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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, Dec. 20.

This has been a  very qulet week
in business circles owing to the fact
of 113 belng Christmas week and also
“n aceount of the testivities connovted
with the return of the men who went
to South Africa with the first Cana-
dan contingent.  In wholesale clreles
there has been practically nothing do-
Ing  In sume hines Stock-taking has
been in progress. Ketail stores had a
very large day's business on Monday
but the Test of the week has been
quiet. GIft goods 1were st betng
bought on Wednesday to a lHmited ex
tent, but practically speaking the
trade was over on Monday. With ve
sard to the Cheistmas trade generully
1t may be said that it was very muh
Lstter than the situation would seem
to warrant. Uf course whem 1t i3 con-
sldered that the wage earning classes
of the ¢ity have hardly felt as yet the
firexss of the crop shortage the activity
uf city stores is fargely accounted for
Labor has been well empioyed in the
eity thoughout the entire year, wages
have been good and there have been
v 3twhus strikes. Grain deliveries ag
country markets during the week have
been lzht and there has been very -
t.. 3dr on the countsy towns. Delivers
tes of country produce have also heen
Hgh'  Baak dearlngs at  Winnuigeg
shun o fa.umg oft of $355,701 as com-
pared_with last week and of $3SLul0
a3 compared with a year ago. As
campar-d widh w0 sears age they
shun an fncrease of $170,071.

WINNIPEG MARKETS
Saturday, Dec. 29,

(ML quotations, ublesy otberwlse sl
Sicd, are wholeale for such quantities as
are uaually gulen LY retall densers, and
ate subjel to the usual reduction  ou
gy quantitics and te cash disootnisg

DRUGS.

Trade is now down tu the regular
demand for medianal purposes agaln,

and gt s expected that busthess  will
e quiet for a2 while.  As  regards
Ppricas there s pothing new  to note.
Our Ust of quolations for {eading

|apes at \nnipeg wil be found on
anoither page.  There have been no
haages al au here dunng the week.
The il Pajnt and Drug  Reporter
notes a quiet market at New York {n
118 assue oI Moaday and gives the fol-
there.

ewag ust ol muawor changes
Advance) -Russian canthandes,  2c,
Japan wax. e, Besgaiol oill, 20c,

canary seed, L, coichium seed. 3¢,
suaflower seed, lic, Zanzibar cloves,
1,c, Stingapore black pepper, %K. De-
ciined— ocon buiter, bulk, 1c, cubcebs,

Ic; Cassia oll, de; sassafras o), lc;
thyme, luc. ®enega 1lc. Rio  dpecac,

153¢ Verona orrls rool, 14: Cassia buds
Yo
DRY GOODS.

Buzincess duning the week hias been
coafined o a decidedly lizht and Jde-
sultory housc trade. Nere was
some demand early In the week for
buniing, Hags cle., fur decoratlive pus-
poses, 0 cohinection with the Teturn of
the wesieen South African contingent.
Travelers are out afler spring ordess
0B fome couniry routes but so far the
dngre~ of fuccess they will mecel wiha
can handly  be  estimated.  Country
mcerchants ase inclined to bLe very
cautious In thelr huying owing to the
xrarcity of moaney and poor eutrome of
the 1100 cropx, and would mather have
tn xavt freely than arder oo I3 ge a
xi0rk in the fiext place  This paliey
on thelr past srems 1o neel Wwith gen-
eTa) approval amonx Incal wholesale
dealers as they have no desite o =c¢il
a merchant more Roods than he can
Qixpose of and are preily sure of gete
g the bulk of any sarting trade that
may be golng later on Spring goods
are now arriving hrre and are belng
=-tad and placesd In stock  This work
will Xeep the house =tuffs busy unill
shipping tine comes amund  The fast
tha? manesy Is scares and the com-
mimntive demand Toeluesd  dosx nal
seem 10 have dntermed  Jabbers from
astng 1 fal) «arks of avesything tha?
te faxhtenable and good &0 the way of
wpring gomdk It is xafe o say that nne.
wherte in Canada can a {iner or bettes

L4 -

seloction of -these lnes be found than
I3 now golng into stock In the Jobbing
warehouses of \Winnipeg.

TISH,

There Is a steady demand for  all
sarieth s of domestic frozen fish and
prices for these are unchanged. There
13 n great scareity of finnan  haddie
and orders are belng cut down as
much as one-half In some cases in
cousaquence  of which  the  Jobbung
price 33 fiemly  held  at 10c¢ per b,
Digby ehlcle and salt herning are walsv
searee and very firmly held. A car-
ot of salt water fresh fish  from the
Atlantic seaboiurd has been @ feature
of the market, arriving about the ead
of the week. Prices for this were not
flxed at thme of writing  We quote
Whitelish, 1 to Ge per 1b, pickerel, e,

plke, de; trout, 10c; szlmeon, 2le;
halibut, 12%c, Lake Superior her-
ring, 20c per dozen, salt cod,
Glee;  Labrador hesring, per bar-

rel, $4.25, salt mackerel. $2.25 per kit.
shad, % bbis §7.50, Digby chicks, 1Sc,

box, boneless cod, Tic Ib, boacless
fsh, 353c b, flanan haddles 10c¢

per pound: oysters, selects, $2.93 per
gallon; standacsds, $2.00.
FUEL.

The coity wood market §s bLeceming
demoratized under Hberd Teceipts and
extreme  competition, While  the
wholesale or carlut rates as quoted un
our *prices current” page are not
quotably  changed retall prices
throughout the city have been reduced
in some cases as much ws 30 and e
& cord below the quotatioas at which
the winter season opened.  Tamarac,
for instance, Is now selling as lov as
SO0 per cond. whereas the price early
in November was £3.73. Some of
the wood being #old at these cut rates
{s not first class in quality. “This de-
cline in retall prices has becn helped
by the reduction in C. P. R, freight
rates, which went into effect on Mon-
day amounting to 13¢ per cord.  Coal
is moving into consumers hands frecly
and is unchanged in price. In spite
of the reports of shortage at lake
ports it I8 not thought that there wall
be any change in  Peansylvania an-
thracite prices this avinter.

GREEN FRUITS.

Trade has been much quiecter since
Christmas day  Monday was marked
by a very large demand from city re-
tailers, which  pretty  well cleaned
up the aholesale stocks of everything
but staple lines. \Wednesday was also
a fatrly good day. while the balance of
the week s business has been small.
Vaiues rematn unvhianged as  fol-
funs Apptes, Spies, $1.00, Baldwins,
Ben  Davis and  Pippias, 300 o
$..99. Greenlngs, $3.20, Russets, $3.34,
California navel oranges, 176 to 2
count. per box. $5. 150 count, $1.350.
126 count, §4. Florida oranges, $L75
S0 per bux. Japancse  ofanges,
box, $§1. _California lemuns, per

$.75 to $5.25, as te size. ban-

per
hox.
anas per bunch, $S.I25. cranberries per
varrel, $12. California pears, per case,
$4.00, Malaga grapes, per kem. SQ00,
Catandba geapes per pony basket, 3,
onlons, per Th, 3%c, or in J-sack lots

Sc: sweet potatoex, $6G.  mince meat
in 25 1b palls, 10¢ pes pound, carioon
dadex, per package of 1 1b, 10c., neaw
dates, 6 to Glze. new  figs, $1.40 1o
$L60, cuder in kess  or barrel, Ihe
per gal.,, honey, 1-Ih.  jarg, S0 a
dozen. maple sugas, 10c. citrons, &
per pound.
GROCERIES.

Now that the haliday demand s
pactically over there §x net uch <tir
In the grocery market and jobbers are
having a hreathing spell On the whole
their Chrictnuase trade was very =atis-
factory. although meoney was searce
and collectiony  «low  Thiz  werk
has marked the commencement of a
virtual famine In Green Rio  coffee.
The delayed consignments mentioned
In these coltitman Iast week are not due
10 arrive here until about the 2Mh of
the mnonth or ahout ten days later
than the date named Iast week In the
wmeantime fincks in the city are very
iow and some housces have completely
®old  out. There has  been o
change as yet In the quotations  for
imported oatineal hut It the recent
customs ruting with reganrd te valua-
ton Is =ustained it will mean an ads
rance of S¢ o in the price of the N0
pound sacks.  White beans are helding
firm at the adivance of =ome weeks ago
and if they had to be bmught In at
present prices at producing  peints
would cast §in a Johbing way here $240
per buahel  Fortunately loeal houses
have stiil some beana bought at he
old figures and these are being Jobhesd
at $1.30 to $1.55 per bushel Dried and
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evaporated apples are much firmer
owing to the damage by the autumn
windstonmn having proven to be much
more xerlous than was at first esti-
muted and although quotatlons here
have not bLeen increased as yet the
opinton I8 general that they witl have
te be In the near future.
HARDWARD,

Trade s qulet and there i3 ery
ittle demand for any kind of hwrd-
ware Coll chuin and bullding paper
have been advanced in the cast, but
are unchanged here Rope prices,
which have been a Mttle weak, have
stiffened up agatn and are flrm  at
quotations given n our price Jut.

OLD MATERIAL.

We quote buyers prices here as fol-
lows . No. cast fton, free from
wiought and malleable, 312 to $13 per
ton., No. 2, §1. 0 $5 per ton,
wrought fron scrap, $5 to $6 per
toni . heavy copper 10 to 1@¢ per
pound: red brass, 10c per pound, yei-
tow brass, heavy, 7 to Sc paound, light
brass, ic to Ge per pound; lead pipe

or tea lead, 2 to 2%c per pound.
ragsy, country imixed, H0¢ per 100
pounds; rubbers, foce  from rivets,

buckles and arotles, G¢ per pound;
zine scrap 1c per pound; bones, clean,
dry and bleached, $5 to $6 don; dot-
tles, quarts, ¢ per dozen, pints, 12%c
ver dozen.
GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHLAP—18¢ hoiday season closed
bl scadiny markets trom two 1o three
ass tme week and  untd) yesterany
{acre wiis no change dn the quiet even
teaor Jnitt has murked the trade dur-
the fast few weeks  On ‘Thursday the
agnlcudtural department at Wasning-
ton 4ssued the fina) goverament report
Ve Wie yicld of winter and  spring
wheat in the States for the year 19uy,
The fast government estimate Issued
o Oct gave ft as 450,000,000 bushels,
Sance then the threshers reports have
Leen received and tae finad estimate
makes the erop 522000000  bushels,
axaMst 57,000,000 bushels last year.
hts quantdty 15 about what was gen-
emally expected by the trade, and fs
not likely to have much Influence on
the markets efther way, but yester-
day in the speculative markets mbre
activity was shown than presloesly,
and the stMght dechine that had been
&olng on the last few days was are
reeted and prices brought back to
where they stoud a week ago. Re-
ceipts at primary points In the States
continue larger than last year and the
viudle supply also holds up.  World's
shipments continue to be Jiberal with
‘unsequent dncrease of the quantity
on ocean passage.  Winter wheat crop
in the Statos 18 progressing favorably
for thae scason of the year. European
crojy. are also doing well, although in
wcesiern Europe there hag been too
much miid weather, and  wury cold
weather is wnated.  Argemting is non
i the midst of harvest and very Ik
nens has come from there recently,
excepy that threshing resulis are ex-
pected to be disappointing owing o0
shrunken grain.  The American vis-
ible supply Increased tasy week 301
) bushela, compared to a decrease
the previous week of 412000 bushels,
and an increase Jast year of 1,925,000
buahals.  The world's shipments were
TURNOM bushiels  againat | SA1K000
Dbushicls the previous week. and 4.716,-
M) hushels last  year. The avorld's
visible supply according  to  Braid-
streets deereased 13.000 byushelz, com-
pared to an increase  the previous
week of 2332000 bhushein and a de-
crease st yoaar of 03000 bhushoels

There iz Uttle doing on  the loceal

market The movement of wheat
from ecountry points s now  amall,
and the demand is also gkt No ef-

for! 48 made to push bHusiness, as deal-
ers recognize the small quantity of
wheat there is to be handled this sea-
won.  Prices have been  practieally
siartonary, although the advance yes.
terday In outslde markets causel a

armer feellng amoang  loeml  holders
We quote prices as follows: 1 hard

Ve 2 hand T2e, 3 hand (e, 3 northe
ern Gllc, th stare Fort Willlam,
dried 3 hanl lae, dried 3 northern
e in <ore  Port  Arthur.  Several
ears ave solllng on kample and some
shipments being made on xample L0
the castern market, but such dusiness
tn very msati<factory in the avorke
nz. .

FLOUR-It badng the end of the
month thera v not the usund demand
i= moving

far flour and husiness

alomg  qQuielly  Prices remain ume
etangsd. We quale - Lake of the
Wonds, Five Raxes, $2.10:
atent, $193. Medora, $§1.60: X-

NXX, S$135 per sack of &
pounds. Oglivie Miling Co., Hung .»
tan, 3210; Glenora Patent, $§1 3
Manitoba, $1.60: and Imperial XXX X,
$1.20 per sack of US pounds,

MILLFEBED-Stocks are Hght a9
prices hold firm. We quote. Brauw
bags, $13 per ton; shorts, In bags, |15
per ton,

GROUND PFEBD — Quoted at
{er ton  for pure oat ¢ g4
$23.00  for  mixed  barley ny
oats, and 320 for corn. These pr s
ane for pure ground feed of good . .-
hxy in broken lots, delivered 6n  he
clty.

WIHEAT—The country market r,:
been very quiet and dellveries by ¢ .-
murs hght.  Prices to farmoers o .
a pretty wide range varying accord.ng
to freight rate and quallty of gr o
As high as Gic per bushel 8 b ng
jald for No. 1 hard wheat and the
range i3 from about 55 to Ghc.

OATS—=There 18 o qutet but st 4,
demand for oats for feed purf - -
and the market 13 in about the s,m.
position as a week ago. Farmers ...
not faeding onts quite so much 4y
uxual this year owing to the fact t
most of them have Jow grade wh
which they are feeding instead ¢
affeets the demand. Northern Alb -,
ontg are suill coming fmo this mark -
in fatrly itheral quantities and in
18 2 Zood demand for these for d. .«
ery later on when secdtinie asrives A«
a rule thelr quality s excellent %y
seme lots are showlng signs of dami.
rees, This, of course, affects an
keeping quallty. Carlots of Alh -,
oatg are worth as high as 850 g --
bushel in carlot’ on track here .ot
the range s from J6Y% to dTc. O
ings of Manttoba oats continue ti:n;
{in weight and are generaliy of .-
quality  They are worth B4 10 O
for bYest grades, and from 20 o B .-
infector quadities. At country poaats
buyers are paying 254 to 38c to farm we
according to quality

BARLEY —The market has res uea
almost a4 nomaal  condition, Gfe.
Ings ave quoted at 31 to dGe for -3
frades and malting at 38 o 4 ia
carlots on track.

CORN—~The market has ruled stendy
throughout the week and carlois r-
baing  quoted to-day at 43lkc -
bushel on track hice.

FLAX-There ig nothlng doing =«
flax aad the price rules nominal ¢
about $L43 per bushel to the farm.

HAY -Offerings  of hay ave amgp.e
for all requirements and the ma-a-:
is steady. A good deal of the e s
of iInferior quality. As high as $N iw-
ton would be patd for choice ba.-d.
but the zmeneral run of prices ix trm
$7 to $T.50 per ton, in carlots
itk here. Farmers Joads on e
Sirecd are warth $7 to 38 per ton.

POULTRY--Stocks of poultry now {a
the market are quite Inrge and re.
ceints continue  ilberal, consequen:ic
zices are easy. but they are not gu -
ably changed. Dealers are payinz li-
net for turkeys, e for ducks, St fue
geese. and abowt Sc for chickens.

GAME~About 25 to J0c par pair o
being patd far frozen fall ducks. it
¢ per palr for common radbbits .ai
e ea~h for Jack rabbits

DRESSED MEATS~In a retall way
there has been a good demand  ta
all kinds of dressed meats and Moa.
day's business was parucuolarly i ze
Wholesale triide has not been =0 duge
Dressed nogs are coming  forwa-)
freely. DPrices throughout the w-eh
have theld  steady as £O) sy
Beef, country dressed, 4 to Plor, A5
dressed, 3¢ to Ge. siags and rough
bexf, 4 1o {Uc, vead, 5 10 T¢, mu. @
Sz, lamb, 9 10 10c. hogs, G 10 Gla.

BUTTER—Creamery—Nominal.

RUTTER—Dalry-=Receipts are e
Iy large, hut the most of the offe: g
are not of cholcest quality. Fron 13
W 17c per pound. commission 1 e
ta heing pald for offerings. arnr o
to quality, bu very Utle of the o
ter brings the top pelee.

CHEESE=Decalers  will pay % for
cholee factory cheese and G "
daalry. net, delivered here.

EGGS—Supplies are very light. 1 al
€rx are now quoting 20c per ¢ en
net, dellvered In Winnipeg.

VEGETABLES=\We quoto. 1 .
toes, farmers” loads, 40¢ bushed. ~x
ley. 30c. carTots and beetx, 3ac  per
bushel. turnlps, 20¢ per bushel: -
nips. 2¢ b, onlonk, V% to Je I >
bage, 30 to C0c per dozen. celers M
per dozen. lattuce, 40c.

HIDES—The hide market ix ¢ et




