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A I'lJiA FOR Tllli MIIJTIA.

\1\ TWO MILITI.VMKN.
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A S CaniKlians, we aro proud of our
--^-^ nationality. Oiiv atiun- pufrHf,
is not on the surface, and possilily le-

quires t]>e positive si'i.iulus of a
' Trent Dilhculty,' or the negative in-

fluence of a Times article, hefore its

latent depths are stirred. Hut the
national feeling exists. We are justly
l)roud of our position as the' lirst

colony of the Empire, and of our com-
mercial rank among the nations of
the world. It is our hoast that we
have a commercial marine only sur-
passed in numhers and tonnage by
four of the leading nations of the
earth. We have a territory richer in
vegetable and mineral wealth, and
larger in area, than any of the king-
doms of Euro})e. We have a hardy
and intelligent population, and the
freest institutions on the face of the
globe. How should we maintain those
rights, protect our liberties, and retain

ouif possessions, w-ere Great Britain's
naval and military assistance withheld
or withdrawn ? We have no navy to
protect our ships : we have developed
no sufficient military organization to
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stand tlic crucial tcstof war ; we have
no uianufiu-torics foi-warlikc mati rial,

and no internal resources for their iui-

niodiate creation; We have not even
arms and amniunition enough to suj)-
ply a single army corps in the lield
and to organize its reserve, should hos-
tilities comnu'nc(mow. Nothing could
be done, therefore, without iJritaui's
aid, save to submit peacefully to the
tiivst power that attempted forcible
annexation.

Now, is this a condition that should
bcawjuie.sced in by a free people, ac-
customed to the exercise of the fullest
civil and religious liberty i The mer-
chant who will not insure his life

against accident, or his proi)erty
against fire, is blameworthy, should
he suffer loss by these means. The
nation which declines or neglects to
protect its liberties in not providing
for its defence by all means within its

power, is equally reprehensible.
Contrast our position with that

of some of the smaller European
Powers :
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Militia

3,727,000
3,580,;ilO sq.m.

ii4,5OO,000

£^00,000

none
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Ncther-
laniU.

3,«)7,263
13,fi80 .sq. ni.
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Switzerland.

2,66!),147

15,991 .s(i. ni.

£1,580,040

£586,237

84,369
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05,981

* Reserve.

Sweden. Norway.

4,383,291 1,817,237
171,750s().m. 122,280sq.ni.

£4,;J40,000 £2,177,200

£925,000
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Denmark.

1,910,400

15,,')04s(i.ra

£2,.'j84,000

£1,114,000

37,000

33
291

1,125

32,393

Greece.

I,457,8fl4

19,941 sq. m.
£1,380,971

ii336,757
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