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I. 1 fliall endeavour to fliow, that the CharterGovernments have

a good and undoubted Right to their refpeftive Charters.

II. That they have not forfeited them by any Mifgovernment or

Male Adminiftration.

III. That if they had, it would not be the Intereft of the Crown

to accept the Forfeitures. And,

IV. I fhall make fome Obfervations upon the extraordinary

Method of Proceeding againft the Charters by a Bill in Parlia-

ment.

1/?. Propofition, 7lat

the Chaffer Governments

have a good orj undoubted

Right to their refp.'flive

Charters,

As to the firft Point there can be no

Difficulty. The Charters were Gran-

ted by the Crown, and the King is

acknowledg'd to be the Head andFoun-

tain of all Corporations and Franchifes.

For tho' my Lord Coke takes notice,

Thdt a Body Politick may be eflablifh'd by Prefcription, yet fuch

Prefcription is only valid upon a Prefumption that there was an an-

cient Grant of the Crown, which by 'he Injury of Time was after-

wards loft. I need not infift upon what no Body controverts ; but

it is material to obferve, that the Anuriean Charters are of a higher

Nature, and ftand on a betterFoot, than thcCorporations in Ergland,

For thcfj latter were granted upon Improvements already made, and

therefore wcreA£^s of mcerCrace and Favour in the Crown ; v.'here-

as tlie former were given as Pra^miums for Services to be prrrform'd,

and therefore are to be confider'd as Grants upon a valuable Conftdera-

tion ; which adds Weight and Strength to the Title.

To increafe the Nation's Commerce and enlarge her Dominion?,

mult be allow'd a Work of no little Merit, if we confider the Hard-

Ihipi to which the Adventurers were expoled ; or the Expence in

making their Settlements ; or laftly, the great Advantaores thence

accruing fo the Crown and Nation. It would be an endlefs Tafk to

recount all the Difappointments and Difafters that befel the firft

Planters in thefe Enterprises. I fhall therefore only fay in General,
that after many Dangers in their Voyages over the Atlantick, which
was not fuel, an eafy N igation a hundred Years ago as it is now,
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