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if the future did not exist, or never could arrive. But, regard it or
not, arrive it will. It offers Russia many chan One acquisi-
tion, if now made by her, would bring those ch.,. . -.,/ near to
certainties. In European Turkey, it cannot too often ^.^ repeated,
the Christian element is the growing, and the Turkish the decay-
ing one. If a'conviction can but be engendered in the Christian
that is for the present purpose mainly the Sclavonic, mind of the'
Turkish provinces, that Russia is their stay, and England their
enemy, then indeed the comriiand of Russia over the future of
Eastern Europe is assured. And this conviction, through the last
six months, we have done everything that was in ou? power to-
beget and to confirm.

But we may, I hope, say truly what Louis Napoleon, in 1870
telegraphed in error

:
toutpent se retnbUr. Russia has in late years

done much to estrange the Greek Christians of the Levant : and
the Sclaves will, we may be sure, be at least as ready to accept
help from Powers which are perforce more disinterested, as from
Powers that may hereafter hope and claim to be repaid for it in
political influence or supremacy. It is surely wise, then, to avail'
ourselves of that happy approach to unanimity which prevails
among the Powers, and to avert, or at the very least postpone, as
long as we honorably can, the wholesale scramble, which is too
likely to follow upon any premature abandonment of the principle
of territorial integrity for Turkey. I for one will avoid even the in-
finitesimal share of responsibility, which alone could now belong to
any of my acts or words, for inviting a crisis of which at this
time the dimensions must be large, and may be almost illimitable.

But even that crisis I for one would not agree to avert, or to
postpone, at the cost of leaving room for the recurrence of the
Bulgarian horrors. Nothing could exceed the mockery, anrf
nothing could redeem the disgrace, of a pretended settlement,
which should place it im the power of Turkey to revive these fell
Satanic orgies : a disgrace of which the largest share would accrue
to England, but of which the smallest share would be large indeed..
The public of this country, now I trust awakened from sloth to
nobleness, may begin to fear lest the integrity of Turkey should
mean immunity for her unbounded savagery, her unbridled and
bestial lust. I think these apprehensions, so reasv. -^bL in princi-
ple, or if there were ground for them, may be dismi«ised upon an
observation of the facts. We have, in the neighboring province
of Roumania, a testimony which appears to be nearly conclusive.


