............... .2b
Jabor NN POt cs—Hu N e r el ol e e 2b
Scientifich Socialism—Vail e s e e e erets .26
Merrie England—Blachford ......................... 15
R evolUtioN —TOnd oD e e e el e e T RS ReTTS 10
Victims of the System—Johns ... ... ..o oo aae. . .10
Communist Manifesto—Marx ............ ... .10
What is Socialism?—Liebknecht .................... .10
Socialism Made Easy—Conolly ..................... 10
Unionism and Socialism—Debs ...................... .10
Introduction to Socialism—Richardson .............. .05

Order from Literature Department,

363 Spadina Ave., -

Toronto

co-operation is to-day admitted by the
capitalist press, and they surely have
no interest or desire to tell us what
has become the actual reality in this
regard. The British Labor Party is
row on the threshold of Socialism, and
one thing remember—that the British
worker, likewise the British Nation has
had the reputation of being very con-
gervative; and the great change that
was brought about in the mental atti-
tude of the organized workers was due
to the influence of the Socialists within
the ranks of the Labor Party.

Let us face the fact fearlessly. Our
party is very weak, and it is evident
that its lack of political influence is
largely due to the fact of its separation
from labor as a distinct organization.
In the United States the line up is
totally different. There the party has
already become a power politically,
and the unions are so constituted at
the present time that it would be neith-
er advisable or benefiecial for them to
co-operate; but here in Canada we
adhere more closely to British tradi-
tions, and are influenced to a greater
extent by’ the events which transpire
in that country. The advent of a
labor party in this country will ulti-
mately mature, whether we like it or
not,
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Let no comrade misunderstand me.
I do not suggest that we should be-
come less revolutionary; we can still
propogate and agitate as a distinet
entity, as a party. 1 do not expect
that they unions as they now stand
will agree to this form of co-operation
at the present time, but we must have
patience and continue our agitation
upon socialist lines within the Labor
Party; and I am sure that the time
will soon come when the organized
workers of Canada will imbibe the
spirit and knowledge of the Socialist
movement, which will ultimately ad-
vance the great movement of which
we are a part.

Yours for Socialism,

Rebecca Buhay.

BAINBRIDGE DEFENCE FUND.

Previously acknowledged ..$ 279.90
W. Woolfe, Toronto .......... 5.00
JEAllan s Hamilton s o 2.00
ErHorn, Kincardine iy e 2.00
W. Mollard, Westhazel ....... 2.00
W. Cole, Stratford ........... 5.00
C. Borthwick, Hamilton ...... 1.00
CTohansSoni e Trr ey e 10.00
J. Gleadall .................. 5.00
H. N. Fisher, Sedalia ......... 2.00
S. Lovatt, Local No. 61,

Niagara Falls ...........: 10.00
I.. Laychuck, Hoath ... ...... 1.00
McKay, Toronto ............. 1.00
S. R. German, Montreal ...... 1.00
3L ThOMSOR .. e oo 1.00
R. McCutchan ............... 3.00
G. Johnson ...............x., 2.00
G WAL e e e e e 1.00
M W OO 8 e e s 3¢ 3.00
SSMABOR e e 1.00
A Jones ..............oun... 2.00
R. D. Puntun, Toronto ....,.. 1.50
W. E. Carey, Windthorst ..... 5.00
A. W. Bowles, Local No. 4,
Kitchener ................ 10.00
$361.40

P.S.—Make all remittances- payable
to H. Perkins, 363 Spadina Ave., Tor-
onto.

TO MATCH.

Life is short and so are most of us
all through lifé. : :
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