
.\c>« N'ork, Moiii-

llalif.ix is fiir fnnii

c"iii)i;irisiin with tli;il (lowiti),' In

rv:\\ is :i himhI piirt for Iri'i^jht. Imi
tlic |»iiiil (if m-ijji,,, and just :is ilisl^iiit Imm iIr. ihmh
i-iinviits of iiassciiK'er tnitlic. Can wo lioiiesth- tell tlif

iinostiiit,' piil'lii- for if wi' ;;raiit a jniiii sul'isi.h- we
shall \irtuall\- lie putting our oflii-ial (.MiiIorsoiiR'ut on
the silieiiH' that aii> l'oiii]iaiiy which sinks SMd.iMH),-
(MIO in l.iisliiiiiias for tliis routo is WkvW to inaki' a
profit anil ha\'f an aliidinj; Imsinoss?

That is the i|uestion liufore thf two (Invorninonls.
Xavi^ators, (.ii},'itit.-ers and transportation men <Io not
think it would hf iirudenl. for thi' pivscnt al an\- rate,
to ])Ut on the route \essels of a j^realer speed than JO
knots. They are not frightened hv the ohjeetion
raised in Knjjlanii that the Lower Si.' Lawrence" is ex-
ce|itionally ilanj,'erous to larjje vessels on account (.f

fo^s. Kojjs are more prevalent in some seasons than
in others, hut. striking' an average, tlie best Canadian
autliorities say the risk of detention ami accident from
ton between (Juebec and Uelle He or I'ape Race is not
•') per cent >jreater than on the Xcw \'ork route. The
risk froin ice in the sprinj,' is, however, consiik-rabh
greater. Tlie ma'n reasons wh\' the exjierl- referred to
would exclude l.'i.^ilaiiids and adopt steamers of only
20 knots, with a ilraft not to exceed :i:i feet, are, lirst,

lliat the channels below (juebec, Montreal Iieing out of
court, cannot be made ileej) enough or safe cnouj;h to
accommodate larger \essels. at any rate until the .North
Channel is adojited; sii cmdly. the business of the
route, inchidinj,' all tliat iiiiKht be .Irummed uji in the
L'nited States, would not, at the present lime, juslifv the
employmenl of shii>s of f!;realer speed. In their judg-
ment, (Juebec should be the summer and Halifax the
winter port. To jjive the new vessels fair plaw the
rule oblifjing mail ships to call at Svdne\ in the earlv
season, before Belle He is ojien, when the'ice is pourinj;
through Cabot Strait or Ixing jammed in a vast field
otT coast. shouUl be abolished. The call of incoming
vessels at Rimouski is necessarx perhaps for the (|uicker
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