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Not a Dissenting Voice AS!BY[-E[

Chancellor Announces
His Proposal

British and American Papers See in Offer of |

Negotiations Admission That Ail is Not
Well in War Situation From German View-
point—The Terms Out of Question For

Alies to Accept

Themn’ Dec. 13, via London, Dec. 18—
mann-Hollweg before the Reichstag to+
day, in which he declared that Germ-
any was willing to make peace, was not

these terms upon Germany and her ac-
of Chancellor Von Beth-|complices.”

New York Papers,

New York, Dec. 18——Commexiting on

a single expression of dis-

by
sent, while the significant passages were

greeted with hearty bravos and cheers.
It was noticeable, however, that Count
Friedrich Von Westarp, Conservative
Jeader, and others of his following sat
silent and unmoved even when ‘the gal-
Jeries and newspaper men joined demon-
stratively in the applause.

‘When the cnancellor had concluded his
speech an attempt was made to force an
immediate debate by the annexationist
fm@ under Mapor Ernst Bassermann,
Coune Westa "?m“"m“"b""ﬁe -
t Westarp, 8 by t -
treme Socialists. he move was firmly
resisted by the leaders of the moderate
parties who agreed with the chancellor
that a general discussion of possible
peace eonditions before the attitude of
the enzmy powers was made known
conld only injure the cause of peace and
place Germany at a diplomatic disad-

v :
The indefinite adjournment of the
Reichstag by its own decision leaves the
government a free hand to conduct fur-
ther negotiations and is regarded as tan-
tamount to a vote of confidence.
Note to Vatican, : :
«Berlin, Dec. 18—The note presented by
g:._?n Muhil-Berg, German minister to
Jecretary of State, concludes gs follows: .
“Certain of our own but
Rk, 23 Lk s

=

if.the war

misery of = humanity,
Empire, in rd with her
dlies, solemnly repeats what the chan-
sellor already has declared a year ago,
‘hat Germany is ready to give peace to
he ‘world by setting before the whole
world the gquestion whether or not it is
sosgible to find a basis for an under-
standing.

The imperial government is
irmly confident that the initiative of the
‘our powers will find friendly welcome
m the part of His Holiness, and that the
vork of peace can count upon the prec
ous support of the Holy See.” -

THE GERMAN
SITUATION CRITICAL

Paris, Dec. 18—The German offer of
seace is received with derision in the
Trench press. The new: are un-
mimous that it is an admission that the
ituation is getting critical in Germany
ad that the chancellor wants a way out
efore it is too late. His move is con-
idered ~2 have the additional advantage
bat, in the event of its failing, it will
pable him to throw the blame for the
ontinuance of the war on the allies,
vhich he hopes will have a moral effect
n Germany and the neutral nations.

JONDON PAPERS
ARE EMPHATIC

Inhdon, Dec. 18—The morning news-
sapers in their edﬁoﬂnlm t:i:w: on G:il;
aany’s peace Pro e two m
:r::li hat the offer should be reject-
d or th& it should be with a statement
£ terms @0 which the Entente allies are
villing to effect peace, leaving it to the
lentral Powers to accept or reject it.

“Germany,” says the Morning Post,
knows she has reached her zenith and
enceforth must decline. Nothing, there-
ore, will better serve her purpose than

”

n armistice,

The Daily Mail describes the offer of
he Central Powers as “un impudent old
eace trick which is becoming as hack-
eyed as the conjuring of rabbits out of

bat.” It adds that Dr. Von Bethmann-
Iollweg i3 no more entitled to the court-
sy of a reply than if he were an armed
wrglar in a private house.

“The allies will not be caught in this
rhite-whiskered device,” adds the Dalily
fail. “They know that no peéace with a
ation of tigers and murderers and
tatesmen who regard all treaties as
craps of paper would be worth the paper
ad ink.” i

JNLY PEACE TERMS
"HOSE IN ASQUITH’S
WILD HALL SPEECH.

London, Dec. 18—The German pro-
osal is emphaticallp rejected by the
¥mes, which says: “Germany’s proposal
ears no relation whatever to the ob-
scts for which we are fighting, . . .
he has been trying by all the means at
er disposal to induce us to make the
uggestion of mediation. The attempt
as lamentably end conspicuously fail-
%-md ash she does not judge that
-/ neutral power could proffer media-
on with much advantage, she falls back
n thi§ indirect offer to the belligerents
s 8 aller.” - It is above all things a
mp of her conscious weakness.
“The alli~s must absolutely reject any
Jea of mediation in aay chape and from
ny quarter so long as the basis pro-
osed is the triumph of might and not
ight. They must refuse with equal
mness even to talk about an armistice
ntil the lands which the -enemy has
verrun are restored and compensation
aade. They must renew the enunciation
* their peace terms, laid down once for
Il in Mr. Asquith’s Guild Hall speech
Zid must redouble their effosts-to. £

strength, but real- | is

Germany’s proposals the World says in
part: “This is shrewd and far-sighted
politics. At the same time it is a form-
al admission that Germany is growing
tired of the war and would be glad to
find a way out. The old catchwords of
“Welmacht Oder Niedergang” now fall
upon deaf ears. They were the outpour-
ing of a military rhetoric that no longer
appeals to the German imagination. The
German people are prepared to accept
much less than “weltmacht,” but are de-
termined upon something better than
“niedergang.” are finally discover-
ing that this is a world in which one
must live with his neighbors and that is
what the imperial government admits in
effect when it makes its first tentative
proposals for piece.”

The Sun concludes a lengthy editorial
as follows: w

“We do not believe that London or
Paris or Petrograd or Rome would for
an instant regard the proposal as any-
thing more than an attempt to gain a
moral advantage in the eyes of the world
and in historical position by proposing
impossibilities and styling them honor-
able 'peace.”

- The New York Times says:

It is inevitable there will be two
constructions put upon:it. It will pe
said that Germany, victorious in the
ﬂel%ﬂl::dso h:rar demonstrated the ‘su-
per y military force that she;

in ‘a position te:be magnanimou

¥ PR o ©

L ‘be wi .,aw n acceptin
the other hand Germany’s %wﬂl
construed as a sure proof that, the
odject; for which she began the war
beinz manifestly beyond her reach, she
seizes the advantageous movement : of
her Roumanian triumph to - propose
terms which sbe fervently hopes may
be accepted at once, since at no future
time can she hope to make peace on
terms so favorable or to make peace at
all on terms of her own choosing.

New York Herald:—Prussian war-
for-conquest “chickens” are “coming
home to roost” at Berlin. All the cir-
cumstances surrounding the proposals
for peace strengthen the conviction that
it has one object only—to put a quietus
upon the rapidly growing popular pro-
test throughout Germany against the
continuation of a war which the Ger-
man people can no longer believe to be a
war of defense. However much their
pride may have been stirred by the suc-
cesges in Belgium, Serbia and Roumania,
the gigantic losses in men must, have
produced a deep depression, and the fact
that such losses have occured in fight-
ing .on foreign soil, not in defending the
hearths and homes of the “Fatherland,”
has undoubtedly militated against popu-
lar willingness to incur further sacri-
fices. The manner of its launching, the
suggestions about possible terms, every
circumstance attending it, strengthen
the conviction that this Berlin peace
move is for effect upon the German peo-
ple, not upon enemy governments.
Boston Opinfons

Boston, Dec. 18—The Boston Globe
says:

The German government would not
talk if it thought it could win
worlJ domination. Whether the terms
offered are acceptable or not, the fact
remains that they are explicit and might
thkus be made the basis of serious ne-
;‘?ﬂaﬂons. That they should be offer-
ed at all by the proudest military des-
pot on the planet is a startling event.

The Boston Advertiser says: '

* The proposed terms of “lasting peace”
insure nothing in the future, except that
the ‘seme causes which produced this
war would live, festering and wholly
unsettled, to breed some new horror
when the worst of this present horror
should have been forgotten by a young-
er generation, if not in the nearer fu-
tuve. It is difficult to see what induce-
ment there could e for members of the
entente to consider any such offer un-
less they were ready to admit that they
were beuten.

Ottawa Citizen

Ottawa, Dec. 18—The Ottawa Citizen
says:

That the enemy realizes that so far as
victory is concerned, the chances in his
case are remote is a source of gratifica-
tion to all friends of the allies. It will
be interpreted in its proper sense in all
the countries opposed to the Triple Al-
liance. In the negotiations that may
ensue, the status quo will have little
consideration. The allies know what
they want and what they think is neces-
sary to safeguard the peace of the world
in the future. Nothing short of that
will satisfy them. They owe it to those
who have shed their blood in the cause
of justice to see that they have not died
in vain.

R. B. Bennett, M. P,

Saskatoon, Sask, Dec 18—R. B. Bennett
M. P for Calgary, director general of na-
tional service, speaking at a recruiting
meeting here last night said that any
patched up peace meant defeat. It was

GTIONS

- MRE T0 BE HAD,

doned the proposed bill -abrogating the
rule under which it would be necessary
for the mew ministers to seek re-elec-
tion. : 5

The Telegraph accounts for the aban-
donment on the ground that it is felt
that peace agitation is likely to arise in
certain parts of the country in conse-
quence of the offer of the Central Pow-
ers and that therefore the governmnet
has decided that an/ election should be
held as a test of public sentiment. The
ministers affected are Sir Edward Car-
son, Dr. Christopher Addison, Sir Fred-
erick Cawley, R. E. Prothero, Sir A. M.
Mond, Albert Illingworth, John Hodge
and Gordon Hewart.

MORE PREE WINNERS
AT PATROTC FETE

Additional prize winners at the patri-
otic fete in the Union Club yesterday
arc as follows:

ery & Nordby, ticket No. 75.

Doll, presented by F. W. Daninel &
Co,, ticket No. 28.

Towels, presented by . Mrs. James
Simpson, Queen street, ticket No. 48. ;
‘The substantial sum of $108 was real-
ized from “Mrs. Jarley’s Wax Works,”
in charge of Miss F. Travers, .
by Miss Anderson, The characters were
as follows: = ,

Mrs. Jarley, Mrs. G.. Sancton; dancer,
Miss Kathleen Coster; Mrs. W. Sooth-

Syrup, Miss. F.
st Miss Lois Grict
S ad it M iy

3

g el

and Thos. Guy;  Gold D

Miss Catheritie Mullin- and’ David Pid-
geon; Na Heber Vroom; -
ander the Great, Capt. Alex. McDo ;
Mr. Jarley, Mr. Mercer; Casabianca,
Master Robert Anderson; Mrs. Jar-
ley’s attendants, C. W. de Forest, D. Ar-
nold Fox and F. T, Short.

Until the returns are complete it will
be impossible to estimate the entire
amount cleared at the fete yesterday but
it will be large. Although the weather
was not favorable the clab was crowded
to its capacity and dificulty would have
been experienced in finding room for
any more patrons. Among the visitors
lust evening were Premier Clarke of St.
Stephen and Mrs. Clarke, ge latter an
honorary member of the pter. The
Mayor and Mrs. Hayes, and practically
all the officers in the city were among
the patrons.

The committee in charge is deeply
gratified at the success of the affair and
especially appreciates the kindness of the
executive and members of the club in
placing the building at their dis

and also the assistance given hy the
staff, the 165th orchestra and all others
who assisted.

FREDERICTON NEWS,

Fredericton, N. B., Dec. 18—At a con-
gregational social in the Methodist
church last night in connection with the
sixty-fifth anniversary, Major W. J. Os-
borne was a t of honor. An address
was presen to him by John J. Wed-
dall on behalf of the church.

Rev. T Marshall has gone on a
trip to -Montreal and Ottawa,

Sufficient snow has fallen in this vicin-
ity to make excellent sleighing.

Joseph S. Holyoke, a prominent farmer
of Kingsclear, died yesterday at the ad-
vanced age of ninety-seven. He was a
half brother of George L. Holyoke, form-
erly editor of the Woodstock Press.
Members of the Women’s Volunteer
Reserve are arranging to meet Hon, Rup-
ert and Lady Gwendolen Guinness dur-
ing their visit here on Friday. .

‘Three recruits were taken on here to-
day for the Army Medical Corps in St.
'ohn.

BIBLES FOR SOLDIERS
Officers and men of the 211th batta-
lion each received a copy of the new
testament this morning frem the Can-
adian branch of the British and Foreign
Bible Society. The presentation was
made by Rev. F. S. Dowling. Among
those present were Rev. Neil MacLaugh-
lin, Rev. S, S. Poole and Rev, W. H.
Sampson.

-

Brifish Geverament Ssidto Believe|
it Best to Test Public Semtis}

London, Dec. 18—According to the|
Telegraph, the government has aban-f

Mahogany fender, presented by Em-

“Drst ", Twins, |

.patrols are wandering about the coun-

posal | pivself to be the rightful
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Rios in Hamburg Raported

itroops
bhis <story

loed:ldlu-y was

mbﬁ relisble information thet most
urg on December 7,

and 9. It says.that’'it is
‘and that 1,000 were

unable to qndlithedmnrbmce
on special trains from Berlin,

after the fire started.

Bulgars Atack But
Italians Repulse Them

Roumanians in Retreat Cleverly Preven-
ted Flanking Movement of Enemy
Which Would Have Meant Loss

of

Peris; Dec. 18—A commter-attack deliv-
ered by Bulgarian troops against the Ital-
jans on the Macedonian front north of
Monaestir resulted in spirited fighting yes-
terlay. The war office announced today
that the attack failed,

Little from West. / \

Paris, Dec. 18—The official report of
today from the front in France says that
the night was comparati

Berlin, Dec. 18, via
Today’s statement by army headquarters

regarding the Franco-Belgian front says:
“Aside from artillery fire in the Som-

Petrograd, Dec. 13—The evacuation
of Bucharest, nlthongh delayed until the

N

Large Part of Army

vely calm,
Sayville wireless— | treat, the

after the removal or
cording to reports from Jassy—of the

reservoirs at Ploechti were drained as

ant centre,

Moldavia and resulted in the capture of
a large part of the army.

open, and the
ity of retreating in good Order, without

" SUNMERSDE HAS A SEROUS FRE

A serfous fire occurred in Summerside,
P.E. I, today but it has been impos-
sible to learn the extent of the fire as
telegraph communication was lost soon

_ The ‘only news received so far is the
announcement, through the Western
Union, that the fire started in Sinclair
& Stewart’s establishment and was
spreading along Water street. The wire
was cut off about eight o’clock. Further

Galatz, Roumania, via Russia, ‘Dec.
11.—The main Roumanian ‘army, after
more than one hundred dayy’ unceasing
fighting, has been com to retive
to a new defensive line north of Buchar-

spent itself, and the enémy’s offensive
now is lacking in vigor. Prisoners taken
by  the Roumanians aré showing signs
of physical eXhaustion. Stray German

Certain Roumenian politicians of the
Conservative | party, with notorious
German tendencies, in remaining
with the enemy are aiming at the de-
position of King Ferdinand and pro-
claiming his elder brother, Prince Wil-
liam of ‘Hohenso! King of Rouma-
nia. The of the crown is .ad-
vancing with Ke main German invad-
ing army, and isswed a proclamation at
Craiova himself, in which he declared

heir to the
Roumanian throne. :
The conspirators are seeking to un-
dermine the loyalty of the army by of-
ferinig grants of land to officers and men
who are prepared to embrace German-
ism and fesert the cause of their right~
ful sovereign. The Germanophiles con-
template the confiscation of lands of
Roumanian notables who have been
faithful to the Entente. -
The destruction of the ofl wells and
distilleries is complete in the (threatened
area,

NORTH SHORE COVERED
WTH 10 INGHES OF SKOW

Chatham, N. B, Dec. 18—A' heavy
northeasterly snowstorm swept over this-
section of the province yesterday after-
noon and last night. The wind is west-
erly and the snow is still falling, About
ten inches of snow has fallen up to the

™= EATHER
REPORT

Issued by Author-

Canadian representative institutions, of
a place of which Canada had been so;
proud and for which her people had lab-|
ored so strenuously. i
Britons were fighting for the right of |
small nationalities to exist; for the su-
premacy of democracy; for their ' methods
of social life; for order and development.
All these things would perish if the foe
won. It was well to remember that if
the Entente nations in Europe were de-
feated Canada would be a German prize
and the Monroe doctrine would not be
worth three millis on the dollar.

“Rubbish,”

London, Dec. 18—General Sir O’Moore
Creagh, who succeeded Lord Kitchener
as commander-in-chief in India in 1809,
ridiculed Germany’s offer of peace in a
statement made today. He said:

“My opinion can be expressed in a few

idle to say the allies might not be de-

feated. Mm meant destruction eof”
\

words. I can only characterize this of-
ficial peace offer as pure subbish.”

fty of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F, Stu-
pert, director of
meterological service

Synopsis—The Atlantic coast disturb-
ance has moved quickly northward with
increasing energy, causing gales in the
maritime provinces with heavy rain in
southern districts and snow in northern
New Brunswick and Quebec. Light
snow has alse fallen in many parts of
Ontario, The weather is cold in nearly
all parts of the dominion.

Ottawa Valley—Light local snows or
flurries, but mostly fair and decidedly
cold today and on Thursday.

Much Colder,
Maritime—Decreasing west and north-
west, local snow flurries, but mostly fair
and becoming colder y .and on
Thursday, i :

est. The German effort seems to have]:

“Scott as quartermaster,

J. M. Smith Said to Have Met
Death on Nov. 8 But There is
Correspondence From Him
Under Later Date

The announcement that Private Jacob
Meechan Smith had been killed in action
on November 8 must be incorreet, as
his many friends here will be glad to
learn, as he was alive and writing let-
ters after that date. Inquiries are now
being made regarding the original re-
port in an effort to make sure whether
the report is entirely incorrect or if only
the date was wrong. :

Word was received in a letter from his
mother, who resides in England, that he
had been reported killed and the report
‘was accepted and his loss mourned. To-
day Miss Susie Parker received two let-
ters from Private Smith, one dated No-
vember ‘10 and the other November 18.
At the time of writing the last letter
Private Sthith was well and had not
even been wounded.

Although a native of England Private
Smith had resided in St. John for four
years and wasg employed with the C. P,
R. at the time he enlisted in the 26th
Battalion.

New Bruaswicker Wounded
Ottawa, Dec. 18—Casualties:
INFANTRY

Mis,
JmS"Rlchnrdl, Le Have Islands, N.

S.; Lance-Corporal A. W. Dempster, St.
John.

Wounded

Harry Fowler, Conception Bay, Nfid.;
Lance-Corporal D. W. Robinson, Jef-
frey’s Corner, N. B.

ENGINEERS
Dangerously Ill
Sergt. Samuel Wilson, Glace Bay, N.

CANADA'S WAR POLICY
FOR PRESENT WINTER

Ottawa, Dec. 18—A minimum of 45,-
000 or 50,000 soldiers will be kept in
Canada this winter, though the policy
of sending reinforcements by drafts of
complete regiments will tend to expedite
the movement overseas.

Recruiting is now going ahead at the
rate of between 6,000 and 7,000 a month.
It is believed that this figure during the
winter will be materially increased, so
that, while the minimum number of
troops in the country will be maintain-
ed, the needs of oversess organization
will be fully met.

CHANGE AT HEADQUARTERS.

Quartermaster Sergeant Scott, of the
New Brunswick command, who has
been connected with headquarters since
the outbreak of the war has resigned
his position as quartermaster and has
joined the 8rd C. G. A. on Partridge Is-
lund as a gunner. Sergeant Reicher of
headquarters = has succeeded Sergeant

8t. John to Montreal,

sons and two daughters. The sons are

news, about noon, was to the effect that
the fire was still spreading.
As the cable connection with the is-
land is.throngh Summerside, all the rest
of Jdsland : cut off from communi~
maintand. :

water front including the stores of Sin-
clair & Stewart and Holmen & Co. is
threatened. Wires are all down and at
i;::scnt it is impossible to get definite
ormation. A special
Charlottetown fire brigade and appar-
atus left for the scene this morning.
The -fire broke out at 7.30 am. in
Sinclair and Stewart’s.
blowing a gale from the westward. It
is ‘thought the damage may be greater
‘than that sustained in 1906 when a large
portion of the town was destroyed.
The buildings in the
flames inelude the stores of Colin, Mul-
ligan, Gallant’s drag store, Jardine’s
book store, Bank of Nova Scotia, Noon-

~afternoon - word “’ D&mﬁe "ﬂ.’n&'ﬁ"éﬁi
hr@th&mmenidc. The whole | fate is unks g b

. P. R EIGHER 0EA

Samuel H. Clark Passes Away
at Home in West End

Samuel H. Clark, the oldest engineer
in the employ of the C. P. R, passed
away at his home in Lancaster avenue
early this morning. Mr. Clark was in
the 59th year of his age and had been
in ill health for about a year. He took
the first overseas mail train from here
to Montreal on the arrival of the first
mail boat at this port twenty-one years
ngoandonhiitﬂpmldethefmt
time ever made on the C. P. R. from

Besides his wife he is survived by two

Fred M. of the C. P. R, office staff,
Montresl, and Albert at home. The
daughters are Mrs, 'Fred Long, of West
St. John and Miss Helen at home. The

Paris, Dec. 18—The official announce-
ment of the constitution of the new
cabinet was made last night when Pre-

1 present«<
ed his new colleagues to the president,
The number of members in the reform-
ed ministry is ten beside whom therg
are three under-secretaries of stite. The
cabinet is thus considerably restricted
compared with the old formation, while
certain branches of the government,
formgz separate, have now been fused.

Briand will appear before
E.arllament on Thursday to present the

t of members, ;

The so-called war committee is com=
p%cd of five W.-nuwm have
wide powers, prac!
manently and will make dlm(lll’
m% the ‘war. General Joffre, as
techn military adviser of the gov-
ernment has been suthorized to parti-

funeral will be held from his late resi-
dence on Thursday afternoon.

%hputelnthe meeﬁnglos’ﬂ{iscommﬁee.
e members are Brian boty, Lyau«
tey, Lacasse and Thomas,

MARKET FOR YOU!

Early ad copy means ea
Street—means a larger sale of papers—HENCE A

Itabon"nuudntmndwﬂhmutwﬂl

bave to be omitted from the Times on account of fate copy
prompts this S, O. S. csll and really your own best interests
would demand that it be heeded,

Advertising Manager

lastmoment,wumadelnperleuo!ﬂers :
destruction—ac-

war supplies and most of the other '
properties of possible military advan- -
tage to the invaders. The enormous oil -

soon as it became evident the Rouman-
fans would have to obmdonﬂ\bimporb— :

movement which, if sue- -
t | cessful, would have closed the way to

At present the way to Moldavia is still =
presenting
an ‘unbroken front, have the opporiun- '

The wind was'
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