
To THR MUMUKR.^ OP THE "ACADIA AtHKNVKUM."

Gentlemen

:

The Lecture on "The Great Ejoctmcnt of 1062," now
publisluMi at your request, advocatea nriiuiples wlii, ii I trust will

ever he held tinuly by you. IVrsocuiion is so hateful, in all itd

forms, that an enli^rhtiMicti christian will shudder at the thought
of encduraifin;; it in the .sli;>;htcs» degnu". And it is as mean as
it is hateful. How di'spicable is the conduct of that mau, who,
insfcad of answerinj; his adversary*!* ar;;ument3. hands him over
to th«! ma;,Mstrate, tc, Ik- plumU'rcd, aecordiii;^ to law !

Allow njc lo indulj^e in a reminiscence or two. The first time
that I ventured to ap|)car in i)riut was in the year 1818, and it

was in connection wiilj the subject of this lecture. A sermon on
^ctK V. 29, )ir«aclu'd on the 24th of A.ujiust in that year, was
published, bcar-n|i; the title " Jkirlholomcw Day CommnnonUcd."
Great clanjres have taken [)lace since that time. I'rotestant
Dissenters in Kn;.dand were then , '.ibjccted to serious restraints
and distd)ilitie9. 'J'lu'ir marriajjjes could only be celebrated in the
episcopal churches. There was no legal registration of births
and deaths. No persons vnsre nermitted to serve their king antl

country, or even to take ollice in a city or town-corporate, if they
could not prove that they had received the Lord's Supper aceord'-
ing to the forms of the Church of England. The divine ordi-

nance, as Cowper said, (himself a member of that church,) was
made " an oHlce key, a pick-lock to a place." The exigencies of
government, however, sometimes rendered necessary the employ-
ment of persons who had not complied with the requirement

;

and then the clumsy expedient of an '' Lidemnity Act " was
adopted. Such an Act was passed at the commencement of every
[parliamentary session, graciously exempting from penalties those
who had assumed public oflices without "(jualifying," as the phrase
was,—that is, without using the "otlice key."

All these grievances have been redressed. We rejoice in our
freedom. Let r.s thank God for the blessing, use it discreetly,

and be always leady to helj» those who ask for a share.

1 am. Gentlemen,
Your friend and well-wisher,

J. M. CUAMP.
Acadia College, Noc. 20, 18G2.
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