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VII. 0/ Original or Birth Sin,

8. Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam,

(as the Pelagians do vainly talk) but it is the corruption of

the nature of every man, that naturally is engendered of

the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from

original righteousness, and of his own nature inclined to

evil, and that continually.

VIII. 0/ Free Will.

0. The condition of man after the fall of Adam is sucli

that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural

strength and works, to faith, and calling upon God ; where-

fore we Jiave no power to d Sl^od works, pleasant and

acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ pre-

venting us, tliat we may have a good will, and working witli

us, when we have that good will.

IX. Of the Justification of Man.

10. We are accounted righteous before God only for the

merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and

not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that we

are justified by faith only, is a most wholesome doctrine,

and very full of comfort.

X. 0/ Good Works.

11. Although good works, which are the fruits of faith,

and follow after justification, cannot put away our sins, and

endure the severity of God's judgments
;

yet are they

pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, and spring out of


