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avert the fall of our tottering mercantile credit. The

next morning's issue was in qui+e a different tone. Ap-

parently the enemy had received a check, for we were

here exhorted to resistance. An impregnable position

was to be taken up along the Downs, a force was concen-

trating there far outnumbering the rash invaders, who,

with an invincible line before them, and the sea behind,

had no choice between destruction or surrender. Let

there be no pusillanimous talk of negotiation, the fight

must be fought out ; and there could be but one issue.

England, expectant but calm, awaited with confidence the

result of the attack on its unconquerable volunteers. The

writing appeared to me eloquent, but rather inconsistent.

The same paper said the government had sent off five

hundred workmen from Woolwich to open a branch

arsenal at Birmingham.

All this time we had nothing to do, except to change

our position, which we did every few minutes, now mov-

ing up the hill farther to our right, now taking ground

lower down to our left, as one order after another was

brought down the line ; but the staff officers were gal-

loping about perpetually with orders, while the rum-

ble of the artillery, as they moved about from one part of

the field to another, went on almost incessantly. At last

the whole line stood to arms, the bands struck up, and

the general commandirg our army corps came riding

down with his staff. We had seen him several times

before, as we had been moving frequently about the

position during the morning ; but he now made a sort of

formal insjicction. He was a tall thin mjin, with long

light hair, ve y well mounted, and as he sat his horse
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