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FOE CLAIMS EMY HIS LINEHAIG WITHDRAURBRITISH R SHELL25,000 MEN
AND 400 GUNS

TED GROUNDOUTMORY POWERFUL POSITIONS;Paris, March 23.—The Germans have been firing on Paris with long 
range guns. Since 8 o'clock this morning shells of 240-millimetres have 
been reaching the capital and suburbs at intervals of a quarter of an 
hour, killing about ten persons and wounding about fifteen. The 
shortest distance from Paris to the front is over 100 kilometres (62 
miles)."

The announcement that Paris was being bombarded was made of­
ficially this afternoon. Measures for counter-attacking the enemy's can­
non are under execution.

APPALLING LOSSES TO ENEMY

TOTRAPGER ST. QUENTINAS CAPTURED LINE BENDSHUNSBIG PARTY +

Berlin Reports British Second 
Position Penetrated at 

Two Points.

War Office Announces That Powerful Enemy 
Attacks Have Succeeded At One Point 

On Long Front, But Elsewhere 
Positions Are All Held,

HINDY’S TROOPS
UNIFORMED FOR 
PARIS PARADE

Dashing Attack Wins Back Point Lost To 
Boches—Fifty German Divisions Being 

Used In Present Struggle.

massed bodies of enemy troops, while 
the airmen grew weary with emptying 
their machine gun drums and dropping 
their bombs into the dense grey crowds 
of troops and returning for more am­
munition.

London, March 23.—The 19 st Intense 
fighting appears to have been around 
Roisel and Trincourt. The slaughter 
in the enemy ranks was appalling. 
Twelve times every available gun in 
the area was concentrated on solid

FOUGHISIO
Berlin, March 23.—Between Fon. 

taine-les-Crolsilles and Mouevres, 
German forcée penetrated into the 
second enemy position and captured 
two villages, army headquarters an- 
nounced today. British counter-at- 
tacks failed.

So far, the statement announces 
25,000 prisoners, 400 guns and 300 

i machine guns have been taken.

Berlin, March 23.—Between Gon. 
neileu and the Omignon stream, the 
statement says, the first two enemy 
positions were penetrated and the 
heights west of Gouzeaucourt, Heu- 
dicourt and Villers-Faucon were 
captured.

The two villages taken on the Fon- 
taine-Moeuvres front were Vaulx- 
Vraucourt and Morchies. (The for­
mer village is about 3/2 miles and 
the latter about 2%2 miles behind 
the former British front).

BRITISHLondon, March 23.—The Germans forced their 
way into Mory, but a dashing counter-attack drove 
them out, Reuter's correspondent at British head- 
quarters telegraphs. A large party was surrounded 
and probably was captured.

There is reason to believe fifty German divisions 
are flowing into the struggle, the correspondent 
states, and probably half as many more are in close 
reserve. Under the tremendous onslaught the British 
troops are falling back very slowly and in excellent 
order. At many places they are withdrawing volun­
tarily so as to maintain an unbroken front.

The scenes of activity behind the battlefront baffle description, but 
everywhere there is the same well ordered organization and quiet 
confidence.

The weather Is wonderfully fine, although the visibility is handi­
capped by local mists.

Mory is on the northern battlefront, 15 miles below Arras. It is 
about four miles back of the line held by the British before the Ger­
mans began their offensive.

BRITISH RETIREMENT IS MADE 
VOLUNTARILY AND WITHOUT PANIC

Terrific Struggle Continues U nabated, Hindenburg Continu­
ing To Send Wave After • Wave of Massed Fresh 

Troops Into the Battle.

HOUSAND HUNS
British Headquarters In France, 

March 23—Via Reuter's Ottawa Agency. 
—It has been noted that all the attack­
ing troops are clad in new uniforms, and 
it will be remembered in this connection 
that von Hindenburg boasted he would 
be in Paris by April 1. Anyway, he is 
certainly essaying to break through in 
record time, and as the divisions melt 
away under the torrents of shells and 
bullets fresh ones are flung in.

Forty enemy divisions. Including four 
of the guards, has been identified in the 
front line of attack by Thursday night, 
and already some of the enemy troops 
have been relieved.

If
OFF IF

NGENEMY SHEL Haig’s Men Fighting Magnifi­
cently Against Stupendous 

Masses of the Enemyl.GREATEST SINGE 
OPENING OF WAR

London March 23.—The Germans this morning were pressing hard 
the British forces defending Hermles (about 2%/2 miles back of the old 
line, in the region southwest of Cambral.)

British Headquarters in France, March 
23 —A correspondent, describing the ter­
rific fighting on the western front, says:

“I found everyone I saw pretty con­
fident. At first they did have a hard 
job to meet the masses of Germans who

THE WAR SITUA
London, March 23.—Powerful enemy attacks 

delivered with great weight of infantry and artillery 
has broken through the British defensive system 
west of St. Quentin, the war office announces.

The British troops on the northern portion of the 
battlefield are holding their positions. The British 
west of St. Quentin are falling back in good order to 
positions further west. Very heavy fighting with 
fresh enemy forces is in progress.

The war office states that there are prepared 
positions behind the British to which they are falling 
back.

After two days' terrific battling in 
their great offensive on the western 
front the Germans have finally succeed­
ed in bringing the action at one point 
on the front somewhat more Into the 

Field Marshal Haig reports that the 
British defensive system west of St. 
Quentin, near the southern edge of the 
50.mile front under attack, was broken 
through by the great weight of the 
enemy infantry and artillery. The Brit­
ish here are falling back in good order.

Across Devastated Area.
That the yielding of the line at this 

point had been by no meana unexpected, 
and possibly had been foreseen as uiti- 
mately inevitable, is indicated by the 
statement that the retirement Is to pre­
pared positions further west, across the 
devastated district.

There Is nothing in the report to In­
dicate that this retrograde movement 
will affect the strong defensive lines to 
the north in any way seriously, as It is 
explicitly stated that these positions 
continue to be held by the British forces. 
Just what the effect will be upon the 
entente line to the south la not yet ap­
parent. The British hold the front to 
a point some fifteen miles south of St. 
Quentin to the River Oise at about the 
town of La Fere, where the French line 
begins. No reports have been received 
'from Paris as to whether the French

With One Corps There Was a 
Gun at Every Fifteen 

Yards.

came on in denser formation than ever 
before, yet all reports show that they 
fought magnificently. For example, south 
of St. Quentin, one of our divisions had 
to bear up against the repeated assaults 
of no fewer than six German divisions,! 
possibly 90,000 men, and only when the I 
assaults ceased with darkness did our 
troops withdraw to strong positions be­
hind the canal system between St. Quen­
tin and the Oise.

“It is estimated that altogether nearly 
600,000 Germans participated in the of- 
tensive. The enemy fought well, and his 
gunners did good service. The quick­
ness with which the guns were brought 
forward into No Man's Land after the 
infantry had advanced was marked. He 
had in many places the advantage over 
us in positions, and he was at all points 
largely superior in numbers."

LLOYD GEORGE SAYS 
MORE MEN NEEDED

TO AVOID DEFEAT
IU. S. GETS ALL SHIPS 

ON RUSSIAN COAST
|Deal Adds 350,000 Tons to 

the Entente Marine.

FRENCH NOW IN
GREAT BATTLE

TRENCHES OBLITERATED

Overwhelming Weight of Iron 
and Explosives Showered 

On the British.
London, March 23.—It is reported un- 

officially that the French are now en­
gaged in the great battle,

FRENCH DISPERSE FOE 
IN WOEVRE DISTRICT

Tells Labor It Will Suffer Most 
If War Is Lost.

London, March 23.—The artillery 
preparation of the Germans In theLondon, March 23.—A dispatch to the 

Daily Mail from Tokio, dated Tuesday, 
says;

"The newspaper Kokumin Shimbun 
announces that Admiral Austin M. 
Knight, commander of the United Stares 
service fleet, has purchased all the ship­
ping on the Russian coast. This totals 
650,000 tons. Admiral Knight is now at 
Vladivostok."

VANT DUTCH TOdrive against the British lines, which 
is now in progress, is described by 
those who took part in it as the most 
violent they ever endured, according 
to the Dally Mail's correspondent on 
the British front. "The thing that 
stands out as characteristic of the 
fighting up to the present." says the 
correspondent, “is that we did so well 
under the terrific impact."

Gun Every 15 Yards.
Continuing, the correspondent says: 

“Upon one corps front there was a 
gun every fifteen yards. The strength 
of the mortars, which the enemy 
brought up in such great numbers, 
sent over such an oxerwhelming 
weight of Iron and high explosives 
that in most parts of the front wire, 
ceased to be an obstacle, and trenches 
were obliterated. At the same time 
all of our known battery positions 
were drenched with gas. but their gas 
shells failed to reach all of our bat­
teries, nor did they succeed anywhere 
in breaking down our wire. At one 
point where the Germans found our 
wire unbroken they set to work with 
scissors until they had made a way 
through, an incident reminiscent of 
the methods of fighting Inculcated by 
Frederick the Great All of this was 
done under our machine gun fire.

Wore New Uniforms.

Tee the first time in the war on the western front, since the opposing 
For the first t themselves in their trench systems, the defensive zone 
cthtt-mk thentooeis 

Germans have Many military critics had reached the opinion that
the 7 of of the strength of the lines It would be impossible to break 
them until one side or the other had been worn down to such a poin 
that it would be no longer able to man it strongly.

Unless the British are able to restore the situation by a counter 
attack, a withdrawal on a wide front may be necessary, with open field 
wartapa. point at which the British line has been broken is near the 
southern end of the German attacking front, which extends from Arras 
to La Fere, fifteen miles below St Quentin.

ONLY FIRST LINE PIERCED.
The statement of the British war office that the troops west of St. 

Quentin are falling back to prepared positions. Indicates that the Germans 
although they have broken through the British defensive system have 
not pierced the entire British defence. The allusion In the British 
statement to the defensive system may be only to the main battle front 
system, behind which other lines have been prepared. If that is the case 
the Germans have done little more than repeat what the British did In 
Battle of the Somme, when they pierced the Hindenburg line and cap­
tured long stretches of it, forcing the Germans to retreat to prepared 
positions in the rear.

MAKES IT HARDER FOR FOE.
The experiences of the attacking forces in other campaigns show that 

the Germans, as they progress, are likely to find their job more difficult 
and the resistance of the British more effective. The more deeply they 
strike Into the British lines the further they must move from their 
bases, entailing increasing difficulties in providing supplies for their 
troops. They must move forward over a devastated area, while the 
British will have the great advantage of good roads and railroads Per­
haps the greatest problem of the Germans will be to bring up their heavy 
artillery. In every previous campaign of this nature it has been 
necessary for the advancing forces to halt frequently while bringing up 
the heavy pieces.

London, March 22.Premier Lloyd
George, In an exceedingly outspoken 
speech to a deputation of the Miners’ 
Federation yesterday concerning the 
result of the miners' ballot on the comb-I 
ing out of men for military service, de-| 
clared that to avoid defeat in the field it 
is absolutely essential to have more

BREAK WITH U. S.
Powerful Rotterdam Interests 

Urging Warlike Action 
Over Ships Seizure.

Paris, March 23.—The Germans 
launched an attack on the French lines 
in the Woevre district last night, which 
was dispersed by the French fire. The 
Germans suffered appreciable losses and 
left some prisoners in the hands of the 
French.

COLLINGWOOD SCHREIBER,

“I am utterly at a loss." he said, "to 
know where the men are to be found. If, 
first, the engineers, and then the miners, 
say wo will not find the men. Other 
trades will quickly take the same course. 
That would mean anarchy not govern­
ment.

The German Attack.
"I have just had news that the Ger­

mans have attacked us on a front of 
. ..nearly 60 miles with overwhelming

Harbor December 6 last, causing the I amazed that it should be
explosion which wrecked a portion of : considered debatable whether the miners 
the city, has left the province, so the considered deb are going to make their 
supreme court of Nova Scotia was in- and engineers are defence of the coun- 
formed this morning. L. A. Lovett, who contribution to the defence of the coun 
appeared on behalf of Captain Lemedec. 
stated that following his discharge un­
der the writ of habeas corpus and not

MASTER OF MONT BLANC 
WANTED FOR INQUIRY 

OUT OF COURT’S POWER

forces have been Involved In the battle. 
From the nearness of the point of Ger­
man penetration to their fines, however, 
it would seem probable that they soon 
will be found taking part in the strug­
gle.

May Use “Manoeuvre Army."
There is another factor to be consid­

ered also, should the German thrust de­
velop more seriously. There was created 
last winter by the supreme war council 
at Versailles an Entente army of man­
oeuvres Indicated to be made up of 
troops of all Allies, which was designed 
to be available for action at any point 
on the wide front from the North Sea to 
the Adriatic where it should be needed.

It has doubtless not been the Entente 
Intention to throw this army into action 
hastily. But It unquestionably stands! 
ready for use in any emergency, and 
might easily prove the vital factor In 
any general engagement which the west­
ern front fighting should develop.

Mighty Struggle Continues.
The battle Is still in progress along 

the British front, with the Germans con- 
tinuing to throw fresh forces Into the 
struggle. It is estimated that fifty Ger. 
man divisions are already Involved with 
probably twenty-five or more additional 
divisions in close reserve. Advices from 
correspondents Indicate that wherever 
the British troops are falling back they 
are doing so in excellent order and with 

1 deliberation, withdrawing voluntarily at 
isome points in order to maintain an 
I unbroken line.

FRENCH AIRMEN TURN 
BACK RAID ON PARIS

ENGINEER, DEADNOTED London, March 23.—A report that in- 
fluential interests at Rotterdam have 
commenced agitation to have the Dutch 
Government requested to break off rela­
tions with the United States, because 
of the requisitioning of Dutch merchant- 
men, is contained in an Exchange Tele- 
graph Company dispatch which, received 
from Copenhagen, quotes the Politiken’s 
Rotterdam correspondent.

March 232.—Captain AimeHalifax.
Lemedec, master of the Mont Blanc, 
with which the Imo collided in HalifaxMarch 23.—Sir Collingwood 

general consulting engineer
Ottawa, 

Schreiber,
for the Dominion Government, died this 
morning at the age of 87 years. Lady 
Schreiber, and his two daughters, Mrs. 
Travers Lewis and Mrs. Lawrence

I Premier Lloyd George declared it 
|would be far better 9 at the Government 
should go out of office than to have Its 
decision disobeyed, adding: "If the sanc­
tion of the community is going to decide 
whether a law should be obeyed, then, 
believe me. you will have a condition of 
this gs where the people who will suffer 

: most will not be the people at the top, 
Italian front, the war office announced who are generally able to take care of in- I themselves, but the poor devils at the 

bottom. It has always been so in the

Lambe, survive.
He had a tremendous share in plan- 

ning transportation systems bothleast having been notified of any possible re- and west and in the latter part of his view of the case, he had left the city 
career as deputy minister of railways - -
and canals he helped to wisely admin­
ister lines directly under the Govern- 
ment, and subsequently superintend the 
construction of the Grand Trunk Pa-

THE WEATHER
and the jurisdiction of the court. LOCAL TEMPERATURES.

Following were the highest and lowest 
temperatures recorded In London during 
the 24 hours previous to 8 o'clock last 

‘night: Highest, 53; lowest, 31.
The official temperatures tor the 12 

hours previous to 8 a.m. today were;

ON ITALIAN FRONT.
March 23.—Numerous patrol “A curious fact reported by our air­

men was that the Germans compos- 
ing the special assault divisions wore j 
new uniforms. 'Got on their best 
clothes for a visit to Paris,’ com­
mented one of our generals.

"Our flying corps did valuable work 
despite adverse weather conditions. 
One of our men in the early morning 
reconnaisances spotted several thous­
and Germans moving westward south 
of Bullecourt, and another reported

Rome.
along theencounters have occurred

cific. .He was made manager the Inter- 
colonial in 1873, and seven years later today, and there has been some 
became chief engineer of the C. P. R, crease in the artillery fire on the moun- 
holding both positions until 1892, tain line.

Highest, 32; lowest, 25.

TOMORROW—FINE AND COOL.
Toronto, March 23—8 a.m.

Forecasts.
North to east winds; fine and cool 

today and on Sunday.
Temperatures.

The following were the highest and 
lowest temperatures during the 24 hours

history of the world.
Plain Talk Best.

“It is better to talk plainly, and I am 
speaking with a great deal of feeling 
because I have just heard of this over­
whelming attack brought about by the 
failure of the Russian democracy to nave 
its orders obeyed.

“If the attack succeeds, the Germans 
might be at Calais, and the only answer 
we can give is a vote of the Miners 
Confederation saying they are not pre­
pared to fight! You cannot give that an­
swer."

The executive of the federation later 
passed a resolution advising the men not 
to resist the combing out of fifty 
thousand men from the mines.

MAJOR DARCY SNEATH
IS KILLED IN ACTION

DEFENCES ARE STRONG.
The extent of the British defences has been a subject of much 

speculation, but it is known they have been vastly improved during the 
last winter. Earlier In the war, when the offensive rested with the 
French and British, less attention was paid to positions of the rear 
The British in particular were said to scorn elaborate defensive zones, 
such as the Germans constructed. After the defection of Russia and 
consequent increase of German strength in the west, however, it be­
came necessary for the Allies to consider defensive measures, which 
were carried out during the winter.

Subscription Rates Advance
In effect April 1, 1918.

three thousand of the enemy on a 
sunken road in this area waiting to 
advance. Few enemy machines were
seen, and they mostly flew low, pep­
pering our trenches with their ma-

previous to 8 a.m. today:
** ‘ Low. Weather. 

Cloudy 
Fair 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Fair

Maritime

High.Stations.
Victoria ................... 46
Calgary ................... 40

their guns in: Winnipeg ...............50
Port Arthur........ 30
Parry Sound........ 42
Port Stanley........46

Buffalo ................... 48
Toronto ................... 48

ANOTHER FOE TRANSPORT Kingston.............52
Ottawa................ 50

SUNK IN EAST BALTIC Montreal ................ 46
Quebec ....... 46

Weather

38
24
38
20
14
24
26
25
22
18

chine guns. ..
"This is the first battle where Brit-OUTSIDE OF LONDON.
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12c per week. 
50e per month. 
$6.00 per year.

Ish gunners had to serve 
gas masks, and it was a difficult task. 
Fortunately practices with gas masks 
have been taking place frequently for Paris, March 22.—At 9 o'clock tonight 

a group of enemy airplanes crossed the 
lines, and a certain number of bombs 
were dropped on Compeigne and differ- 
ent towns in that region. Several ma­
chines advanced further to the south, 
but were forced to turn back by the 
fire of our artillery. The alarm was 
immediately given in Paris, and a half 
hour later the "all clear" signal was 
sounded.

Apparently the Germans had intended 
a raid upon Paris itself, but French air­
men rose to meet the oncomers, and 
not one enemy machine succeeded in 

reaching the capital.

an hour daily. THE OFFICIAL REPORT.
The statement follows:
"Heavy fighting continued until late hours last night on the whole 

battlefront. During the afternoon powerful hostile attacks, delivered with 
great weight of infantry and artillery, broke through our defensive 
system west of St. Quentin.

"Our troops on this part of the battlefront are falling bark in good 
order across the devastated area to prepared positions farther west.

“Our troops on the northern portion of the battlefront are holding 
their positions.

"Very heavy fighting with fresh hostile forces is in progress.
Continued on Page Three, .%
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10c per week.
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14 
Notes.

Amsterdam, March 22.—Another Ger­
man transport has been blown up by a 
mine near the Aland Islands, at the 
same point where the transport Hinden­
burg was sunk, the Dagbiad reports. 
Shortly afterward the transport Frank­
land came up and rescued the men on 
the transport, but was damaged severe- 
ly by another explosion.

Pressure Is low over the
Provinces and in the northwestern por­
tion of the continent, and decidedly high

Woodstock, March 23.—Major Darcy 
Sneath, one of this city’s most popular 
young men, has been killed in action. 
"Killed instantly while gallantly leading 
his men," states the cable to his family. 
Major Sneath went overseas with the 
7th Mounted Rifles in 1915. Just one year 
ago he was awarded the Military Cross 
for bravery on the field. I

over the Great Lakes.
Snow and rain have occurred in the 

Maritime Provinces and rain on the 
British Columbia coast.

Colder weather has spread into On­
tario and Quebec.
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GERMANS BOMBARDING


