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her to marriage, " Ah, my father," said she, " I am not

any longer my own. I have given myself entirely to

Jesus Christ, and it is not possible for me to change mas-

ters. Tlie poverty with which I am threatened gives me
no uneasiness. So little is requisite to supply the necessi-

ties of this wretched life that my labor can furnish this,

and I can always find some miserable rags to cover me."

I sent her away, saying that she should think well on the

subject, for it was one which merited the most serious at-

tention.

Scarcely had she returned to the cabin when her sister,

impatient to bring her over to her views, pressed her anew

to end her wavering by f:,rming an advantageous settle-

ment. But, finding from the reply of Catharine that it

was useless to attempt to change her mind, she determined

to enlist Anastasia in her interests, since they both regard-

ed her as their mother. In this she was successful. An-

astasia was readily induced to believe that Catharine had

too hastily formed her resolution, and therefore employed

all that influence which age and virtue gave her over the

mind of the young girl, to persuade her that marriage was

the only part she ought to take.

This measure, however, had no greater success than the

other ; and Anastasia, who had always until that time found

so much docility in Catharine, was extremely surprised at

the little deference she paid to her counsels. She even

bitterly reproaclied her, and threatened to bring her com-

plaints to me. Catharine anticipated her in this ; and after

having related the pains they forced her to suffer to induce

her to adopt a course so little to her taste, she prayed me
to aid her in consummating the sacrifice she wished to

make of herself to Jesus Christ, and to provide her a


