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CURRENT TRADE CONDITIONS.

ONTARIO.

The=e is the usual tapering off in thc
lumber dernand that cornes with the ap-
proach of the end of the i'ear, but favor-
able weialhcr bas kept business more sic-

uethau usuai at this season and con-
sumrption bas been fairly heavy. Indica.

fions point ta sorne buying in a celait way
during the winter rnontbs, as very fcw
dealers have on bond a sufficient stock of
tumber la carry themn through the wintcr.
The feeling as to, the spring grade is see
w bat optimistic, allbaugb it is a littce carty
to venture a predictian. The improve.
mient ln the British rmarket is being feit on
this side, prices for export stock
baving advanced -tîghly. Twetvc inch
boards in long tengihs arc bcbng
hetd about Si bigher tban in te earty
fait. Vcry little eantractiag for next sea-
son s production bas taken place, but thte
repart cornes; from Ottawa that the marn.
facturera there arc in favar of aslcing an
advance iupon ihe prices which wcreoab-
tained anc ycar ago. Hcmlock pnces are
stcaây and would probably adt-ance but
for the compelitian frein Sauthern piste.

Mlill prices on pine sstingles arc fi-r
five o test cents bighcr ihan two 'veeks
ago, whiie lathisalsa firmer. No. shcm-
Iock lath bas followcd the tead of pisse and
la now quoted nt $2. go a Ilie Mill.
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Tile spruce situation continues to show
improveliCft, although trado is quiet.
There is a great scarcity of certain 15i=e
and grades ln New York* an~ soined
the Canadian milis have booked consider-
able orders for export ta that city as Weil
as to Boston. The water Milii are Mnost-
ly closed down and the steamn winter multz
wilt not bc runnsing mauch bel=or JaM1 arY.
Notblng ibcingdoe in respect 1L6ritish
trade, but the opinion prevalis that tlferg
wilI be an advance la prices as sou as
buyers begin ta figure on 'their requgire-

1ent for- next season.
There ino change in New" Brunswick

shingles. but spruce lat bas. daclilled- in

prce as the resuit ar beavy shipmst.
The New Brunswick prodet lit Worth-
about $z. go at St. johnmnd AmarlcasPeo
duel, $2.35, whlch lsa zdeelaéocfIâàk'aS*v-
cents.

IINITE») STATBS.

1~-5& are soWfi tull5-fû am~ (R
tomber demnaid Is settlitng dOWn tô a win-
ter basis, but titere are* so mijny bauld-
ings stitt ta be cornpleted that; the cai
for finistiing iaterial la conaiderable.
The trade as a whnle la in a very saisfae.
tory condition and a heavy dernansd is an>-
ticipated aftbr the tura ofithe ytar; %Witb
large crops cf carn, oals and cotton, and
litie tess than an averago yield of wheat,
the purchasing- power cf the farmner is
grenier than il K~as beca for years, and
ibis is expected ta ba the foundatiopâ for a
period of industriat activity which 'viii ex-
tend at least through the corning year.

Buffalo dealcrs repart a materWa in-
creasc la the number cf inqt:iries four whi
pine tumber. In Massy cases the buyers
are anticipating their early spriag re.
quiremnenia, as thcre ia surne probiiity
af a shortage in the supply before the
opcning of navigation next bprinpy. %rnce
of thse Chicago deat--s bave " u
lista making such advances as were ne-
cessary ta bring thcir prices miore in linc
iîhii those at the producing centres.
The new tist issues! by the Mlissiipps Val-_
tey Lurnbcrmen's Association bas stison-
tatcd rathier than checkcd the drnand, it
being regardcd as subsi.ntiat evidenceof
thte trend of tbe market.

Frorn New York, Buffalo and Boston
camne reporta ci a liberal cati for bard-
tvoods. The strongeat fesiture is plain
oak, but therc is also an excellent de-
mand for birch. Rougb inapte and maple
fiooring arc moving 10, marne extecu,
the latter being in good d.rnand for lac-
tory purposes.

Tte scarcity cf taits la an indication af
the amgount of building wbich bas been in
progress. No. s wh1ite pisse havebeein


