
boyond all (pu'stion, was a nait, a most imnoitant
part, a central part, of tlie Jcwisli cfonomy.
*i /v.'/m''**^''*'

^*^*' >^al)l)ath, as n^voalcd to us in
tlic O (I lestanient S(rii>tures, is much more thana pjirt of Judaism. The Scripture that has been
read this morning decich's that point. After tli.»
SIX days of (Teation, (iod "rested on tlie seventh
•J*,^'' xr"'* l\*!'*''^:««''l the seventh (hiy and sanctitic <1
It. i>Jo\v this IS, as you are a\var(>, 2,5(10 vears,acconhnK to tli(> most limited chronoloKV, hef(»re
the Jewish institutions weie estahlished. This
blessing- and sanctifyin^r of the Sabbath takes place
before nations are formed, when the population of
the earth consists of the first man and the first
woinan. Ihe Sabbath, therefore, was i-iven at the
begmniiiK, and it was jriven-I shall afterwards
refer to this more l)articularlv-to commemoratean event^, a fai't, which has no givater sij.niHcance
for the Jews than it has for other peoph^s ; it was
given to commemorate (lods creation work He
created the world in six days ; He rested upon theSabbath day. This, then, is the second point^o poi'son who accepts the Bible as historicallv
true will (lis])ute these two positions that have
b(»en laid (l()wn- the first, that the Sabbath was a
part of Judaism; the second, that it has wider
relatKms and wider scope, as signified in the Old
J estament. Jiut we now advance to a third posi-
tion, as to which issue w ill be taken with vs. Manvdeny t.hat under the New Testament we have any-
thing to do with the Sabbath in anv form. Now,
this IS a position which it behooves iis carefullv to
exainine, and upon which we should have a dis-
tinct opnuon

; because, if there is misgiving here
it tliere is doubt in our minds about the divine
authonty of the sacred day- call it the Sabbath
ttay, the ( hristian Sabbath, or the Lord's Day,
call It what you will-if there is anv doubt about
the distinct div ne authority of it, the Sabbath will
not t)e preserved to us simply on account of its
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