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Tatrons, who have done honour to thcnilllves, by b.^^

co/ning the FricnJs ami IVorcdlors of Men of Genius.

it is >vcll known to the Learned, at what cxpcnce the

At-hcnians fupported their Theatres, and how often,

from among their i*oeir., they chofc Governois of their

Provinces, Generals of their Armies, and Gt'irdians of

their Liberties.

—

\\'\\o were more jeahv.r. of their liber-

ties than the Athenians ? Wiio better l<.ncvv that Corrup-

tion and Debauchery arc tlie greatell foes to Liberty ?

—

Who better knew, than tliey, that the freedom of the

Theatre (next to that of the Senate) was the beft Sup-

J)ort of Liberty, againlt all the undermining arts of

thofe who wichcdly might kek to lap its foundation ?

If it be aflied, How came the yitlicnians to lay out an

hundred thou land pounds upon the decoration of one

fingle Tragedy of So[)hocles ? May we not anfwer, It was

not merely for the liike of exhibiting a pompous fpeclacle

for idlenels to gaze at, but becaufe it was the moft ra-

tional, niolT: inilrudive, and moft delightful compofition,

that human wit had yet arrived at; and confequently,

the moll vvorthy to be tiie entertainment of a wife and
warlike nation ?—And ic may ftill be a queftion,—Whe-
ther this public fpiiit inlpiied Sophocles ; or, whether So-

phccifs inrpired this public fpirit?

The divine Socrates aHTifted Euripides in his compofi-

. tions. 'Jhc wife Solon frequented Plays, even in his de-

cline of life ; and Plutarch informs us, he thought plays

ufeful to poliia the manners, and inltil the principles of
virtue.

As Arts and Sciences increafed in Rome, when Learn-

ing, Eloquence and Poetry flourilhed, Laslius improved

his focial hours with Terence; and Scipio thought it not

beneath him to make one in fo agreeable a party. Csc-

far, who was an excellent Poet as well as Orator,

thought the former title an addition to his honour ; and

ever mentioned 'lerence and Mcnander with great refpeft.

AugulUis found it eafier to make himfelf Sovereign of

the world, than to write a good Tragedy: he began a

Play called Ajax, but could not linifli it. Brutus, the

virtuous, the moral Brutus, thought his time not mif-

employe4
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