
i-i?*.;'

rrr"-t'f'

/

?

>,

ft

**

*t

**

«(

«(

((

((

<(

««

<(

[ 104 ]

tnifted to be made. Tbe worimen, CLJ^ed to'tbork in tvater ahd

fift mud, laboured in vain. The work they performed in tie

reflux of the tide, the influx vtafljed away. Thus a trionth was
fljamefully wafted, and no progrefs made towards taking thefort.

At length. Lord Cornwatlis fentfor the gentleman who had of-

fered to repair tbe dykes, informed him that it mufl be done pre-

vioufly to the ereSling of the batteries, and requefled he would
undertake it. This he did with chearfulnefs j aud although the

breaches were as large again as when hejirfl propofed the repairs

the work wasfinijhed inflx days—The batteries were immediately

ereSled without aifliculty, and opened on the loth."

It has been before obferved, that orders were given to the Chief
Engineer, upon the King's troops entering Philadelphia, to con-

ilrudt redoubts, and to form the necefTary lines of communica-
tion, for the better fecurity of that city j that on this work he
was direded to employ the inhabitants, to be furniflied, at my
particular requeft, by Mr. Galloway, for the relief of the fol-

diery ; and that this aHiflance fell far ihort of that gen-tleman's

alTurances.

The neceflity of repairing the dykes on Province and Blackeley's

iflands, before an effedtual progrefs could be made in eredting

batteries againfl: Mud Ifland, was an objeft of ftill more confe-

quence; and any offers to effed it, inAead of being rejedled,

would have been gladly accepted. I am confident that none were
made to me, and have the moft explicit authority for faying, that

fuch offers having been made never arrived to the knowledge of
thofe immediately intruded with the execution of the work. The
conduft of it was under the direftion of Earl Cornwallis, until 1

moved to Philadelphia with the main army on the 19th of Ofto-

ber J and thofe, who have a jufl opinion of his lordlhip's zeal to

promote his Majefly's fervice by every pofTible means, will hardly

fuppofe him to have been inattentive in this efTential point.

Eleven dyke-men were, I find, fent to the engineer on the

22d of Oftober, and, I am very ready to grant, were of confi-

derable fervice for the few days they afllfted. But it cannot be

conceived that thefe men effedled inflx days, by their own labour,

the Aopping of breaches that had encrcafed to be as large again

under
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