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fubjc(5l to the ]apanefc, and is formed and garrifoned
on the fide towards the continent. The two iflands to

the N. E. of Matmai, Kunachir, and Zellany, and like-

wife the three ftill farther to the N. Ei called the Three
Sifters, are perfcdlly independent.

From this accoun; of the Kurile illands, it was a
great mortification tO our navigators, to find themfelves

obliged, on the 24th, to give up all farther thoughts of
difcovery to the North of Janpan ; the wind forfome
days paft having continued quite unfavourable to their

views. Capt. King^ however, has enriched his account
of this part of their tranfadlions, with feveral obferva-

tions on the errors of former geographers.

In coHfequence of this difappointment, Capt. Gore
fliaped his courfe Weit South Weft for the North part

of Japan. At day-break,, on the 26th, they had the

pirafure of feeing high land to the Weftward, which
proved to be that ifland ; along the Eaft coaft of which

"they run, (experiencing fome unexpefted efftiSls of the

currents) till the 2d of November, when the threaten-

iiTg appijarances of a fudden and fevere gale made it pru*

dent ra leave the (bore, and ftand off to the E'^ward,
to prevent being entangled with the land. Nor were
wrong in our prognoftications ; for it foon afterwards

began, and continued till next day. to blow a heavy
gale, accompanied with hazy and rainy weather*

. In the morning of the tliird, we found ourfelves, by
our reckoning, upwards of fifty leagues from the land,

which circumftance, together with the very extraordi-

nary efft ft of currents before mentioned, the late fea-

(qiy of the year, the unfettled ftate of the weather,

and the Httfe hkelihood of any change for the better,

rtiade Capt. Gore rcfolvc to leave Japan altogether, and

profeeutt our voyage to China j hoping, that as the
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