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Columbia. 1 wish also to give a statement
of the number of Hindoos alone entering
British Columbia in the wlhole period, as I
do not think if has ever been presenfed
to this Honse.

Number of
Year. Hindoos.
1904-5..............45
19056 ............. 387
1906-7 .. ............. .. .... 2,124
8 monthis of present year 1,956

Total..........4,512

According to thle best information 1 eau
gain, of that 4,512 Britishî Indians wlîo came
into British Columbia, 1,421 left for the
United States, leaving a balance of 3,091
remaining in British Columbia. Thils wve
see that 9,000 Japaniese, 1,000 Chiniese and
3,600 Hindoos have corne into that prov-
ince, according to my calculation, aithougli
I have not been able f0 arrive very defini-
tely at the numbers. StilI there are un-
doubtedly many thousands of Orientais ln
that province.

If seemns f0 me imîportant te find ont the
cause of this. 1-10,w ~as it thaf a certain
class of oriental lab)our Nvas able te pay
$500 a head to corne inte this country ?
fIow was it that sncb a numiber of Hindoos
were brouglif into that provinîce in the saine
year ? How was if that sucb a large nnm-
,ber of the Japanese, out 0f ail proportion f0
tîle aluiiîber of Japanlese already il British
Columbia. w ere broliglit !i the saine vear
1907 ? The- lion, leader of the- opposition
('-%r. R. L. Borden) whenl he was in British
Columbia spoke about tlis subjecf !i Vic-
toria, alnd 1 had the Ilinour of listening f0
hlm. lie suggested-lie did not state very
emphatically. la fact I fbink 1 shonld puit
it evenl more miildly and say lie insinnafed
-bnt at least he lef t the impression that

hie knew the reason why Japanese had been
bronglit info British Colnmbia. The r'eason
hie presented w-as very far-fetcbed, officiai
correspondence and events have dlemionstraf-
ed thaf bis theory w-as absolutely w-rong, blis
reason w-vas lot a correct reason at aIl, Hie
snggested thle exfraordinary reasoji that Mr.
W. T. R. Preston, who w-as tragically des-
cribed as a discredifed officiaI. who hiad
been snl)erintendeilt of immigration !l
Great Britain, whio w-as not beiieved by
bis ow'n coileagues, %vlo could not lie be-
Iieved on oath, according te the views of
some people wvas the cause of tilt, jap-
anese immigration into British Columbia.
I have no brief for Mr. Prest on. I took
thle opportunity during the investigation of
Mr. Preston's work la connection wîth fihe
Labour Bureau la England to cross-examine
Mr. Preston myself and I moust admit that
I am nof absoiuteiy sure that hie did flot do
more than lie was ever paid for doing and
w-as understood f0 lie doing la collection
with the Immigration Department la Eng-
][and. But becanse lie may have made mis-
takes ln England ln conuection with immi-
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gration, if is a tremendous strefch of the
imagination f0 think, that as a commercial
agent lie would go f0 Japan and send the
Japanese f0 British Columbia. I wisb te
remiîid my hion. friend (Mr. R. L. Borden)
thaf the Conservafive press took flint state-
ment up affer hie left the province and 1
mention if here becanse we have had f0
ineet thiat assertion. Whaf have the British
Colunibian pr'ess f0 say upon this question,
that this discredited officiai was faken boid
of by the Department of Trade and Com-
merce and fransferred f0 Japan, that the
governrnent liad seci'etly endorsed a treaty
and jiîst affer the freaty was settied this
discredited agent, at the expense 0f the
people 0f Canada, w-as sent f0 Japan and
w-as the direct cause of ftle importation of
Japanese. 1 made some inquiries about Mr.
Presfoa's appoinfmnenf, but if Mr. Preston
cannof lie belîevedl ou oatil, thon I suppose
hon. gentlemen Nviil say that those who
would promiote bis interest couid not be
bceleveil on onfli, so l)eLbaps if will be of
ne use f0 read ftle orders in council by
which lie was appointed commercial ageiit
te Japan. 1 find thaf Mr. P'reston was not
la Japani until six mîonflis affer the cou-
tracts w-ere made lu British Columbia un
der whicî fihe Japanese were broughit info
tliîs country. I think if is fair te say thal
iuch lu Mr. Preston's defoîlce. I arn not

criticising the stateieiît of the lion. the
leader of file opplositionî ( I'il. L. BordeWîi
for file sake of doiiig it, anid I w'oid îloi
hîave referred f0 this except fimat if lias been
brouglif np ln the Conservative press as a
good argument and it shows that if must
have liee diffienit for my lion. friend to
flnd a reason.

I wish now f0 comle te the reai reason
of the Importation of a large number of
orientais wifhin sncb a short period. We
have sonie inîformationî. The governiîeiît
sent Mr. Mackenzie King as a commissioner
f0 Brifish Colnmbia f0 look into this ques-
tion, and I have before me fwo of the con-
tracts t bat were made, part of the evidence
given before the commissioner, thaf account
absoiufeiy for the immigration of the Japa-
nese Into British olumbia at thîs period.
These contracfs were made witb the Wel-
lington Coal Company and the Canadian
Pacific Raiiway Comnpany. As regards thie
Grand Trnk Pacific, I cannof speak s0
posltively. 1 have iooked over the evi-
dence f0 see if the Grand Trnnk Pacific bad
mîade contracts f0 bring them la, but I did
nef find if. I looked over thie evidence
carefuillv and according f0 fliat evi-
dence 1 found fliat fwo cent racts were
mnade, one by fthe Wellington Coal Company-
and the other by theCanadian Paciflc Rail-
way. andl these expiain fuily the large influx
of orientais into British Columbia this year.
1 desire fa eall the nature of these con-
tract s f0 the attention of fthe government.
I do nof fhlink If ouglif f0 be possible foi'
coufî'aefs f0 le mîade f0 iîring orientais


