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ehould flot; sucli a contract be annulled just as any other legal
and bînding contraet niay he annulled by a court of law, if the
cireumstances and conditions be such as to warrant the court in
no doing? I amn not now dealing with the point as to what such
conditions ouglit to be. 1 shail have sornething to say about
that later on, but fori premènt purposes I ask, if any other lawful
contract can be vjided by legal interpositioni, wby flot this one?
1 shall endeavour to give reasons why it should corne within the
scope of the law regarding contracts generally, but ;t appears to
me that we have first to consider soire other elenuenta hefore

Îýý_' ianswering the question I haî'e .just suhrnitted for your con-
sideration.

.Z.J, One element is thlt niarriage is more thkan a. contract. It is
a status or condition of civilized social life carrying with it
certain limitations and qualifications. When individuals marry,

- they enter on an entirely different phase of life, and are governed
by a new relationship to humari environrnent. The man is no
longer a free agent. 1iiiactions are governed by iiew and differ-
eut principles. Ifle is flot at liberty to roam at large. Hia duties
are entirely cha.nged. and his obligations assume a new char-
acter. Socially, he is bound to respect his wife and properly
maintain lier and his family, or lie niuet lose caste with hie fel-
low-citizens, and may bec'>me amenable to the law. Hia statua in
certain respects with regard to woruen other than his wife is
absolutely reversed. Eveni has outgoings and ineorninge are
circumscribed, and he finds that the perspective of his life is
shifted by reason of the new condition in which he finds him.
self. So it i8 also witli hie wife. She noi longer finds her friends
as before, perliaps entirely outside the husband'8 circle. lier
marriage has removed lier to another plane, and lier outlook la
towarda a new horizon. Mlany things she cannot any longer do,
and many othera ahe may now do, which were outaide the onhere
of spinsteriood, Both parties have drawn apart from former
surroundinge and have formed an entirely new relation. But for
the moral law, aided by the law of tFe a~untry in which they live,
they miglit have acquircd this statua without the marriage law
or ceremony at A.U.


