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To THE People of Canada:

The world-wide struggle in which our Empire is fighting for
Its rights, Its liberties, and its very existence has continued for
more than two years. Ev. .-y effort that could honourably be
made on our part to avert war was put forth with the deepest
earnestness and sincerity. There was no escape from the contest
save in dishonour and ultimate disaster. The wonderful extent
and thoroughness of the enemy's long and careful preparation
was imperfectly understood at first, and the magnitude of the
struggle has surpassed all anticipation. Great Britain's first
expeditionary force has been increased more than twenty fold
and that of Canada more than twelve fold. The climax of the
war IS rapidly approaching. The last hundred thousand men
that Canada will place in the fighting line may be the deciding
factor in a struggle the issue of which will determine the destiny
of this Dominion, of our Empire, and of the whole world.

The most eloquent tribute would faU to do fitting honour to
the youth of Canada who have already rallied so splendidly to
the colours and whose heroic valour and glorious achievements
have crowned this Dominion with imperishable distinction
before the world. Remembering the sacrifice by which that
distinction was won, we recall with solemn pride the undying
memory of those who have fallen.

In the history of every people there may come sucfr a
challenge to the spirit of its citizens as must be answered in
service and devotion if the nation is to have an abiding peace in
the future. The events of this war bring that challenge to-day
to the manhood of Canada.
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