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[FIRST EDITIONO

TO THE

KINGS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.
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In availing myself of Your Majesty's gracious

permission to inscribe to the Sovereign of the greatest

Colonial Empire in the World its Jirst Colonial History, I

would desire to place on record, why that History is not

more worthy the patronage of the Monarch to whom it is

dedicated, or more commensurate with the importance of the

subject to which it refers. There is no paucity of materials,

Historical, Geographical, Statistic, or Pictorial. One-third

of an active life spent in travelling among, and investigating

the advantages of our transmarine possessions, either as an

officer in Your Majesty's Service, or as a private individual,

anxious to ascertain the vast resources of Britain, has fur-

nished me with the most abundant supply of data necessary

for an extensive National Work ; but. Sire, the little encou-

ragement afforded by Government to literature, even wheA


