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iiifttruiiirnt laiipuaof! imist he to mind, how it iiiii-st taeilitato its operati-

ons, and add precision to its powers; while tli<'i'i! seems- to be a direct

adaptation Itetween ideas and llieir e.\i)r(!ssi()n. a mutiia' inlluenee hy

wliieh beauty is eonferred npon the one, and a niouM or ini]iress is jriv-

en to tlie otln-r. It has been a question whetliei- hin;j:na;ie, w.is of hu-

man orifrin, or wasdisinely imparted. And thai (piestion has ret'cr-

(Mice not to tlie origans ot'spe('<'h, whicli, of eourse. weie divinely he-;to\v-

ed, but to speeeh itself, words, with all the puts inio wliieh langnajre

divides itself, or of which it is com])osed. There can be little, doubt, at

least, that the tendencies or wants which gave occasion to language, and

the ])rinciples which regulate its construction, were so much a purt of

mind itself, or our c()m[)ound nature, that the formation of languagi;

was about as necessary a result, as are the arts or sciences of our

jieculiar intellectual const itution. 'J'he simplest elements of lan-

guage, we have reason to believe, were conlerred u])on man at tlrsi. els(;

how could the first ])air talk with each otlier, or both hold converse with

(iod in the garden ? That in its |)rineiples and <'ssential elements it

was divinely im])arted, that to this (>xtent languagi^ was a divine endow-

ment, cannot be doubted ; audit indicates its divine origin. What a

vehi(d(; for tht; finest conc<>ptions and emotions I What an adaptation

i)etwcen the mind and its inodes of exprt>ssion I How the one tills the

other with lile and meaning!—while the latter, again, suits every vary-

ing idea and emotion of the former—now i-ouses with energy, and now

soothes with pleasure, or transports with d(diglit. Having found such a

vehicle, mind freely expatiates in every region. How much we owe to

language i)crh;!ps cannot be told, for tlie excursiveness of mind—for the

lineness of its iinaginations, and the -;ul)tlety of its conceptions. This

we know, that in a rude slate, language is possessed of few abstract

terms, and, accordingly, we liiid Imii few alistract ideas. A system of

Irutii is not known. Aljstraet tliought will always be found in propor-

tion to the advancement maile in language, and language will become

the more snlitle ami refined as thought i>rogresse'. The veriest shade

of idea has emltodiment in some .-nbth' cxjtression, and it is in the ex-

[u-ession thai the idea itself i< formcl io llie mind. A thought often

lies in till' state of a feeling till a word, or words, m-oke it from its re-

cesses, and we lind that thes,,' express tli(> vei-y thoiTght which existed be-

fore but in (dl'ect.

—

tfu^ rflrrf in thh- insfai'r'' srcDiiiKj to precede tlieatuse.

it is to Imagination ami alistract Hea-on, particularly, that language is

such a mighty snccedaneum. Tlivre i> a jieriod of its history when Im-

agination lci< to do with outv.anl i'uriv.< and semblances, as expressive

of inward ihon<rlil- iind feelings ; but there come- a time when \\\<^ nv-iif


