_ traders to retaliate.

In his preface to a little brochure titled:
“Japan Our Ally” written by W. Creéwdson,
M.A., and issued by MacMillan and Company
at the price of one nickel, the Right Hon. 8ir
Claude M. MacDonald, who was for twelve
* years British Ambassador in Jdpan, speaks
in the highest terms of the Japanese Government and people, “I re-
ceived,” he says, “the utmost kindness and sympathy from the Jap-
snese people. From the Japanese Government I met with the great-
est courtesy and straight fair dealing. In no single case, did they
fall to do what they said would do, and mever did they take any
Step they had given me to understand they would not take. This, I
know,” he adds, “is high praise from a diplomatic reppresentative. I
oean only hope that contact with Buropean and American diplomacy
will not have in the future the same deleterions effect which coaﬂmerml
fatercourse appears to have had in the not very distant past.” Deal-
ing with the point raised in the last sentence, Mr. Crewdson remarks
that in old Japan, the position of the merchant was a very humble
one and only since then have high born Japanese gentlemen turned their
stteation to commerce. In the early days of the opening of the coun-
¢ry, unscrupulous Europeans flocked to Japan and compelled Japanese

s & @&
Only forty years have elapsed since Ja-
pan emerged from her seclusion and took her
place among the nations, Nothing in bistory
fs more remarkable than the circumstances
attending the great change in the administra-
tion of Japan and the later peaceful rovolu-“mﬁm.1 e
ton which in 1890 gave the country & const gove
that Japan is yet a d‘o:nocmy of the western type. The whole executive
power remains with the emperor. He appoints his ministers who aré re-
sponsible to him. With the consent of the Imperial Diet, he makes laws
but -the prerogative of signing treaties and declaring war or making
, belongs to him alone., The Diet consists of two houses—the
of Peers and the House of Representatives. The former is partly
bereditary, partly elective or nominated by the emperor. The House of
Representatives is elected by a high franchise, votes are given by ballot
and the members are paid. The Imperial Diet controls the finances and
either house can initiate new laws, but the copsent of both house as
well as that of the emperor ds necessary for their enactment. Japan,
§n addition, has a privy counecil whose members are consulted on all
fmportant ocoasions. It will thus be seen that the reformed constitu-
tions of Japan embodies features found in both the British and Am?r-
fcan comnstitutions.
/ & & @ :
Up to 1867, the Mikados, owing to their
sacred character and veneration in which they
were held as the direct descendamnts of the
Gods were withdrawn from active participa-
tion dn the affairs of the state. Its adminis-
tration was conducted by the ‘“‘Shoguns’” who
mdm.u' assumed the privileges of the Mikado to an extent which
m’ﬂnt Eumea.npand American diplomatists to disregard him
entirely. The two bombardments of Kagoshima, the capital of Satsuma
end of Shimomnoseki, the capital of Choshu, in 1863 and 1865 produced
& great effect in Japan by revealing the superior military power of the
foreigners and the national spirit was shown in the magnanimous
action of the Shogun-of that time which began the construction of the
new empire. In 1867, he handed back to the Mikado, then only fifteen
years of age, the powers entrusted to him by his ancestors. This emperor
was Mutsuhito who died on July 80, 1912, Described by Mr, Crewdson
a8 one of the greatest and -most remarkable rulers the world has ever
seen, he was called on to play the part of the far seeing astute ruler
who thinks only of the good of his people, He it was, who at once laid
aside the old Japamese hostility to foreigners, encouraged his people to
place themselves on & level with the other great nations of the world
and crowned his work by conferring constitutional government on his

people,
e & 9

Of a kind with the act of the
Shogun was that of the Daimyos or
g:’t feudal chiefs who in 1869 surrendered

territories to the ocentral government
which undertook the support of the four hun-

Japan
Our

Ally

Coming
of New
Japan

Old Japan
and the -
Mikado

Renunciation
By the
Samurai

dred thousand Samurali or feudal retainers.
These retainers as a mark of distinction from
the common people were allowed to wear two swords, The Samural
of all ranks agreed to lay aside their swords and commute their here-
ditary pensions for six years’ purchase, This, Mr., Crewdson remarks,
is probably the most wonderful fact in the history of any people in the
world. Commenting on it, 8ir Claude MacDonald says that “this abol-
ition might have given rise to serious trouble, but the statesmen of that
time were undoubtedly a shrewd body, possessed of some humor, for
when it was fonud that the abolition was likely to cause trouble, they
induced the emperor to publish an edict permitting all classes to wear
two swords if they felt so inclined. This edict wag found most effica-
clons and did more to bring about the desired result than sterner mea-
sures would have done.” Between 1874 and 1877, three civil wars
oocurred, the last being the most formidable, but was finally sup-
pressed after ten months’ fighting. Japan was saved thereby from
passing under the rule of 4 reactionary and military class,
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should have thrown up the sponge
after the elections of last July.
The scandal in connection with the
new parliament building was the
final straw. Nevertheless, there
will be much dissatisfaction if the

Do It Right

¥ the government is going to

golng down grade since the pro-

gperate the National Transconti-
Sental Raflway it should put a man
the job and give him some tools
work with. If the road is to
ot all it must depend upom
E:u trafic between Winnipeg and
ewater. It is the short line
een Quebec and Winnipeg and
should pick up constderable trans-
ocontinental traffic,

But to get passenger trafiic the
voad must furnish up-to-date ser-
vioe and it must attract the at-
tention of the traveling publo.
Thet can only be aofie by adver-
tising, not only taru the news-
papers, but thru well-pleased pat-
rons of the road.

investigation into that scandal is
quietly hushed up. A change of
government should not always re-
sult in an immunity ban for evil
doers.

Ready for War

Manitoba

The change of government in
Manitoba occurred under circum-
stances almost unique. The leg-
islature was not in session, there
had been no recent verdict against
the government at the polls, and
yet the entire cabinet gave up
thelr portfolios and retired to pri-
vate life. They even go further
and guarantee their former seats
in the legislature to opposition
¢andidates by acclamation,

We can only parallel {t by im-
agining the Borden government
resigning under circusmtances
which would make it quite feast-
ble to return Liberal candidates
by acclamation in West Toronto
and Dufferin. Naturally the pro-
%ince is greatly stirred and specu-
lation is rife as to what has been
going on behind the scenes.

The Roblin government has been

elections in 1910 and

A great many people in and out
of the United States are belabor-
ing the government of that coun-
try because it is not “prepared
for war.” Of course, a great deal
depends upon the point of view.
Canada is utterly unprepared for
& war with the United States, but
no one would seriously propose
building fortresses along our 3000
miles of boundary and filifng the
great lakes with dreadnoughts and
submarines. The United States
never contemplated invading any
other continent and has naturally
considered the matter of military
preparedness from the defensive
standpoint. Her fixed idea has
been to keep her nose out of Eur-
ope and to insist upon European
monarchies leaving the republics
of the western world undisturbed.

The one trouble the United
States had reason to dread before
the outbreak of the present war
Wwas an attack upon the Monroe
doctrine by Germany and Japan.
No doubt in such a war she would
have lost the Phillipines, but she
would probably in the end, have
driven off the German fleet. But
to prepare armies of invasion for
such a war would have meant
keeping at least 5,000,000 men in
barracks for three years. That
would have meant the militarism
which has been the curse of Eur-
ope for 80 many years,

make a
spring, but one Roblin may bring
on a fall,

® &

Manitoba has been doing its best
to get into the limelight, but finds
it hard to compete with the Lusi-
tania and the Dardanelles,

L I

Mr. Kelly, the Wininpeg con-
tractor, who is said to have col-
lected $800,uvv in extras on e
vv0,000 contract, objects to hav-
ing himself investigated by a Royal
Commission, He has nothing to
conceal, but thinks the law is un-
constitutional, Thus do patriots
ever spring to the defence of the
constitution,

* 9 0

Who was the mysterious man
d'scnvered bound and gagged by
toe Ottawa police, who told ‘of a
plot to blow up the Royal family
at Rideau Hall? Are the police
sev'ng things or has the Mayor-of
Brockville been visiting Ottawa?

® *

A suggestion that British mer-
chant ships be sent out with a few
hundred German oprisoners of
war locked up in the hold might
not be a bad idea. The Germans
could then have the pleasure of
drowning from their own tor-
pedoes.

* &

Turkey i8 worrying about the
future, We advise Turkey to
look behind her,

. s

It must bde admitted that
Turkey holds a strait in the in-
ternational poker game. The
Allies, tho, will be the omes to

oome thru and raise the ante,

* & 9
Tut, tut on these professors who
advise polygamy, Haven't men
got trouble enough?
* & @
Archaeologists tell] us that the
Buphrates flows thru the Garden
of Eden. Yes, yes, the British
Indian army 1s surely raising Cain
in that vicinity.

* s =

Credit Germany with a ittle
forhearanoce. She hasn't started
to eat her prisoners yet, ~

® & s

Humanity may stand aghast at
the Lusitania wholesale murder,
But the Germans do not care a
snap. You see, they don’t be-
long to humanity,

.- & 9

Controller Foster didn’t think
city representatives should attend
the American Waterworks Con-
vention at Cincinnati, even tho
Controller O’Neill pald the ex-
penses. Controller Foster is in-
curably afflicted with economy,

* % ®
Austria has been calling out the
old men, Ah, the Landsoum, no
doubt.

<
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With provincial premiers resign-
ing and interning themselves all
about him, Mr. Scott of Saskat-
chewan is undismayed. If he es-
tablishes prohibition and votes for
women in one year he will have
muae & remarkable record for
Canada,

* 5

Isn’t there some way in which
we can blame the war for the
showing of our ball t.am?

. 5 »

‘We submit that the principle of
loving your enemies was outlined
some considerable time before the
enemy started to drown women

‘and children, poison soldiers and
. bombard churches.

* = »

About the only way we see for
the United States to attack Ger-
many 8 to seize the Hamburg-
Amenrican liners and Milwaukee,

The old American Liberty Bell
is falling to pieces. They can get
another made in Germany,

. 5

A couple of New York business
men, who lost relatives in the
Lusitania outrage are turning their
factory into a manufactory of war
material for the allies. This is
about as good a revenge as they
can possibly take.

* 5 9

In @ house occupled by Billy
Sunday as his headquarters while
in Philadelphia damage to the ex-
tent of $1754 was dome. The
owners are attempting to collect
the bill. “PFurniture was smash-
ed, china broken, walls gouged and
over & hundred glasses disappear-
ed” reads the despatch. Billy must
have been rehearsing.

L I

The German National Bank is
unable to pay a dividend. Pos-
sibly because the people will mot
credit any checks.

L S

Driver Wheeler, the Canadian

who helped rescue the guns at

and has been recom-
mended for the V.C., is receiving
shoals of letters from admirers in
England. With a somewhat ait-
ferent than ordinarily we
might remark serves him right.

L B

The Comservatives in Manitoba
may come back quickly emough if
they are mot burdemed with the
load of carrying a lot of ex-
mi . There is a chance for
@ man with a clean record to trip
Premier Norris up before long.
Will Hon. Arthur Meighen please
come forward and take a seat on
the platform.

* & o

Both political parties are nom-
inating candidates for the House
of Commons as quickly as possible,
Perhaps the election is not so far
off after all,

e

“The War has effectually put
“an end to this crawling before
foreigners,” declares a German
journal, Exactly. Now they
find that a quicker pace is required
when our lads get behind them.

A couple in the Toronto police
court, charged with bigamy, both
claimed as an excuse that their
life partners had deserted them.
United they stood, deserted they
fell,

* » s

After the war we suppose the
British arms will bear an en-
_graving of Lloyd George slaying
the Flagon.
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The Italians respect the rules of
grammar, Trent, Trieste and
Trentino are nouns and Italy
wouldn’t decline them.

® o 9

A Boston clergyman advised the
unemployed who could not get
relief to parade in the down-town
streets in a state of nature. The
idea being, no doubt, to emphasize
naked poverty.

. & »

Italy appears to have adopted
the watchful waiting policy also.
. . 0

Wonder what would have hap-
pened to any Britisher in Germany
rejoicing over the loss of more
than a thousand German lives.
Sometimes our justice is injustice
to our own people.

* s 8

Had he been spared, Elbert
Hubbard’s ready pen might have
brought further home to the peo-
ple of the United States the kind
of people the Allles are fighting.
The thin veneer of German kul-
ture peeled off readily, leaving the
savage, naked and unashamed.

. s 0

The United States aow finds
out that she has failed to assimi-
late the foreigners who have
thronged in. Certainly the States
has bitten off more Germans than
any decent couatry could chew or
digest,

* 2 0

The Liberals were
with loading u,¥ the mails
the last week of the parlia
session, but it was their last chance
to get out their mall free of
charge. The party in power can
frank mail the year around.

. »

Would it not be as well to have
a 3c stamp. The words “war
tax” could be printed thereom if
desired.

* & »

The “See Canada First” propra-
ganda is a good one, but i should
be taken up by the government
which now has control of a trans-
continental railway. A beautiful
country and an ideal one for tour-
ist trafic lles between Superior
Junction and Winnipes.

i §
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bad anything to do with it
suppose life a delusion, a
mockery. It is bad enough to

LL THE hundreds of thousands
who have fallen on the battie-
fields of Hurope in the present

war have failed to impress non-com-
batant humanity as the loss of the
1134 lives among the passengers and
crew of the Lusitania. The sensation
was equal to that caused by the loss
of the Titanic, and in some respects
was more profound. The loss of the
Empress of Ireland did not create
nearly the same degree of intersst.
In each case the interest that &roused
most feeling was of an intimate per-
sonal character. I am rather inclined
to think that the average person was
stirred by the number of prominent
people drowned, and at the same/
time I think it is hardly fair to at-
tribute such an interest merely to
snobbery. There were curious par-
allels between the Titanid  and the
Lusitania in the number and im-
portance of the prominent people lost.
Anumpcﬂlhedonﬂuqu
a Vanderbilt on the Lusitania, in each
case the young representative of
typical American families of princely
"wealth, and in each case these men
behaved with a coolnes and gallant
bearing, and a oonsideration for the
safety of others which must have
done much to redeem them in the
estimation of their social—or perhaps
1 should say, socialistic enemies. In
the popular theology of the day it is a

lusionary, but even our il

To know is the beginning of
tive obedience to that kno
co-operatién with “the Father,”

are preached Into believing that the
last end of men of great wealth Is a
terrible affair, and that when sudden
destruction cometh upon them they
fall into panic and call upon all their
gods to deliver them. It is a good

 perturbable spirit of true Knight- |t
hood. Whatever they may have
in life, and it is nobody’s busin
Judge; they met death as we should
all like to meet it, like gentlemen fi
the flesh, and immortal beings in

spirit. And for the most part, so

people, every day in the year, -

who:ﬁwomnptontorm.otm

8¢y, makes an tmpression upon us,
' tee

Asm u-‘

inter-knit that we cannot judge by
the conditions of the one who is lost

m‘b

thatthumvhmoruz.un_

dom, but Motwl-domb‘g..;

perhaps unidentified or
bered seed-time. And it is the atti-
tude adopted towards the new
that constitutes the
new seed time. There may be dis-
may, er doubt, or rebellion or com-
plaint, or there may be quiet accept-
ance of the fulfilment of the law, glad

- been told by Madam Le _ |

Plongeon, whom he had met crossing |

‘ to make my acquaintance.

Next day we had a delightful ramble

round the pretty country, he dressed
in a dark blue shirt and blue jeans. It
Wwas apple time and we sat under a
tree.in an orchard and munched apples
and discussed literature and art and
socialism and theosophy and we were

knowledge. We must see, surely, that
the determining factor in each case is
the individual himself. God did not
compel any passenger to purghase a
ticket or sail in a particular steamer,
But a power of will and choice and
perhaps what modern psychology may
call subjective knowiedge, led the in-
dividual to a decision. I am satisfled
it is the real Self, “seated in the heart
of every creature,” that brings us to
a settlement. - How long we hesitate
sometimes, while occasion urges and
the advice of friends impels, and
events seem to insist. Still we hesi-
tate, until at last there occurs that
which reveals to us what inwardly we
knew all along to be our real will
That is to say, the soul knew, our true
Self. And in supreme moments, when
we stand face to face with the inevit-
able, this great knowledge gives us the
calm, the imperturbable peace, which
distinguishes the herolsni of those | Application, Respiration, Perspir- ‘
who, without opportunity to act, can|ation”; and “Yesterday is dead—forget .
only await the end. it; tomorrow doesn't exist—don't

et & @ worry; the day is here—use it!” And

the number opens with a sentence

E cannot escape the conclusion | which may well be chosen for his epi-

that in a universe where abso- | taph for he has fulfilled all the conm-

lute justice prevails there f¢ no

ditions. “He has aculeved success
chance element in the presence of any | who has worked well, laughed often,
particular passenger on board these

“sanctified common
sense,” as I called it,—the phrase, I
find, was used by Rev. A. B, Grosart
in 1874—depended for its usefulness on |
taose who used it. The distortions of.
those who misconceived it, and the
apathy of those who disregarded its
inspiration were not the errors of
Theosophy, but of human nature. J¥l-
bert Hubbard was a Rajput, a true
man of action and Kshattriya, and his
whole philosophy and practice were
based on action, or Karma Yoga. The
last issue of The Philistine for May, .
Vol, 40, No. 6, has two characteristic
mottoes. “Requisites for an dl-round‘
education are: Ambition, Aspiration,

and loved much.”
Hi-fated ships. To suppose chance| “BMy eptrit te yeurs, desr Dpother”




