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CHAPTER XXXI.

LAKE SUPERIOR EEGION-DESTINY-CONCLUSION.

This region is an interesting portion of our great

and growing country. Rich in exhaustless stores of

mineral wealth, and scarcely less so in its capabilities

of enriching us- in science and art, it opens a wide

field for industry and enterprise, as well as for scien-

tific research. But till recently it has hardly been

known. The pearly waters of the vast Iftke, for ages

on ages, had been shut in by de.i80 woodlands and

mountain ranges, hardly disturbed, unless by the

gambols of the finny trile and the birchen canoe,

fanned by gentle summer breezes, or lashed to fury

by the wild sweep of Boreas. But those days are

numbered. The lake now bears on her broad bosom

the schooner, with whitened sail, and echoes the pwff

of the steamer as she plows majestically the crested

billows, bearing the fruits of commercial industry

and thrift to de&tined ports. The wilderness, untrav-

ersed but by the native and the trader, is now dotted

with cabins of miners. The prowling of wild beasts

and the savage war-whoop have given way to the wood-

man's ax and the blast from the miner's shaft, vhich

rends the air. The uncultivated forest is here and

there turned into a garden. Villages begin to Ime


