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the very dew of his youth he moinUuned his political principles

against such an opponent as the great OConnell, and later still he

wore his " Jewel Independence" in the presence of the late Dr.

Hughes, the distinguished Archbishop of Now York. It is pro-

bable that neither of those eminent men viewed with complacency

what must have appeared like presumption on the part of their

youthful antagonist ; but it is pleasant to believe, as we have some

reason to believe, that with, manly generosity, they did not fail t.>

express their respect for Mr: McGce's abilities, their appreciatioa

of his sincerity, and their desire tor his success in life.

The independence which Mr. McGce valued and apostro-

pluzed was not the indej)ondence which he found in the United

States. His second sojourn in that country thoroughly disen-

chanted him. His early admiration paled before his later expe-

rience. The homoeopathic principle appears to be susceptible ol

pfylitical as well as physicjJ application, for a taste of democratic

institutions cured Mr. McGee of any tendency to democracy.

Neither was social life in America more attractive tlian political-

life. Both were an offence, and one was an abomination. But the

double discovery was made only after a painful and protracted

effort not to see it, for it was with great reluctance that his vigorous

mind and tenacious will yielded at !ength to such unwelcome

convictions. It would be interesting to read Mr. McGee's own ac-

count ofhis rise and progress towards higher moral and physical la-

titudes, for every inch of his ".our*^ miglii: t^oint a moral, every stage

of his journey adorn a tale. They only who know with what fanatic

faith the human mind will cling even to a cheat, can appreciate the

wrench which follows the discovery of the cheat. No man can de-

liberately break his idol ¥rithout some sorrowful remembrance of the

thing he once thought divine. The testimony of Mr. McGee might

enable us to compare the attractions of his fancy with the fallacies of

his experience,—the dream-land which his imagination painted and

the real land wliich his eyes saw.

In this interval of conflict, while fighting against himself, and by

wager ofbattle as it were, testing the strength and quality of his prin-

ciples and opinions, new light, and with it new views, from an un-

looked-for quarter, seen^ed to cross bis path. In the midst of lite-

rary work in New York he made the acquaintance of many frienda


