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ITS WONDERFUL HISTORY and FUTURE PROSPECTS.

.
Admirable Location An Unrivalled and Magnificent

Harbor Natural Position.

\

UNEXCELLED TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES.
AND UNRIVALLED INDUSTRIAL ADVANTAGES.

A Historical and Statistical Review of the PACIFIC
TERMINUS of the C. P. R.

Vancouver's Ppogress.

Brier Outline of its WoiMlerriil

Histor.V.

IIIK .'ITV's KAHI.Y IIIMTOUV.

IN 1HS5, a traveller on the tlic^. last

and eoininoilidUii xtcaiiier Maude,
from Victoria to Uurrard Inlet, would

observe on entering the Inlet on IiIh right

or south sidn, a few acattering huilding,

along the shore line of the deep bay, then,

as HOW, called Coal Harbor.

Thi» hamlet went by the name of (taatowii,

after a resident known as "(iassy .lack,"

who kept a saloon there, although the name
given it ou the maps and by which it was
officially known was (iuANVll.r.K. To reach
this placft of posdil>ly loO inhabitants the
traveller was o1dii;ed to disembark at the

wharf at Hastings mill, about half a mile

cast of the village, ajid troin tlicro tlir.'ad

his way as best he cimid along a narrow
trail, tiirougl' dense timber to the only
places ot public accommodaln.u to bt then
found on Burrard lulut. 'i'liere wei 1 at

this time thico small hot'ls kept by .1.

(irittiths, A. .loiinstoue.aml lo^cpli NbnuMon,
for the aooommodi'tiori of Jie logijers, *ljo

made (rrauville i.n<;ir ncadciuartBrs when n it

employed in tlie camps in the vicinity,

and also for the fov/ visitors whom chance
or the weekly steamer from the Island
brought there.

This place in IHT'J had boon surveyail and
platted as a townsite and a few lots (t)(i and
i:«) had been sold from *.")0 to $\00, accord-

ing to their location, to persons then resid-

ing in the place, liut so little wag thought
ot the situation and prospects that only
about thirtettn lots were bought, and in

1878 a reserve was laid on the townsite and
kept thereon until tnc advent of the Can-
adian Pacific Railway, when by an act of

Parliament this townsite touother with
<ther lands amounting in all to about UOOU
acres, was donated to the railway company
npon condition that they made Coal Harbor
and English Bay their terminus for alt

time to come. That portion of the Cily of

Vancouver now bouuiled by Coal Harbor on
the north, ('ainliie street on the west, Hast-
ings on the south, and Car|;all stri-et on the

oMt ii part uf the ul'giual totrnilte, unalter-

ed in aay r«ipeot, tli« rant uf the <ite in

1885 having been re-surveyed and platted

in the interest of the Caiiailian Paciliu Had-
way by L. A. Hamilton, Ks(j , l>. L. S.,

the company's lirat Lmd Commissioner
here. At this date (ISfSo), the only streets

were Water from Carrall to Abbott, and
Carrall from the water to the intersection

of Cordova with tliat street, ami with the

exception of tlie two roails leading to the

place, one from the Nortli Arm of tin,'

Fra.ser River, the other by way of Haitingn
froiK New Westminster.

The whole country was a dense forest

of Douglas lir, hemlock, spruce, and ueilar

trees of an enormous size, each variety bu-

ing very plentiful, and the ground between
them a literal jungle <if brusliwood impen-
etral)le to all save an e.vpert woodsman.
To this pla(;e during the winter .seaions

thronged the hardy loggers from the I'ainps

operated by the two bimhurinn companies
owning saw nnlls on tlic Inlet. To the

Hastings and Moudyvllle milU. and tiie

trade derived fr no these men anil the sliips

that came into tlie harbor for cargoes of

sawn lumber or piles, this place alone owed
its oxisteiise. Among tlie residents of llr.m-

ville wno are now priMiiinent and leading

citi/ena of Vancouvei and \i> vicimtv niii^' t

be named, R. H .\lexaiiilcr, i.iw ut then,

maoagor ol the H,>-tiiig-i Saw .\lills, .1.

.\lillor, MOW I'ostiii'itei of V'liiieum'er, then
tiovernm.'iit iij;,Mit for iht: disiriet of U.ir-

rard Inlet; J. Ihinlley tlien I'loviiieial i'rn-

stable and Collector, now H(^'lth ami Li-
cense Inspector of the city; -1. .Manilion,

then proprie or of tlie leaiLiig hotel, tiie

• iranville, now a large ni'opirty owner in

the city and Mayor ot li nven Uluml; K.

-McKeiiilry, U. McWIluglitiiii, X. .lohn.itone.

J. (irillitlis and a number of others, who
l^ve seen the grand transformation ell'ccteil

of a veritable howling wilderness into a

^olid, substantial, compa^'t and ever pro-
gressive city ot about bS.OOl) in'iabitants,

with a near future before it, seldoine<[iialleil

in the world's history and never excell(;fl.

With these few preparatory remarks oi; ijli^^

early history ot the (lUieen City ot th%\(Je«t?,

we will now leave (lastown or Cranville, as

it was more properly called and proceed to

note brielly and succinctly thj.' •!Jal^ {flVlCi

growth, progress and position 5h '
I "\ J
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and this will be be;' subserved by starting

with January 1st, IHljIi. At this period in

the histoi y of the embryo city it was known
for a oertanity that the greatest trans-

continental line of railway the world had
ever seen would s'lortly be extended to this

place, and all deulit waj removed as to its

future by the fact that actual construction
of the extension from the "statutory ter-

minus," at Port Moody, was under way.
Capitalists, speculators, real estate agents,

intending investors, 1)oth great and small,

bigaii to Hock in until all the available

aceommoilation was lilleil to overHowing
and pri'inmms \< ere freely ofl'ered many and
many a night for die privilege of a bed or
place to rest upon; billiard tables and other
such "soft places" lieing eagerly sought
after. With this rush of newcomers came
the large corps of engineers, road makers
anil otiier liaDdicraftsmcn cngageil in the
constrnetion of the road and the snrvey of

the town, and also a 1 irge force of laborers,

worliing for parties who hail contracted to

clear the site of the future city. This large

inllux of people naturally invited the im-
iiH'iliate erection of large numbers ot build-
ings for their accomodation, and fabulous
sti'iies are told of the citgerness with which
buildings were leased even bi .'ore the fonn-
datioi's were laid or the material ourchased
with whicli to build them. Many a time
during this year teams were seen waiting
their turn ut the saw mil) foi- tlie lumlicr to

be sawn that was to comprise their loads,

and often rluriiig tliese stirring times has
tlie loi^ lying in the water at the mill atd '•

light in the morning iieen traiisforoied into

UiMiber, hauled to town, been nailed in place
on a shack and ofl'ered shelter to the owner
while enjoying his night's repose in oue and
the same day. In fact such was t'.;e demand
for building material, skilled labor to

handle it, an 1 for buddings when finished

that the lirst Council of the city, when-'

elected to ollicc in May, 1S8'\ had no place,

nor could a place he oljtained ii' iviiich to

transact the civic business and they were
forced to be content witli quarters placed
at ^^eir^disyosal in the dining-room of the

'.•Pr«vineia{(;'oi}siabki,.aiid Collector's house,

*, Vi} *th>^ n*» *Jv«r(* i/iJv^ itjuids Fire Hall, No.
'
1, oji«lV'atei; stre'et.•*.J^J^B/e limited ijuartcu

(a rrtfl.Ji ifl'iiut 10x14) 'ctey occupied unti'.

the •illrfaiftiTins li»e of .hine ll'cli, of that

.
/'»', JforJ(};»l}ijii jl] ijtuiino^n with every

, other Jnhjijtinj'/if jfl\c, lOTceVi* abandon it.

• fl\)re flMitifiirnlusfbe iiilJe of this.
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of the City of Vancouver, for to thcin in a
gntat measure the prosperity, growth and
progress of the city is due. Coming into

,1\
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