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Gr^ce au retour a Quebec des employes du -^ouvcriLe-

ment, en 1852, la Societe Litteraire et Ilistorique re^ut des
secours qui lui redonnerent quelque vigueur. Notons
maintenant les augmentations faites a sa bibliothrque et ;i

son musee.

Depuis quelquos annecs la bibliotheque avait ete consi-

derablement accrue. En 1853, elle etait de 4,000 volumoH,

d'apres le rapport du bibliothecaire. C'etait alors uno des

plus precieuses de la province pour cc qui .so rattachait aux

sciences et a I'histoire de I'Amerique.

Le musee avait cte enrichi de la collection zoologique de

M. Chasseur, que la Legislature avait acquise et mise sous

la garde de la societe; d'une collection de tableaux et de

portraits ;
^ du canon de bronze que M. Berthelot prtHen-

dait appartenir a Verrazzani ; d'une collection de plantos

seches, don du Dr Osborne. Ce musee, alors le plus im-

p^.Hant de I'Amerique, faisait grand homieur a Quebec.

ijo. y voyait des echantillons de presque toutes Ics produc-

tions naturelles du Canada, des collections de medailles et

de monnaie, une collection d'oiseaux de I'Amerique, la plus

belle de ce continent.

La societe etait parvenue a cot elatde prosperity lorsque,

le ler fevrier 1854,rincendie des batisses du Parlement, oii

elle avait ses salles, vint lui porter un coup fatal, fDans un

* Le P'ctnrt of Qnebte do 1831 ct do 1P41 oontiont la listo des tableaux. r.,o

colloction do coni-hybiologie avait <5t6 donndc par Lord Durham.

t ' Thr' r?pn'."t of tho Council of 1S54 pays : Nearly the whole of its well selected

and very « son r o museum of natural history and mineralogy, tho fruit of tho labor

and expe..i<itur(j ,' many years, embracing a hhi'j/up collection of American birds, and
ppecim< )s • r..l,(< jt -ill tho natural productions of the country, aa well as many an-

tiquari i (i.'!",-> jf interest perished in the flames. Through the praise -w ortliy jox-

ertion of soi:\ii ' tne jncmbers of the society, a largo portion of our library, aiyl almost

tho wVoiv if ou; 'alu<>'>ie manuscripts relating to the early history of tho country were
rescued from de^tr.. :.iioq; but a serious inr«ad was notwithstanding mado u|ion -jur

li'jrary shelves, ai'd many valuable lots of books have been rendered comparatively

useless by the loss of ono or more volumes from among them. T!io pecuniary loss

which the society sustained on that occasion have been estimated at about XI, 4110,

but many of the most interesting objects which were destroyed in the museuiaare such

as oannot bo replaced."

The Council desire to take this opportunity to state that with very few cxccp-

tions the oommunioations read before the society for some years past, many of which
would have found a worthy place in the society's transactions, were dostroyod in the

luclety' roooii at tho Parliament buildings.''


